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Telef6n ~ 52971 
Telephone) 

S ~on fhreagra chun:-
(l\. I~ess any reply to:--) 

AN RONAl 
(The Secretary) 

faoin uimhir seo:
( quoting:-) 

1[8(3 EI"·fL6t1 P G.9UE1l21illII.6h 
417/153/4 III 
5 September 1969 

,0,11 R011111 5116t,o, f e,o,C"CR,o,C~ 

Department of External Affairs, 

b,o, It.e ,&t,o, Cll,o,t 2 
Dublin, 2. 

I am to inform you that the Government have decided to request the 
inscription of an itc:;m entitled 

BThe Situation in the I\Jorth of Ireland lt 

on the agenda of the twenty-fourth regular session of the General 
Assembly' of the United Nations which opens in New York on 16th 
September, 1969. A co py of the letter of request from our 
Permanent Renresentative to the Secretary-General is attached , 
together with a copy of the accompanying Explanatory Memorandum . 

Please arrange to have our request brought to the attention of 
the Government(s) to which you are accredited and to seek their 
support for the adoption of the item on the agenda and for our 
position on the subject in subseouent consider ation by the General 
Assembly. 

Inscription of the item on the agenda will come up for consideration 
in the first instance by the 25 -nation General Committee, made up 
of the President, 17 Vice-Presidents and 7 Committee Chairmen of 
the twenty-fourth session. So far as we are at present aware these 
25 positibns are likely to be occupied by the foliowing countries:-

.... °b . 
h~~ 

First --
Second ................................. 

IhirQ 

,.... t1 
.tQ~l1 

Fifth 

Ecuador 
.~------

(Miss Angie Brooks) 

( ,. ,rr 
{V) • 

( 1\'-r U\ • 

( l"~r lVi . • 

Agha Shahi) 

Kulaga ) 

Caranicas) 

(Madame Abdallaha 
f'l'ld '· ..... ad,-l..., h Turl"lo a) f-\;J . .L),-. ,-. \ . .-\ .~).. \.. . 

(Mr. Idzumbuir) 

(Senor David Silveira 
da Mota, Jr.) 

Support for inscripti on of the item should be sought in particular 
amohgst these 25 members of the General Committee by those of our 
Missions which are either accredited to any of the countri es concern ed 
or in a Dosition to make useful reDresent~tions to diDlomatic 
represen~atives of thos e in whi ch ~e have-no re pr e sen~ation. " /"t£.",,;, ,..-:? 4? l~, .. -·,~~,-<---'l·----·_Q._···~ 

/~~ • ...... -1 '- · _ C Runat " __ .. _" ....... iW!..,$~ encl • 
.s' -~-



Department of the Taoiseach TSCH/3: Central registry records

© National Archives, Ireland

Letter dated 5th Sept ember, 1969, from the Permanent 
Reoresentative of Ir eland to the United Nations 

; addressed to the Secretary-General 

~~~~~._~_'_M _______ _ 

On the instructions of my Government, I have the honour, 

by virtue of Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the 

General Assembly, to requ est the inclusion in the agenda 

of the twenty-fourth regular sess i on of the General Assembly 

of an item entitled trIhe Situation in the North of Ireland H 

as an item of an import ant and urgent character. 

In accordance with Rule 20 of the Rules of Procedure an 

Explanatory Memorandum is at tached. 
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EXPLANATORY !viEI'IlCRANDUM 

The long standing grievances of the large minority in that area of 

the North of Ireland (comprising the Six Counties of Antrim, 

Armagh, Derry, Dovin, Fermanagh and Iyr one) vvhi chi s st ill under 

British jurisdiction, found expression last year in a movement 

of protest which r apidly gained force and spread through all the 

major cities and towns in the area. By the Government of 

Ireland Act 1920 the British Government set up a se parate 

administration in the area, and while ret aining overriding 

control in Westminster, conferred on the Belfast Parljament 

certain powers which, though limited, are of very great 

significance for the day to day life of the people. 

2. In Oc tober, 1968 '/IIh en the first maj or civil rights 

protest march took place in Derry CitYt the minority found 

new direction throug h the spont aneous welding together of 

existing local minority protes t groups into a broad-based 

n on-political and non-sect ar ian civil rights movement. 

This movement r apidly gr ew in de t ermina ti on and purpose 

mainly through the justi ce of the civil ri ghts c as e, but 

also thr ough the ne ed to meet resolutely the increasing 

oppo siti on, usually of a vio l e nt nature, whi ch civil ri ghts 

supoorters enc ou nt ered at t he hands of reactionary sectarian 

groups organised with the tacit or active approval of l arge 

sections of the majority population and with the support or 

conniv ance of the authorities, particularly throt.lgh their 

a gent s , the Hoyal Ulster Constabulary and a s pecial partisan 

para-military force known as the :lUlster Special Constabulary", 

(the H8 Specials rt ). 

3. The slow pace of reform and the equivocation of the 

authorities on the implement ation of specific reforms which 

had been promised added to the frustration of the mi nority with 

the r es u 1 t t bat c om fT(U n a 1 ten s i on and pol a r i sat ion 5 t e a d.i 1 Y 

I. · 
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increased. In this situation, on the 12th August, 1969, 

despite a s pecific warnin g by local pol it ical, reli gi ous 

and c i vil ri ghts l eader s and an ap proach by the Government 

of Ireland to the British Government, a se ctarian pa rade 

was permi t t ed by the authorit i es t o take place aga inst the 

wishes of most of the inhabitants of the Ci ty of Derry in 

extremely provocative circ umstances . The c ()ns equenc es 

were a major att empt at violent repressi on of the people 

of Derry by the po lic e and outbreaks of r ioting in most 

of the maj or towns in t he whole are a c 1J l mi nating in bit ter 

a nd wanton at tacks on the minority in Belfast with resultant 

loss of life and destructi on of homes . It is estimate d 

that at lea s t 10 ,000 persons have been affected and are in 

need of hel p as a reeult, e ither throu gh the destructi on of 

their homes dur ing the v iol ence or bec ause they were fo rced 

through intimidation or fear to f l ee as refugees acros s the 

Border to the South and to Britain . The inci pi ent civil 

war situ ation was c ont ai ned only by the sending in of British 

troops on the grounds that t he British Governm ent claim 

ultimate r esponsibility for the prot ecti on of those who live 

in Nor thern Ireland whe n as on thi s occ asion a breakdown of 

l aw and order occurs . In t his c onnec t i on it mus t be st ated 

th at , in the vi ew of the Government of I rel and , the deployment 

of British troops once agai n on acti ve service on Irish s oil 

after a laps e of half a century is not accept able nor would 

they be l ikely to restore pe acefu l c onditions in the l ong term. 

4. Having regard to the gravity of the situ ati on, the 

Government of Ireland after f ailing to gain ac ceptance by the 

} :"1 • t· h ; th . ...!.. • -f -t ' . l ..c l.r:: . · h .) r l 1 S i aJ 0 r 1 II 0 S O . c er a J_ n pr o po s a s .l 0 r exc? 1. '...1 S .1 n 9 tie 

situation , decided to mak e an immedia te re quest to t he United 

Nati ons Security Counci l fo r the despatch to th e area of a 

United Na tions peace-keeping f orce. The request for an urgent 

meeting of the Counc i l to c onsi de r the matter under Article 35 

of the Charter is cont ained in the l e tter' da ted 17th Augu st 1969 
i 

/ .. 
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(S/9394) from the Permanent Representative of Ireland. to 

the President of the Security Council. The letter stressed 

that ~ 'in making this appe al they must emphasize that, 

responding to the feeling s of the people of Ireland, they 

cannot stand by and see Irish me n, 'vame n and c h ildr en s uff e r 

injury or worse in the Six Co unties of No rthern Ireland, and 

cannot tolerate the tensions created along the Border which 

separates part of Ire l and from the area of our pres ent eff ective 

jurisdictionH. The Minister for External Affairs of Ireland 

at the invitation of the Council addressed the Council on 

20th August (s/pv ,,1503) • The Council adjourned without taking 

a decision about insc r ibing the question on its agenda. 

5. The agitation and violence in the Northt which during the 

past year attracted increasing attention from world opinion, 

are directly cause d by the failur e of the authorities concerned 

to grant the just demands of the oppressed minority over a 

long period for equal treatment with the majority. 

Discrimination has ran ged from an undemocratic electoral 

system~ particularly as re gards loc al government, to unfair 

allocation of public housing an d unfair prac tices in both 

public and private empl oyment t all buttressed by a system 

of exceptional legisl ation designed to secure the suppression 

of public opinion and perpetuate the status quo. These 

practices have been recently described in the Review of the 

International Commission of Jurists (Number 2, June 1969). 

The current resist ance of the local maj orl ty in the area to 

reasonable minority demands for change, in accor dance with 

fundamental political and religious ri ghts, is the product 

of fifty years of social st agnation, leading to the classic 

cycle of fear, prejudice, discrimination and violence, which 

have become part of the fabric of the society in the area. 

The continued existence of this type of society with its 

outmoded set of valu es is due prim arily to the cutting off 

/ .. 
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4. 

some fifty years ago of the Six County area from the rest of 

Ireland and the consequent entrenchment of a sect arian local 

majority controlling the pa rliament t.hen established in Belfa.st. 

6. The Government of Ir eland 'ha ve always condemned the 

ex i stence of discrimination i n any form in any part of Ireland, 

and they have c onst antl y deplored int oler ance and pre judice 

in the Six County ar ea . The y have striven for the acceptance 

of the principle of equal politic al and social rights for all 

their fellow Irishmen in the Si x County area and for economic 

cooperation in the c ommon i nterests of all the people of 

Ireland; and they have also urged that progre~s towar ds 

reform be accelera ted . The Government have at the same time 

stressed that the r oot c ause of the demonstrations and unrest 

in the North is the unjust partition of Irel and which arose 

out of British pol i cy against the wishe s of the overwhelming 

majority of t he I ris'"' people. They are convinced that the 

reunific at ion of Irel and gi ves the only hope for the evolution 

of balanced political and s ocia l rel at ions between all sections 

of the "I rish peop le in accordance with the principl e s of the 

Ch arter, the Un ive r s a l Dec laratio n of Human Ri ghts and the 

Declaraticin on t he Gra nting of Ind ependence to Colonial 

Countrie s and Pe oples set forth in resoluti on 1514 ( XV) 

ad opted b y the C3c' neral i\s s emb Ly on 14th Dec ember, 1960 in 

particular paragraph 6 thereof which s ta tes: 

!f /~n y a t t em pt a t th e par t i a l or tot a 1 di s I u p t ion 

of the nat ional unity and the territorial integrity 

of a country is incompa ti ble with the purposes and 

principles of th(~ Char ter of the United Nations H + 

7. Successive Irish Gov er nments have emphasized th at the 

reunification of Ir e l and should be achieved not by fo rce but 

by peaceful means and recen t ly the present Government ind ic ated 

their desire t o ex pl ore every reasonable pros pect with the 

Government of the United Kin gdom so th at ITishmen can once aga i n 
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live together in peace and justice as one community and one 

n at ion. The C~overnment have every hope t hat with goodwi ll 

and better understandin g the causes of the demonstrations and 

unrest in the North of Ireland c an be eliminated with 

reasonable speed and in a peaceful and orderly manner, in 

keeping with the interests of the Irish nation as a whole 

and of the United Kingdom as well . They fear, however, that 

unless the causes of the present ~nrest there are speedily 

eliminated in a determined manner , the situation will become 

worse leading to further violence, destruction and bloodshed 

with serious consequences ' both for the whole of Irela nd and 

the United Ki ngdom . 

8. In these circumstances, the Government of Ireland believe . 
that the General Assembly should consider the situation in the 

North of Ireland so th at, in accordance with the principles 

of the Charter, discrimi nati on in all its forms in that area 

be eliminated; human rights and fundame ntal f re edoms be 

established there for a ll; and the danger of serious inter-

national friction between Ire land and the United Kingdom be 

avoided. In this connect ion the Government of Ire l and 

c onsider that Article 1 .3 of the Charter defining one of the 

Purposes of the United Nations and Articles 13, 35, 55 and 60 

have pa rticular rel evance to the situation . 

9. For all the foregoing reas ons t the Government of Ireland 

wish to request ins cription on the agenda of the twenty-fourth 

session of the (ieneI'al Ass c>mbly of an item soti tled tiThe 

Situ at ion in the Nort h of Ireland H as an item of an important 

and urgent character under Ru le 15 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the General Assembly ~ 
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