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16 July, 1971 

st atement is sued by t he Social Democr atic and Labour 
Party announcing the Pa r ty's w thdrawal fr om s tormont 
( ..L d· t h P 1 "" S t T r c, h. I' .J e Vii S 0 f 1 7 J u 1 V 1 971 ) c a s .r e p 0 r l .. e ~ 1 n . e '::.'; e .t. I C1 ..L '--' • 

The Parliament ary party of the Social Democrati c and 
Lab our Par ty issu(~d a s t at ement ear l i er this vl/8 c:k in 
which we demanded an i mpartial inq~i ry into the deaths 
of two younq De rry men ~esu lting fr om British army 
action, and - in which we ma de it clear th at in the 
event of fail ure by the author itie s to agree to our 
demand we could t a~e a cer t ain course of ac tion. 

Our demand has not b een me t and vve have, theref ore, no 
alternative but to p~ r s ue the c our s e of action th at we 
have alreadY outl i. ned in our e arlier s t atE:ment. ~!\l e will 
pursue th at"course of action. 

We point ed out that we regarded our demand as a basic 
test of, and a public questioni ng of , the sincerity and 
determinati on of the Bri t is h Gov ernmen t to proce ed in 
an imparti al ma nner toward s a pol itic al sol uti on to the 
problems of our community. 

We have arrived at t his point of que stioning as a 
result of a whole series of issu es and events of which 
the Derry de aths wer e bu t a cul mination and for us the 
last straw. These ev ents have led to incr ea sing doubts 
in our mi nds over a pe riod of time about t he us efulness 
of our role as Parli~me ntary repr es ent ativ e s within the 
pr e sent system. 

We have now been driven to t he point when we have been 
faced with a cl ea r c ~oic e - e ither to c ontinue to qive 
credibility to the system wh ich i n it self is basic~lly 
unstable and from which de rive s the ~ nr es t th at is 
destroying our community, or ta ke a s t and in order to 
bring home t o th ose in authority the need f or strong 
political action to solve our problems and to prevent 
any further tragic lo s s of life which derives from the 
instability of our political institutions. 

The deaths in ? erry wer~ a final but ~mport ant straw. 
If, as responsIble pub llC repr esentatives, we are unable 
to obtain action on an issue such as this - an issue which 
has outraq ed our c ons t i tu ents - what role is there for us 
in the pr~sent Parliamen t ary system. 

If British troops had shot unarmed civilians dead in a 
riot situati on ~n the str eets of Bi r mi ngham, wh at would 
have been the reacti on of the Br itish nubIic? Would there 
t b .. 1\ I nave een an Inqulry! 

Human life has bee n s eri ously devalued by vi olent elements 
in our society. We f i nd it intolerable that it should be 
devalued by those in Governme nt charg ed with the res ponsibility 
of solving our problems. By doing so they play straiqht 
into the hands of th os e s ame v iol ent elements. -

The actions of both the British C; ov c: rnm (:~ nt and t he British 
Army on this i ssue t end to c onf i rm ou r incr easinq suspici ons 
ab out the role of t he Army in the Nor thern Irela~d si~uation. 
Th e s e s !J S pi c i on s d at e from the 2. .r r i v a .1 i n p owe l' 0 f the 
present administrati on, in st anced by the mil itary action in 
the 'curfew' of the Lower Fal ls, a f ew short weeks after they 
c am e to p ovve r • 

/ .. 
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Instanced by the proposals for a fulltime battalion of the 
UDR; 

Instanced by the unques tioning acceptance of the truths of 
Army public stat ement s ; 

Instanced 
us i no th e 
obvi ousl y 
under the 

by the admi t t ed policy of virtual internment 
'1] . d 'n ~-nc o ~ hV ~ h e normal ega., pr oce sses , an 1 S ' .. d c.. ~\ • . " ~ V I 

decr easinq politic al c ontr ol of the mliltary 
new Bri.tish ' administrati on . 

by 

Then we had the I sh':)i:) t on su sp ici on ' policy announced by 
Mr . Faulkner , a p olicy now c o~firmed, de spit e t he 
subsequent denials th at ther e had been a change . Then 
we have t he obvious and i ncr e as i ng l ack of consult ati ons 
between the British Covernme nt ()nd Opposi t i on le ad.ers , an 
attitude in st ark contr ast to the pre~ious administration 
which , without prejudice to e ither side , sought our view 
continually . 

The attitude of the pre s ent Whit ehall administr ation on 
this matt er was eith~r due to deliber at e policy or to sheer 
carelessness - either of which w~s un oa rdonable in the 
present serious situ ati on. -

Is it any wonder th at we feel th at the role of the military 
has changed from baing that of i mpartial keepers of the 
peace to th at of s horing up and su pp orting a particular 
indiv idua l in the office of Prime Min i ster? Has the 
British Gov ernment even yet f aced up to the logic of its 
presence i n North ern Ir eland ? Public mem ori e s are short 
but the memories of t hose who s uf Er?! ar e not . 

We would recall the c i r c ~m st a n c es of the i nt ervention of 
August , 1969, when t he Ar my c am e t o t he streets to impose 
law and order , and a r eform pr ogramme was forced on stormont . 
What did that interv ention me an oth er than that the Northern 
Ireland system its elf had failed to produce the ba s is for 

, . t' d' }'" t peace , JUS lce an, s·c ?:\..,Hll y . 

Now two Years later , h av i na r efus ed to face th at loaic , the 
British Government , without the: sli qht c c;t con s titutional 
g'lar"nt ,·;, ,,, ;:;,c;k ,''' d IUC) t o '1'~,{O,l i(.)vp +l-J ~, +-'tL' e ct' i,·' f c"rch )'t ?'cts . _ a ~. t ::; , ' . ..-\ ...... ~ .. . , ... . ~ ~ .. _ . .... .... ..... .. ,.~) ..... t . ..1 _ ..... =-1. . _ ~ _ ~... ~ 

of our injustice-ridd en s ocictYt th e Uni onist Party , are 
the peopl e who can govern us towards a sol uti on , with the 
same' system! 

Throughout those two years we have had legislative r eform . 
We have repe ated l y made it clear that the letter of reform 
is not the - r eality without a ch ange of he art . Inste ad of 
a change of heart we have witness ed t he st e ady and incr e asing 
grip upon the system by right-wing forces in North ern I reland . 

~ r-' ,., . t h 1 -l.(: 1 J J '1-' "t . lWO 'rlme "!i.lnlS Jers !lave 3J..r eac.y 1.2_ , en co 1: .1e u:' 1n ran s lgence 
and intolerance and a third has shown repe at ed evidence of 
hi s willingness to bovv the knee to th e ir" prc::ssur' E'c'S , culminating 
in the remarkable si ght of a Prime Minister and half his 
CBbine t obeying a SlJrmn ons from the Orange Or dc~ r, of which thoy 
are members , to att end a mee ting in Lurgan to discuss the 
ques t ion of Orange parade s . 

Doe s the British Gov ernment seriously believe that there can 
be any real public c onf i de nce in a C6v ernme nt which is still 
dominated by a s ecr et s ect ari an society and d oes it believe 
that its army c an be used to b ack the decis ions of such a 
Govcrnmc·nt on the qu es t i on of rerou ti rig of Or anqe par ades v,fh i.c h 
s eri ously thre aten t ~ e peace and stil l be r e g aide~ as having 
an impartial role ? 

/ .. 
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All these factors have l ed us to the po int of questioning 
the s incerity and determination of the Br itish Gov ernment 
to solve this problem . 

Indeed, it would appear to us that the British Gover nmen t 
has no r eal policy beyond th il t of re ac ting t o event s as 
they ha ppe n and hoping that the probl~m.wi ll . ru n away : .. 
Suc h an att itude amounts to one of crIm I nal lrr esponslbll lty 
and negligence , mor e so because of the re pr ese nt at ions that 
we have made and of the ac cur acy of our forecas t s . 

I ns ofar as we can det ect any definite policy , it wou ld 
app ear t o be the mainte nance of stormont in its pre s cnt 
f or m, carrying out minimum civi l rights reforms and 
inv ol vi ng the Op~)osi ti on only to the point when thc:! 
Uni onist right -wi ng wou ld not be alienat ed . 

In other words , British policy i s sti ll gover ned , as it 
always has been , escep t f or a few short month s i n 1969 , 
by th e thr ea t of t he right-wing back l ash . There can be 
no soluti on till t he right-wing is confront ed . The 
prese nt policy , such as it is , has never had any chance of 
succes s and has now be en totally shatter ed by ou r decisi on 
t o withdr aw from the present pa rliament ary system and set 
up an alter nat ive assembly . 

We hope th at by doing so we will bring home t o t he wor l d 
th e r ea lity of t he Nort hern Ire l and situ ation , which is 
th (1 t .S t orrr.Dn t is , and alwaYs has be,:;'n , th e v oice of Unionism . 
The assembly tha t we proo ~ s e will be the v oice of non-
Unionists . There can be no sol ution whi ch does not t ak e 
accoun t of both and it would be our hope for t his community 
th at such accoun t i s take n sooner r at he r t ha n l ater . 

The Pa rty sa id th ere were t hos e who would say t hat th ei r 
a t titude was neither re sponsible nor constructive . We 
would draw thei r attention to our record which has bee n 
one of c onstructive pa rli amen t ar y and public activ ity 
agains t an i ncr ea singl y difficul t background . 

We have c onsistently c ondemned viol ence and have con ti nually 
ur qed restr a int , often at poli t ical cost to ourse lves and 
in-unpopul ar circumst ances . We now t ake thi s stand in 
order ' t ~ br ing home to those in authority in London the need 
for pol itical s oluti ons to end the instabil ity which l eads 
to c onti m.ling unr es t he r e . Even th e Gee points ou t the 
need for a politic al s oluti on . How l ong must we wa it? 

Let us make it c l ear once aga in that we dep l ore and condemn 
outriqht viol enc e as a means to poli tica l ends . Those who 
delib~r ate l y org a ni~e and perpe t~ at e vi ol ence in our s oci ety 
are only l eadi ng t he peopl e to destruction , and the only ones 
t o suff er, to date , and they have suffer ed griev ously , are 
tho se people i n the ar ea s where vi olenc e has t aken place . 

Violent men mus t also take t he ir share of r esponsibility for 
the suffer ina and death th at r esult s from t hei r acti on s . 
Wh en th e fir ~t stone is thrown or the first sh ot is fired , 
no one knows where i t wi ll end . But anyone who knowi ngly 
st arts or cr eate s a vi ol ent si tu at ion must bear his share of 
the responsibili ty for th e conseque nces . 

To our supp orters we say firmly and c le arly - st ay off the 
str ee t s and give no supp ort what ever to th e vi ol ence or the 
perp etr ation of it . We aT e de termined to create a solution 
to t his problem but v iol ence , apar t from the suf fe ring and 
death th at i t causes in our areas , c an on l y hi nder us . 

/ .. 
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One Year aa o the whole world supported our cause . This 
is nbt so -todav becausE':' of vi ol encE=) and vi oh~ nt me n. 'He 
have heard recently the pul.)l:Lcly (} xpr r:" s:3ed viows of some 
of t hose who advoc at e vi ol e'nce . Doc s anyone rO ;'l lly be lieve 
that we can build a decent society on such at titudes? 

Finally may we say that we we lcome the supp ort given to 
our stand by our parliamentary col leagues and other groups . 

We would withhold fu r ther details about the nature of the 
alte rnative assembly that we proDose until we ha ve had , in 
courtesy , tho opportunity of discussing our ideas with t hose 
of ou r parliamentary colleagues at stormont who have expressed 
support for our st and . 
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