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Act.ad IdIJf-naMaeh..1l 1\&alsceal't 
:Iht ... o.po'tmental trnl,t on th. No~th 

of l .. el.m:l 

"I·li'nl 
Mr., $,.n. n.onan,. Clutl:miln 

Mr-. D. :0 suil l.'.batn 

Mr '. J.,. Macl'netftev 

'Ml' . M.. D'oyl. .. 

. M~.. s. Oall a;'her 

Mr. S. DORIon 

Depatrtf-l1$nt 'Of FOl"nlgn Atfel~. 

Oepartm~n,t of the Taoi.aaeb 

rJepartmetft, of Flftance 

o.partmen,t of finance 

tMp .. -rtmen:t ,of F'orelgA Affalr. • 

Dep.~tm.ntof 'ol'elgn At'IJiI,r8! 

o.partm-ent of P'ol',eign Aff ai,r. 

" "re.ent t,o~ twe.nty .. flftb meetIng 'only on 9th Ql)tfNnbeJ't 
hav ing been :nonlna:te<l by ttl" 'Qapartmerlt of Finance a,$ 
s"'tCCQ$$'Qr t.o, Ml". Mac In$l:.rley • 

P1!;PQli' .:d . HM~lMI 

TbeChal:rmlA exPlalned at t~ t)penlnq meeting. that ·a.n informal 

4lr.etlon hid b..n '91 val'l to tbe 1ftl t by the ov8'1nment, a'ri&!ng' out 

til thel., a.llber.tl ems on th. ~l'e¥lou. day! 24tb August,) on tM 

N9,ril'tfttl sltuatlM. to r>~.p:U". « draft .tr~Jcture. staneUng O'rd ••• • 

• tC. fo1t' th. PI"bpO$M I.lt_.att •• 81, __ bl1 whlch. tit. SOLP M. P • • in 

Worthern Ire-land announced 'they would. cl'etlt. aftet thel~ mtbdca¥tal 

from s tOJ'mMt. tl1. Untt ,add" •• , " i:tulf to t hi, p,"'obl_ over $ he. 

meet."n, .• and p;.toQuc-'fou. draft ,I!toctlnente lilted: hel'Qund&1' the 

text. ()f whteh aJi_annex.d to th~ •• ml,tilJtG'I _ 

(1 ) CMtt'lt,utlon CAnnex .ll 
(2) Aft add'ltlQnal Sub-J\r'tlcl..t(c) (Ann~. 2) 

t 3) Two addtt1t'>nal a'l"tlcl~$ suggest.dby Mr. Mac,In •• ',., (AAne)C 3) 

(.4.) NGte~ on Con.tltutleft (Anne. 4,) 

('5) ~ul$s ()f F.x~eutly. Council Cf%.ftftex 5 j 

(6) Rul $$ of ~femb.r.htp Comnltto (Annex 6'). 

(1) \'!'tandln9 d.r. (Mftex 1). 

/ .. 
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CONSTITUTION 

AJ·tic] e. .1 

The Altern at ive Assembly is the Lprinclpa17 r epr esentativ.e 
bod y of the non-unionist community in Northern Ireland. 

Art i c1,c 2 

The Ass emb ly shall work toward the objective of obtain ing 
equality of treatment for everyone i n NDrthern Ireland irrespect ive 
Df politi cal views·or religion. 

ALtisJ e 3 

The As sem bly shall pursue th i s objective by non-violent 
political means • 

.A1;:iicle 4. 

The Assembl y shall be composed of members as set out in 
Articles 6, 7 and 9. 

Art i.e;.] e ~ 

(a) Each member of the As seiilb ly sh~Z be requir~d to 
assent in Vlri ting to Articles 1, 2 an.d 3. ?r~ ~ 4~ ,/.JJ?-al: 

(b) Such assent shall not precludG a member from holding 
and advoc ating any political, economic or social policy that is 
not in conflict with Articles 2 and 3. 

The members of the North ern Ireland House of Commons who 
assent in writi ng to Articl e s 1, 2 and 3 shall be member s ex-officio 
of the Assembly, unless replaced as members of the 1-louse of Commons, 
and shall constitute its Executi ve Counci l. 

Article 7 

The memb ers of the Northern Ireland Senai.e who assent jn 
writing to Articles 1, 2 and 3 sh all be members ex-officio of 
the Assembly unJGss replaced as member s of the Senat e . 

Artic]Ll2, 

The m em bel' sex - 0 f fie i 0 0 f the Ass em b 1 Y s hall CD n s tit ute 
its Membership COl,rn ittee. 

AU.t c..lS'.....2. 

(a) The Me~bershi p Co~~ itt ec of the Assembly shall co-opt 
from among the members of the County 3Jrough , County, Ur ban Di s tr i ct 
and R u r a I Dis t ric~: CD un c i 1 s x per son s .j: 0 b e m em b e r s 0 f the Ass em b 1 y. 
The CD~~it tee shall have r egard to the principle of ensuring 
equitable pol it i cal and geograr hic repre sent a tion. 

(b) Th e Me~bership Com~ itt e e shall have th e power to 
rescind () co-op t:L on in an yea se ;A h o I' e th e CD ·· opted f!1e~:1ber c ea 5e s 
to he a councillor. 

/ .. 
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Articl e 10 

(a) The Executive Council shall elect from its members 
a President and, as it consid er s appropriate, other offi cers to 
whom it sh all ass ign specific fUn cti ons. 

(b) Following the meeting of the Memb ership Committee 
to co-o pt merr;bcrs as prpscribed by Article 9( a), the Ex ecut ive 
Council shall c~nvene the first meet ing of the Assembly. 

(c) Subsequent meetings of the Assembly shall be 
convened by the Execut ive Councilor by petition signed by 
not less th an one-half of the members of the Assembly. 

Article J-l 

The .Assembly shall meet at least once a year . 

Arti clLl2 

Meetings of the Assembly shall b~ held in public save 
that in case of soecial emer0 ency the Assembly may, with the 
asseqt of not les ~ th an two-thirds of:the members pr e s-e nt, 
meet in private . 

Artic} e 13 

The President .of the Executive Cnuncil shall preside 
at the first meeting of the Assembly until th e election of a 
Chairman. The first item on the agenda shall be th e adoption 
of this Constitut iD n. Th e second it em shall be the election 
of a member as Ch ai rman. The thi..rd i t ern shall be the ad option 
of st anding ord ers. 

ArttclU,1 

This Constitution may be amended up6n tw en ty-o ne days ' 
written notice of motion for tha t spGcific purpose provided th at 
not less than two-thirds of the memb ers vote in favour of the 
proposed am endm en t. 

---_.--
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--cicl e 9 

(c) The Membership Commi ttee may co-opt to be memb ers of 
the Assemb1.y not more than x persons r!?presentative of organisations 
LQ.1: arc2s17 nDt Dtherwise adequately reprGsentf!d in the Assembly. 
LSuch members shall no~ have the right to votg7 

I ". 
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Ann ex 3 

Art:i.cliLX 

The provisiD'I Df secretarial assistance, premises and 
other facilities necessary for the discharge of the Assembly's 
functions shall be the? responsib.ility of the Executive Council 
which shall also pr esent an annual audited account for approval . 
by t h ~ Ass em b 1 y • 

The Assembly is authorised to receive donations and to 
raise funds by such means as it may deem appropriate. 

t 
I . 
r 
I' 
f 
I 
; 
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SECRET 

Notes for Ministers on Dra ft Constitution for Northern Ireland 
Alternative Assembly 

1. In drafting the Constitution (Annex I), the Unit 
assumed th a t the Ass emb ly would be 

- del ib erative in c harac ter 
- confin ed to elected representatives 
- about the size of the Northern Ireland House 

of Commons (52) 
controlled by the M.P.s but would give some 
recognition to the Senators. 

2. The Executive Council is the key organisation of 
the Assembly and is SOlely comprised of M.P.s who would elect 
from among themselves the President of the Council and decide 
on specific functions for each of themselves. The Chairmanship 
of the Assembly is~Aonorific office and the Unit consider that 
it would help to broaden the fe eling of active parti cipation if 
he were neither an M.P. nor a Senator. 

3. A maximum of 11 M.P . s and 6 Senators are likely to 
participate in the Assembly . This is not enough for a 
deliberative body but t~e inclusion of all the non-unionist 
councillors would produce an un\Jlli eldy body. Short of holding 
elections, there is no way of c onstituting a fully represent a tive 
body and there must therefore be provision for selection or 
co-option. To give the Senators st atus, the selection fOnction 
is assigned to the M.P .s and Senators acting jointly as a 
Membership Committee. 

4 • Bye 0 n fin in C1 the Ass em b 1 Y toe 1 e c t ed per son s, i t wi 11 
probablY not be f airly represent a tive of non-unionist opinion. 
In the event that it is decided that the As s embly should include 
members who are neith er members of the Northern Ireland Parliament 
nor councillors, there is attached (Annex 2) an additional draft 
article. . Mr . MacInerney has suggested the inclusion of the 
last sentence which we have put in square br ~ ckets. The oth er 
members of the Unit are of the opinion th a t all members of the 
Assembly should have equal voting rights. 

5. The vvordi ng "unl es s replaced as members of the House of 
Commons/Senate tt in Articles 6 and 7 is intended t:) cover a 
situation where an M.P. or Senator mi qht r esign his seat at 
Stormont or be defeated in an election. It also protects the 
M.P.s and Senators during a dissolution. 

6. Mr. MacInerney conside rs that the Constitution should 
include two art i cles as s et out in Annex 3. The other members 
of the Unit disagreed. Mr. O'Sul] ivan feels that the Assembly 
should not hold any money. Mr. Gallagher supported by Mr. Ronan, 
addit i onally feels it undesirable t~ i nclude any reference to 
financial matters in the Constitution of the Assembly. He 
consid~rs th at any financial ques tion can be covered in the 
standing orders of the Executive Council. 

7. Prepar ation of the stand i ng orders can be put in hand as 
soon as the Unit has an indication of general agreement on the 
Constitution. 
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EX ECUTIVE COUNCI L 
RULES 

1 . (i ) A person whQ i s a memb er of the Northern Ir eland Hous e of 

Commons and who has on a Li s t of Assents si gni f i ed his assent in 

wri ting in the pr esence of the Se cret ary t o Article s 1, 2 and 3 

of the C ~nstituti on ma y t ak e his seat as a member of the Execut i ve 

Counc i l. 

(ii) As soon as ma y be after the first mq eting of the 

Execut i ve Council, the Secre tary shall s end to the Secretary of 

the Member sh i p Commi t tee a co py certified by him of such List 

or Lists of As sents. 

2. At the fi r st meeting of the Execut~ve Counci~, the member 

who has served longe s t in the aggregate as a member of the //" 

Northern Ireland House of Commons shall be Acting President 

until a Pre s ident is elected. 

3. (i) When the Acting President has t aken the Chair the 

EX ecutive Council shall proceed t o the election of a Pres ident 

who shall hold office f or a term of two years. A proposal 

or proposals to th at eff ect shall be received by the Acting 

President. 

(ii) The Acting Fresident shall in the order in which membe r s 

have been proposed put the proposal, "That •••...•..• (naming the 

member) be elected as President" which shall be decided like 

other proposals. 

4. In the Case of the absence of the President-elect, the 

Acting President shall continue to preside until a Vice-President 

is elected. 

5. The Executive Council shall proceed to the election of a 

Vice-President who shall hold office for A term of two years . 

The election procedure shall be the same as that for the electior 

o f aPr e sid en t . 

6. When a vacancy bas occurred in the office of President, the 

Executive Council shall at the opening of its next meeting proce 

to the election of a President. 

7. . In the ab s enc e of the President, the Vice- President shall 

prfJrm thp nllti!?s of and exercise the powers of th e P esjripnt 
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3. In th e ab s ence 0 f bo t h t he Pre s id en t and t he Vice-Pres id en t, the 

~xecutiv e Counci l sh al l proc eed t o el ect on e of i ts members to pe r form 

the du ties, and exerc i se t he power s, of t he President - the nec essary 

propo sal or pr opo sal s be i ng received by the Secretary who shall act as 

Cha i r man until such member is appointed. 

9 . (i ) A pro po s al t o term inate the app ointment of the Pres ident may be 

made on seven days ' no t ic e provided such pr oposal has the pr i or wri tt en 

as s ent of at l east f i ve member s in add itio n to the prDposer. 

(ii ) The proc edure at (i) above shal l al so appl y in t he c as e of the 

Vice-Pr esid ent. 

10. Th e quor um nec es sar y to constitut e a meet i ng of t he Executive Council 

shal be six. 

110 ( i ) Unl es s it shall ot her wise de cide, t he Execut i ve Council shall 

mee t at leas t on ce a month. The t i me and place of mee t ing shall be 

det ermi ned by the Executive Coun cil. 

( ii) The Pres i den t on hi s own auth ~ri ty ma y or at t he re quest of s i x 

members of the Execut i ve Council sha l l , summon a me et i ng of t he Executive 

Council. 

12. The Secr etary shal l r eco rd the deci s ions of t he Executive Counci l and 

sha ll perform su ch oth er duties and exerc i s e suc h pO'Ners as ma y be 

determ in ed by t he se Ru l es or by the Execut ive Counci l. 

13. Save as oth er wis e provided in t hes e Rules a fo rmal pr op osa l for 

d ecision by t he EX ecuti ve Council shal l be brought before i t on f our days 

not i ce to th e Sec r etary; provid ed th at th e Pr es i den t on hi s own au th ority 

Or at th e reque st of s i x memb ers of t he Execut ive Council may allow 

shorter ·not i ce . 

14. The dec i s ion s on a pr oposal in the Executive Council shall be 

de t erm i n ed by a maj Dri ty of t he vot es of the member s pr esent an d vo t i ng 

Save as ot herwis e pr ovi ded in the Constitu t ion . In the event of t her e 

be ing an equality of votes the proposal sh all f ail. 

15. The Executi ve Council sh al l appoint two j oi nt Treasurers to be 

re~ pons i b l e t o t he Executive Counc il, and shall define their duties and 

power s . 

16. Reas on abl e advance notic e convening a meeting of th e Assembly shall 

be given to ea ch membe r th ereof. 
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17. (i) statements on heha1f of the Executive Council will normally 

be issued by the President. 

(ii) Other Officers to whom specific functions have been assigned 

wi ll normally be the spokesmen in relation to their respective functions. 

18. The Executive Council may, subject to those Rules, determine its 

own procedures, including the setting up of Committ ~ es. 

19. The for eg oing Rules shall continu e in force until amended Dr 

rep ea l ed by the Execut i ve Council. 
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Member ship COT"1'11 itttt 

Rules 

1. (1) A person who (a) is a member of the Executive Council 

or (h) is a member of the Northern Ireland Senate who has 

on a List of Assents signified his assent in writing in the 

presence of the Secretary to Articles 1, 2 and 3 of the 

Constitution may take his seat as a member of the Membership 

Committee. 

(ii) As soon as may be after the first meeting of the 

Membership Committee , the Secretary shall send to the 

Secretary of the Assembly (a) a copy certified by him of 

such List or Lists of Assents and (b) a co py of the certified 

List or Lists of Assents received by him from the Secretary 

of the Executive Council. 

2. The President of the Executive Council shall be Chairman of 

the Membership Committee . 

3. The Vice-Pre sident of the Ex ecutive Council shall be Deputy 

Chairman of the Membership Committee. 

4. In the absence of the Chairman the Deputy Chairman shall 

perform the duties of and exercise th9 authority of the Chairman. 

5. In the absence of both the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman, 

the Membership Committee shall proceed to elect one of its members 

to perform the duties and exercise the authority of the Chairman, 

provided that such member shall be a member of the Executive 

Council - the nec essary motion or motions being received by the 

Secretary who shall act as Chairman u~til. such member is appointed. 

6. The quorum necessary to constitute a meeting of the Membership 

Committee shall be nine. 

7. (i)-The Chairman shall sum~Dn the first meeting of the 

Membership Committoe. 

(ii) Subsequent meetings of the Membership Committee shall 

be summun ed by the Chairman on his own authority or at the 

reauest of nine memberso 
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8. The Secreta~y shall record the decisions of the Membership 

Committee and shall perform such other duties and exercise such 

powers as may be determined by these Rules or ~y the Membership 

Commi t tee. 

9. The decision on a proposal in the Membership Committee shall 

be determined by a majority of the votes of the members present 

and voting. In the event of there being an equality of votes 

the proposal shall fail. 

10. The Membership C ommi t tee may, . subjec t to th e se Rul es, 

determine its own procedures, in cluding the setting-up of sub-

Committees. 

11. (i) As soon as may be after the Membership Committee has 

co-opted x persons to be members of the Assembly, the 

Secret ary shall s end to the Secretary o~ASSemblY a 

list, certified by him, of the names and addresses of 

(a) the members of the Membership Committee; and 

(b) the co-opted members 

indicating the title of the elective body to which each 

member belongs. 

(ii) . The procedure as at (i) above shall apply to co-option~ 

to fill vacancies in the membership of the Assembly. 

12. The foregoing Rules shall continue in force until amended 

or repealed by the Committee. 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

DRAFT 
• T 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

ALTERNAT IVE ASSEI'.mLY 

STANDING ORDERS 

Taking of Seats 

1. A person who -

(a) is a member of the Membership Comm~ttee, or 

(b) is a co-opt ed member of the Assembly who has on 

a List of Assents signified his assent in writing 

in the presence of the secretary to Articles 1, 

2 and 3 of the Constitution, 

may take his seat as a mpmber of tile Assembly. 

Notice Coov£uing 

2. At each . meeting of the As sembly before any business 

is taken the Presid ent of the EXec '..: tive Council shall 

read the notice of the Ex ecutive Council c onvening 

the Assembly. 

El ection of Cha illf.l..aO. 

3. (1) A motion or motions for the election of a Chairman 

shall be received by the presiding member. 

(2) . The presiding member shall in the order in which 

members have been pro posed put the question, "That •.••••••.. 

(naming the member) be elected as Chairman", which shall 

be decided like other questions: provided that in the 

event of there being an equality of votes, the question 

shall be decided in the n8gative . 

4. In the Case of the absence of the Chairman-elect, the 

presiding member shall continue to preside. 

Elect i~ n of Depu ty Ch a ir~an 

S. The As sembly sh all pr oce ed to t he election of a Deputy 

Chairman. Th e el ec t ion pr ocedu r e shall be the Same 

as t ha t f or t he el ection of a Cha irman . 
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Chairman and Deputy: Chairman 

6. When a vacancy has occurred in the office of Chairman, 

the Assembly shall, at the opening of its next meeting, 

proceed to the election of a Chairman. For this purpose~ 

the Deputy Chairman shall be the presiding member. 

7. In the absence of the Chairman, the Deputy Chairman shall 

perform the duti es , and exercise the powers, of the 

Chairman. 

8. In the absence of both the Chairman and the Deputy . 

Chairman, the Assembly shall proceed to elect one of 

its members to perform the duties and exercise the 

powers of the Chairman, th e necessa ry motion or motions 

being receiv ed by the President of the Executive Council 

who shall act as Chairman until such mem ber is elected. 

9. The term of office of the Chairman and of the Deputy 

Chairman shall be two years but the Chairman shall on 

the expiration of the s aid period act as Chairman until 

his succes sor has been elected: provided that the 

Assembly may at any time, by resolution, remove from 

office the Chairman or De!)ut y Chairman. 

10. Save as provided for in Standing Order 8 the following 

may not act as Chairman or Deputy Chairman:-

(a) the President or the Vice-President of the Executive 

Counc il; 

(b) an officer of the Executive Council to whom specific 

functi ons have been assigned. 

11. The Chqirman shall nominate, as Soon as may be a panel 

of not less than two members, anyone of whom may act 

as presiding membe r in the Assembly when requested so 

to act by the Chairman. 

Quo;cum 

12. The quorum necessary to constitute a meeting of the 

Assembly shall be twelve memb ers. 
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Sittiogs of ~he 8ssembl~ 

13. (1) The time and place of each meeting shall be io 

accordance wit~ the notice convening such meetiog. 

(2) The Assembly shall adjouro not later thao 10 p.m., 

provided that a motion th at the Assembly shall sit later 

than 10 p.mo may be made without notice and not later 

thao 8 p.m. 

14 . A motioo that a sitting be suspended for a period may at 

any time be made, by permissiDn of the Chairman , and 

without notice. Such mot i on shall fix the period of 

sus pension. 

Order Paper 

15. ' Every sittin.g of the Assembly shall be goveroed by an 

Order Paper which shall be prepared under the directioo 

of the Chairman. The Assembly may on the motion of 

the President of the Executive Council and without 

debate give priority to certain business. other 

business shall be dealt with as on the Order Paper 

unless the Assembly otherwise determines. 

16. All motions to be put on the Order Paper for any day, 

shall be in writing, signed by a member, ano shall reach 

the Secretary not later than 11 a.m. on the fourth 

preceding day. Any amendments to such motions shall 

be in writing, si~oed by a member, and shall reach the 

Secretary not later than 11 a.m. on the second precediog 

day: Provided th a t, by permission of the Chairman, motions 

and amendments may be made on shorter notice. 

Rules of Debate 

17. A member desiring to sp eak shall ri se in his place. 

Should more than one member rise at the same time, the 

Chairman sh all call upon one of them. 

addres s th e Ch ai r. 

Members shall 

r 
/' 

; , 
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18. Whenever the Chairman rises during a debate, any member 

then speaking, or off ering to sp eak, shall r eSUme h i s seat. 

19. No member shall be entitled to speak twice upon the same 

motion and am endments th er eto (if any) except to cl ose 

the debate upon a motion of which he waS the proposer. 

20. A motion Or amendm ent shall not be debated until i~ has 

been second ed, but a seconder may reserve his speech till 

a later st age of the debate. 

21. If a member does not mOve the motion or amendment which 

stands in his nam e , such motion or amendment shall lapse 

unless moved by s ome other member authorised by him. 

22. A member wh o has mad e a moti on or proposed an amendment 

may withdraw the same by le ave of the Assembly. 

23. Every amendm ent mu st be r elevan t to the moti on to which 

it is propos ed, and must be di r ected t~ omitting, adding, 

or substituting wor ds. An am endment, which is equivalent 

to a direct negative, shall not be accepted. 

24. When the question on a moti on or an amendment has been 

put by the Chairman no furth er debate thereon shall be 

allowed. 

25. A motion to resc i nd Or amen d a Resolution, other than a 

Resolut i on r elating to St an di ng Oreers, may be made 

only on notice th at sh all spe cify the Resolution to be 

rescinded or amended, and f urnish the terms of the 

motion to be made; but no motion shall be allowed 

to appea r on th e Or der Pape r to rescind any such 

Resoluti on, with i n si x month s f rom the ddte of its 

adoption, excep t wi th t he wri tten as sent of not less 

than tw en ty memberso 
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26. No member shall re-open a discussion on a question already 

decided during the preceding six months, exc ept by the 

indulgence of the Assembly for a personal explanation; 
. . 

nor anticipate the discussion of any subject of which 

not ice has been given: Provided that in determining 

whether a discussion is out of order on the ground of 

anticipation, r egard shall be had by the Chairman to the 

prob~bility of the matter anticipated being brought before 

the Assembly within a reasonable time. 

27. A member who persists in irrelevance or repetition in 

debat e may be dir ected by the Chairman, to discontinue 

his speech after the attention of the Assembly haS been 

called to his conduct . 

28. The Chairman is the sole judge of order in the Assembly 

and has aut hority to suppress disorder. 

29. The Chairman shall order a member whose conduct is 

grossly disorderly to withdraw i mmediately from the 

As sembly for the remainder of th at sitting or may call 

on the Assembly to adjudge upon his conduct. 

30. In the Case of great disorder, the Chairman may adjourn 

the Assembly without ques tion pu t, or suspend any sitting 

for a time to be named by him. 

31. (1) The time allowed for the de bate on any motion shall 

not exceed a period of two hour s in the ag gregate unless 

tlie Assembly shall othenvise decide in respect of any 

particuer motion. At the expir ation of the said period, 

if t he proceedings have not pr eviously been concluded, the 

Chai r man shall put f orthwith the question or ques tions 

necessary to bring to a conclusion the proceedings on 

the mot ion and on any amend ment thereto. 

(2) Unle s s the A.ssembly shall ot he rwi se d ecid e in r espect 

of any particula r motion t he spe ech of a member proposing 

a mo t ion sh all not exc eed t wenty minu t es and the member 

prop os ing, or su ch et he r member who has not al ready s poken 
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as he may authurise in that behalf, shall be entitled to 

not les ~ than ten minut es for a speech in Teply; the 

speech of any other member in the course of the debate 

shall not exceed ten minutes. 

Divisions 

32. (1) When any que s tion is to be put to the Assembly the 

Chairman shall ri se and announce that "The question is 

that'!, thereupon reading Dr stating th e question , re:::juirin g 

that as many as are of that opinion shall say "Yes"~ and 

.- -

as many as are of contrary opinion shall say "No", He 

shall judge from the answ er s to .his que stions, and declare 

the r esult, in his opinion , of the putting of the qu e stion . 

(2) After the Chairman shall ~ave declared the result, 

in his opinion, of the putting of any qu es tion, any member 

may demand a di vi s i on upon that quest i on, wh ereupon a 

division shall, su bj ect to St and i ng Or der 34 be t aken. 

33. When a divisiDn is dem anded th e Chairman shall cause the 

division bell to be rung once, and the doors shall be locked 

so soon after t he lapse of not l e ss th an three minut es as 

he shall dir ect. 

34. When th e doors have been locked, and the division lobbies 

have been clear ed , th e Chairm an shall order the Assembly 

to divide, and shall appoint two tel lers for each side. 

35. On the compl et i on Df the count, the t e ller s shall sign 

a division paper wh ich sha l l be hand ed t D the Chairman 

who sh all announ ce the numb er s and decla re t he decision. 

The do or s shall t hen be r e opened . 

36 . Quest ions in the Ass embl y shall, save as othe rwise provided 

by th e Constitution , be de t ermined by a majori ty of th e 

votes of the members presen t and vot i ng, oth er than t he 

Chairman, or presiding member, who shall have and ~xercise 

a casting vote in the Case of an equality of votes. 
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Visitors and Pre~ 

37. Visitors may be. i nt roduced by members to such places as 

may be reserved for them by the Chairman, and authorised 

representat i ve s Df the Pr es s may be pres ent at sittings 

oft h e Ass em b 1 y • 

380 In Case of speci al eme rg ency, a mem be r of the Ex ecuti ve 

Council may move , withou t notice, tha t a+1 visitors 

and Pr ess repres ent ativ es be exclud ed f r om th e Chamber~ 

and this shall be done by dire cti~n of the Chairman, 

with the assent of two-th i r ds of the members present. 

Secre t a ry and Re cords 

39 . All p r ~ c e ed ing s of th e Assembly shal l be noted by the ~ 

Secret ary and th e mi nutes of proC ge ding s after bei ng 

perused and signed by t he Chairman shal l co nstitute 

the Jour nal of t he Pro ceedings of th e Ass embl y. 

40. The Secr et ary sh al l have custod y of all Jo ur nals 

of Proc eedi ng s , reco rds , Dr other do cuments be l ong ing 

tot h e Ass em b 1 y . 

Of fi c i al Reoort of Debates 

41. An Official Rep ~rt of the Debates of t he Assembly sh all 

be issue d under t he superv ision of the Ch airman. 

Reso l utions and Orders 

42. Any mat t e r f or dec ision by the Assembl y shall be brought 

before it by m~tio n f~r a ~es~luti~n ~ 

BusiU~undisposed of 

43. All businesi undispos ed of at the ad j ournment of the 

Assembly , shall stand postponed until the next sitting 

day, unless the Assemb l y shall otherwise order , and 

shall be placed on the Ord er Paper for th at day. 
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Resignation_ of Members 

44. Any member of the Assembly may voluntarily resign hi s 

membership t hereof by notice in writing to the Chairman, 

and such r es ignati~n shall t ake effect immed i ately upon 

the same being announced to the Assembly by the Chairman. 

st and ing Orders 

45. (1) Any Stunding Order Or Orders of the Assembly may be 

suspended or modified in effect f~r the day's sitt i ng, 

and for a particular purpose, upon motion made after notice. 

(2) Provided th at in cases of urgent necessity, of which 

the Chairman shall be th e judge, any Standing Order ,or 

Orders may be suspended upo n mo tion made without notice • 

If any such motion be opposed,the Chairman sh all permit 

an explanatory sta tement from the ~ember who mo ve s it 

and a statement from a membe~ who opposes it before he 

puts the question thereon. 

46. The for egoing St anding Orders shall continue in force until 

amended or repeal ed. 
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