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Issued by the NORTHERN IRELAND INFORMATION SERVICE 

THE FOLLOWING STi~TJ5MENT ViAS ISSUED TOD.,W BY THE PRnlIE MINISTER, 
MR BRU..N FAULKNER 

I want to condemn without reservation the conduct we saw in Dungiven 

yesterdayo It was wholly irresponsible; it tended to bring Northern Ireland 

into discredit; and, most serious of all , it did precisely what our enemies 

of the IRA must have hoped for in tying do"vn hundreds of the security forces 

and bringing people who claim to be loyal into confrontation 1i'lith them. 

There is no excuse for +hose who brought these men to the assembly point 

yesterdayo The organisers 'aere in no doubt well before the event of the 

a tti tude of the security forces and the GoverILTIlen t. They also knew that a 

lawful order prohibiting such a parade was in force. 

I made that order not just in the interests of maintaining peace in the 

Dungiven area but in the interests of the whole of Northern Irelando Had 

it been observed and respected as it ought to have been ~ all these hundreds 

of police fuld soldiers could have been diverted to far more pressing and 

constructive duties . 

I totally conG.eI'm all those who influenced this crowd to assemble for a 

parade they blew to be illegal, r ather than just to proceed to the Drumhe ad 

S ervice which was of course quite unaff ected. 

I want to make it clear that we will continue to follow our consistent 

policy on parades as stated on numerous previous occasions o We vmnt to 

p reserve as far as possible the right of peaceful procession , and in particular 

to allow the great traditional occasions to proceed v~th the minimum of 

interference . But we will also do our duty to preserve the peace under the 

law, end vnll continue to expect parade organisers to exercise sensibl~ 

restraint so as to relieve the security forces of burdens which are quite 

excessive in view of othor demamls upon them. 

J·l.bove all, we bel ieve we h e-ve a right at this time t o call for r espons ible 

leadership f rom all men of influence . It is only thus that the British way 

of life, fund am en tal to which is r espect for the l aw, can be preserved in 

Northern Irelandq 

14 June 1971 


