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¥r. Devlints main prececupation Is with the investlasilon by the
rablic Accounts Commitige of the Northexn Distress 2eliel Fund.

e was one of the three irastses of the bank sccount in Clomes.

The other twn were ¥r, Paddy Jennedy :.FP. and Yre Daddy Schory,

a selicitor and businsssman.

Hr. Devlin szid that in the sericd wp to Pre *haneu s Letterkanny
emeoch {6tk teverber 1269) he had signed tma or four checues

at the recucst of “r. Kennedy. lione of the chegues exceoded

£2,000 in valge, The total sum with which ¥r. Devlin had dirsct

contact would, therefore, not have been mers than seven or sight

thousand counds,

At the polnt in time at which he had siw these cheques he had
belisved that the money was being used for relief of :! stress.
Howevey, lmmediztely following © ge Letterksnny spesch ¥r. Devlinm
had been asked to make a statement in sunport of yr. '?lm

He had reéfussd te do so saying thzt he wo:ld rnot be bought by
anyone, and thereafter was soucezed out of any connectiion with
the Clones accomt.

It was sot until during the arms trial in :}Ju-l.hﬂ that he had
first heard of the ﬁame* atreet agccomnt He Ynew nothing about
1t although he had heard rumours and he had had ne connection
whatever with it.

Yre Doglin feoels reasonably satisflied that the sonies with which

he had been invalved were rrobobly spent vropexly. In this
eonnection he fools that could give useful
pnformation to the PAC.

ig tnoym to me. lie is 2 mecher of the segula.z
Cealding] IR and g merber of the Relfast Centyal Citizens
pefence Crusitiec. Ye claims teo cmtmvl the Lower Falls Road
area on behalf? of the Geulding TRA and claiecs also to have risked
life and limb on many occasions to pravent tyouble being crested
in that zrea by the orevisioral IRia. Tt is wall-kncan thatl the
Gsonlding IFA chanoaed the tactics of the IR from viclence te
peaceful nrotest’ in recent years and this has Leen cns of t
cawses of the split in the IRA :«md the cregtion of
Sinn Felin sod its (proviziomal but row of Ticial) IRA.

In assessing —at%i tudes it is necessary to take
the ahove into accomt and £9 zonglude that — hzs

and had no connection with r. Rlanev.

“r« Devlin believes that NN c:s shere some of the

xpendad from the Clomes Sizest Accsmt may have
mizht be preparsd to give evidence
’ ATter Moveuber 1969 moneys Evm the Fund
arpaar %o have dxiad *m 3o far as the Lower Fallg Road ares is
eoncarned and began ¢ be expended in other arzas of Belfast
for other than relisf purposzs.

Mr. Devlin blames ‘r. Faddy Yennedy for this and censiders thatl
Yr. Kennedy sold himeels cargle*ﬂ¥f te tiz. Blaney and allowed
himsalf %o be used for the purpuse of diverting the relief funds
to the ﬁurchase-af violence and the Instruments of violence.

In this respect Yr. ¥ennegdy wﬁfﬁeﬁ with the Melly brothers whe
rrobably distributed the cash in Selfast.
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I 23y say that I have come across the track of the Kelly brothers
nreviously in Telfast but, as a commen cmdition of 1ife therve ig
te tell liss about evervbody slse, T have heen reluctant to come
to any rersonal cenclugions or even tc genort on the things told
to me as they might simcly have beer gross slanders. In my
eontact work in the MNorth I have ~oved very gradually frem one
source to ansther and, In faci, have kent »v sources genarate.

“or regsons of prudence T have gongelously kent away altogesther
from twe grouns i,.2. the Dernadetie Devlin /Tamon YecTano ete. aroup
and the Provisisnal Tecublican grour. i the forrer case 7 saw
no seint in having discussions with pecrle who might very well
have used sven 2 simple contact in some puklic manner against the
Government here. In the latter ease I have had serious suspicions
for a leng time as to thelr connmeticns in the 26 Countiles.

As Y comgaived 1t ov Job te maks overall calitical zssesomerts X
alse tended €o keer away Trom infomation relating te what I knew
t0 be minl-groups however loud they shouwtoed. lHeverthelesgs it is
Impossible not 4o kear a oreat desl szbout zhem and to come to some
assegsment of their immortance. '

the circumstznces T fa22) I chould say that in mv oninian

had a4 dirvee onnsetion with de, Daddy Kennedy and,
an with brothers of

i it selfsst, onz of vhim lives in or neay

t0 the How Lodge Road area. This group has control of a nunber
af people in that ares and in other navis of Gealfast including Redevys
an elsmant in Fallwaornhy and ome in andersonstown. 1 am satisfied
and have beeon satisfied for a long time that this grom created
riot eltustions on Instruciions fram olsevhere. T am satigfied
that the rirengge of theso situationg was two-fold =
1; to demonstrate that the Taslsesch's rolicies were wrong and
2} to create a situatlion in which the Tiolseach would be 35333@
to act in 3 menrer contrary o hls general salicy.

T

P

%

T am also satisfind that this aroup is hishly unreoresentative of
genersl orinisn even arong the minoridy in Bslfast., There mav be
a few amono them who aet cut of ‘deslise but I helieve that most
of them were naid o zreste irouble, I goubt very much that this
particular gror has much connection with sinn Peln
whichk, mill rocently, called 14:slf the “rovisional -ifm Fein and
iz the political arc of what was galled ntil recently the
Provigianal TRA, -

It arpears that in the past fwe or three months the Tinds of this
group have been substantially reduced and thelr capacity for serious
trouble-making may 2lse, therefors;, haove been reduced. FHOWeveT s

%

thelr capacity #o intimidate certeln smal’l areas n Telfzet remalns,

I have given the above cerseonal zesessment in order %o enable some
assessment Lo be made of what My Devliin t0ld me. e know, of
course, that durino the cogror in Felfast in aunust 1969 Fr. Dewlin
aprlied here for zrms. At that dime his nogitien, I think we
might eoncede, was not unrsasonable as the B Specials ond the
Shankill Zead mob were In the crocess of Burning oot the Tzlls Road
area. Mow long ¥r. Dewlin might have contimued to hold that
pogition 1s something I de not inews, In his previous history he
had bean connected with the Tegular IRA and srent some veers in
detention, Recently ke claimed Before the ‘carmen Tribunal that
he had core to the conclugion some yesrs 3¢ that nalitical methods
were hetter than viclent wothods for szcuring his alxs. In
furtherance of this he had jelned the MILF some years zgo and begcame
an ¥,P, resresentinc hot fazty., ¥Yig conversiomm io seaceful
methads, theyefeore, would arpesy to have been a3 genuine one. e

= Ta momr 5 wmemihow ol dha ST whlead 5T smreedbdied Be omewsensd AT anma

3
|
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3w,

- * ol = « ane with what
1 have no evidence which assoclates him at any s-a2¢

wae bazen descrihed to me as

Altheough
sew py A . L F by BT s AT o ean oo =28 G.Skf'..‘i
ne vas cate a Lrustes D1 {..3'0::' s APL B A . : . e
to ;u;sart sy, Rlaney's Letterkenny spasch he r??ffed‘ ¢ Suhwag
last winter he concentrated mainly on 2ho re-building of Pombay
sereat,

1 2>, “herefore, inclined te celleve hi? whent he says ihii &g ggﬁ
anthing 40 de with svending money 10T }ﬁgh?athggqbe? ggnﬁ 2T

the services of violent peopls. B Gﬁﬂludsi? w;areiﬁta be o
sargrated in ihe nublic mind from the other Two t145:~§§ gngi.d
whom 3t least was involved with improper uss oF the "allet Fun

in Ny, Devlin's opinion.

Altheuah this Nepartment has not beea iavelved in any way with

£ - £ 4 : : 5 ire Tmwlls lizten to
ne Rolief Tand T felt that 1 owed it to Fr. Sevlin 1o
gi; ag +this subiset and Lo yanori '4n what he salda
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