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DAIL QU ESnm! addressed ~J1 ~~r.Ch fX1~'~t· 
by Deputy harte for answe~ on r ednesday, 
2" rio· 1 - . ' b " O'ry '" 6tn Ucto'er, ~,{ U . 

To ask the Taoiseach the Departments of State which are authorised 
to appoint arms purchasers . 

No IJepartments of btate are authorised to appoint arms purchasers . 

1his mat t er i s gov e r ne d by section 17 of the Firearms Act, 
1925 (co py a '~tact ed) . Under that section , no I ... erson may' import 
any firearm, ammunition etc . unless such imDort is authorised. bv 
a licence fro m the ~inister for Justice: this se ction does not ~ 
how'ever app l y 'to firearms etc . imported uncier th e autho·rity··Q-1'
the Minister for Lefence for the use of the Defence Forces or 
under the auth oriGY of the Mi nister fo r Justice for the use of the 
police force . In practice, the procedure in regard to the 
Defence Forces anti the Garda Siochana is a s fo llows : -

Defence Forces ! An officer of the DeoartmBnt of Defence -
the Principa l ~fficer who heads the Contra~t Section - i s 
auth orize d· by t he Minister under the Ministers and Secret aries Act 
to certify tha'.1 a ny particular con s i gnrnent of arms e tc . being 
imf orted i s for t h e use of t he Forces. 

Garda Siochana: A f irerms dealer in Dublin (who is the a~ ent 
in t~ i ~~,.e. co~ntry - f or t h ·, pi s t ol whi ch t he Garda -r use) is permit ted 
bl: ~~~1.~el,tS . t; rant eci , b t?~ r ,t;j~ ini st ~ > for J~:3 ti'"'e ~der s ection 
1((3? of t h? F l rea~rns ., ~ct! 1~25, to lmport tne arms~ lor l rans
ml SS lon t o the G r oa ~locnana . 

, . l\li tl~teb ' fro~l ~ 8P9Jr 'GPle rrG of l;Jefe~lf e ~\ tld .!! ~p~rtlJl.ent q,f 
Jus t ic e a.l30 att~:i C ; eo . ~ ~L~ rf4 ~.., <:L:..J ~ 
~ 7 ,' 1 frt ~. ~~-.. 
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Restrict ions on the 
lmport of firearms , 
prohibit ed wea pons 
§riLa.mrnu!1i~iog. 

Extract from Firearms Act, 1925 . 

,17 . - (1 ) No person shall import into SaorstAt 
Eireann any firea r m, an~unition, or prohibited 
weapon unl ess such import is aut h orised by a 
cont inuing licence grante d under this section 
and i n f orc e a t the time, or by an occasional 
l icence granted under this section a nd r e l ating 
t o the spec i f ic firearrn, ammunition or prohib i ·Sed 
weapon so imported. p~ J 1_ ) 

~ ~~(1-J ~ (J! ~~)i7{4, 
( . . . . . 

(3) A cont inuing licence t o i mport firearms or 
ammunition may on application i n the prescribed 
manner be granted by the Mini ster~ if he th i ngs f i t 
so t o do to any regist e red firearms dealer, and 
every such cont i nu i ng licence shall ope r ate and be 
expre ssed to authorise the i mport ation into 
Saorst~t Eireann of firearms and amrrrunition 
generally or of any s pecifi ed class or cla sses of 
firearms a.n o ammuni t ion through the port , by the 
registered 'eale r , during the period a nd sub j 6Ct to 
the conaitions named in such licence . 

(4) An oc casiona l licence to import i nto Saorsta '~ 
Ei reann a firearm, 'With or with out a mE2uni t i on 
therefor , m~ , on application i n the prescribed 
manner be g ranted bv t he IVl i nister Kto any person \"lho 
holds or could be g}anted a firearm certificate for 
t hE; firearm and amrnunition (if an)) in re spect of 
1JIihich the occ a. sional licence is sought or is a 
r egistered firearm s dealer a. nd every such oc casional 
licence sha ll ope ra t e and be ex pr essed to authorise 
the imnortation i n t o Saorst~t ~ireann of the firearm 
and th~ quantity of a mmunition (if any) specified in 
such licence ttrough the port , by the person, with in 
the time an" subject to the conditions named in such 
licence. 

(5) Every cont inuing licence g r anted by the Minister 
under th i.s se ction may be varied or r evoke d b y t he 
IV:iniste? at any time bef ore its expiration. 

(6) If any pe rson i mports i nto Saorst~t Eireann a 
firearm or pr oh i b ited we a.j;Jon or any ammun i tion without 
or othervlise than in accordance vlith a licence under 
this section authorising such i rrportacion or, in t he 
case of ammunition , in quantit ie s in excess of those 
s o aut horised, or fails to comp ly with any c ondition 
named i n a li cenc e grant ed to him under th is section, 
he shall be gui lty of an offence unoer thi s Act and 
sha l l be punishab l e acco rdingly . 

(7) The possession of a licence granted under this 
section shal l not r e lieve fr om th e obligation to obtain 
or hold any certificat e , permit , or autEori ty requ ired 
by any ot her provision of this Act . 

(8) Th i s se c t i on shall not appl y to the importation 
int o Saorst,3.t '''' ireann of any f irearms, ammunition or 
prohibit ed wea pon which is so imported under the 
autho ri ty of the Minister for Defence for th e use of 
the Defen c e Forces of Saorst~t Eireann or under the 
authority of the ~inister~for the use of any lawful 
po lice force i n Saorst~t Ei reann . 
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