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1 1 t ~ J uly' , 1971 - .,,- .... --~--... - ----

News Report of a s t a t e~ e nt is sued ~ y t he Social Democrat i c 
and Lab our Par ty, Sunday 11th Ju l y, 1971 . 

If A meeti na of the Par1 iame nt ar y P .:-1 r t y of the SDLP v.,ras 
he ld in D~rry t o di s c uss the current s i tu a t ion . The 

r ty \- . d f ul l n ""i .. ..,{ C1 t - J' 1 0d -'"'er\ ort f r om Mr J ohn p a ' 1 e ar a -L a ··.· .... \ '-.. a .. J. r.:; ... .L t / . . - '- . • ' .. • 

Hume MP on his i nvest i qa t ion into th e tr aqic de at h of 
t wo young me n as a res 01t of Br it i s h Army - action . 

nVJe are completely s a t isf i ed t h ~:l t !vl r . Hume ' s c a l l. f or 
an inqu i ry i nt o t he cir cums t ances of t hes e de at hs i s 
fully j us tifi ed and will r eveal th at t he st at ement s 
of t he Br i ti s h Ar my and s t orm ont Pr i me Mi ni s ter ar e 
untrue . We now re i t erate our dem and f or an i mpartial 
inquiry . The im p or t ance of a refus al to agree - t o an 
inquiry shou ld n ~t be under est i ma t ed , and will p ose 
some questions wh i ch are of f ar -r e aching political 
C onsequenc e . 

ffThe first que s t ion posed ha s t o d o v'lith t he role of 
th e B r i t.i s hArm y i n Nor t he r n Ire 1 a nd . ff Ha s the r ole 
chanqed s ubst ant iall y? We have on record the st atement 
of the s tormont Pr ime Mi nis ter on 25 t h May th at the 
British Army c ould s h oot on s us p ic ion , a s t atement later 
withdrawn bec aus e of t he strengt h of our prot est . Is 
sho ot on suspici on now the r e al ity? A s ec ond , and more 
import ant que sti on , r e l ate s to our ro le as elected 
represent ative s . 

IIIf , in a si tu a t i on as ser i ous a s '\NP now find ourselves , 
a demand for an inquir y i nt o ev en t s w~ ich have outr aged 
our cons t i tuent s , a rlema nd we f ee l t o be ju s tified , is 
not qr ant ed , t he n wha t is t he j ust i f i ca ti on for our role 
wi thIn t he pr- ese nt sys t em ? tP.,\le l.,M oul d p oint out th at 
t h r au 9 h OlJ t t he e xt r em e 1. y t u r b IJ 1 e n tan d d i ff i C IJ 1 t p e r i ad 
throu qh whic h our c ommuni ty had a cne we hav e at al l t i mes 
d one bur ut mos t t o g ive r e ~ pon s i6 1 e l e adership . 

lt We have urged c onti r1'.l i ng res t r aint , 'iN e have opposed any 
attempts by our supp ort pTs t o prot est on t he str ee t s , and 
we have f ought d ogg ed l y i n Pa rl i ame nt t o have mea ningful 
reform in order to c rea t e t he c ondi ti ons f or ju s tic e and 
pe ace in OU T s oc i c? t y ·: . 

The party s a id t h ~ t i n s pite of the ever-inc r e a s i nq d oubts 
in its mi nd strenqthened bv the ac t i ons of t hos e w~ o f ormed 
the pr e s ent G ov e r ~me nt of ~orther n I r eland and t he i nac t ion 
?f t he Brit i~ h Gover nment! i t had c ontin ued its struggle 
1n a r e s p ons lb le and par l1 am ent ary ma nne r J eve n t o t he 
p oi nt where i n th e e ye s of t hos e i t r epr e s ent ed it was 
~a r ry i ng s ome of the r e s ponsib i l ity foi the unj ust system 
which it had been t ry i ng t o c hange . 

H Th e r e c om C? s a p 0 i n t \.'1/ 1'1 ere t 0 c on tin u e t 0 d 0 s 0 i s t 0 a p pea r 
to t ondone t he pr esent sys tem. 

HThat poi.nt , in our v iew, ha s n ov} been r e ached . VIe c an no 
longe r c ontinue wi th out cl e ar ev ide nc e th a t our wish e s and 
t hose of t he peoo l e we r epre sen t ar e r espected . 

i I . ; . 

~ r I h t · - ' l ' 1 . ..... • . th d t . · . . n S.lor , 'he arE; n ov·, P UD .L l C ..... Y qu e s L 1 on 1 0 9 e _. e ermlnatlon 
of the Br i t is h Government to pr oc eed in an i mparti al manner 
towards a poli ti c al s ol ut ion of OUT problems . 

tl The rnil i t a. ry role of t he }\.rmy has al \;vay s b e e n a temporary 
one . Thei r i mpar t i al r01e has now cle arly ended . Th ere 
c an be n o military s ol :J. tion . E:v en th e C;CC admit s that . 

I . . 
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H The E r i t.i s h (; over nr"l (~ ryt m t l s t n ow f ac e ; . .1 p tot h e c 1 ear 
c onseau cnc es of thei r i nterverl t i cn of Augus t, 1969 ; 
and r~veal their de t ermination to p r oduc~ a polit ical 
soluti on whic} will be mean ingful and ac cep tabl e to 
tLose we rep re s (:~ nt . 

:Hi'] i th out s uch ev i denc e WE:': can not c ()ntinu e to g i.ve our 
c onsent to a con t inu ~ ti Q n ?f the pr e s en t syst~m , ~hich 
has r esult ed in deat hs of lnn ocent pe op le , ana WhiCh 
if allowed to c onti nue , mu st inev itabl y le ad to 
further tr ~;.gE.~cl y . 

HOur dema nd for an inqui ry is a dec i sive t es t of the 
sinceri t y and de t er mi nation of the British Government . 

ii lf it is not gr ant ed , t hen as public l y e lect pd 
represent atives , we will res pect t he logic of our 
posi t ion, which is ~h et there i s n o r ole we can usefully 
~lay wit h in t he present sy s t em . 

tllf our dem and is n ot met by Thurs da y nex t - exactly a 
week af t er t he dea t hs of the t wo young men - we wil l 
withdraw i mmed iat ely f rom Parliament , and will take 
necessary steps t o set up an a lt~rn a tive ass embly of 
ele c ted repr es ent ativ e s to deal wi t h the prob lems of 
t he peopl e th at we r ep r esent , and to b ec ome the 
authori t ative v oice to negotiate a polit ic al solution 
on their behalf , and we will callan all ou r parliament ary 
col I e a g lJ e s to j 0 i n VI i t h us . ' i 
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