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This is from Seamus Brady, eye witness account of the Belfast area.
22 August, 1969

I am sending down from Dundalk Military Post some copies of the
Citiz#n Press which is a bulletin got out inside the barracides in
Belfast, also copies which you requested of the Protestant Telegraph
with a couple of subscription forms which I hope would be worthwhile
taking advantage of, Also I enclose a copy of the forms which are
given to victims of the Belfast troubles, One is a claims form
for compensation for criminal injuries the other a claims form for
compensation for damage to property. You will note that in both
forms the person is supposed to report to one of the R.,U.C. Stations
in the area and have this filled in. I am told in Belfast that vexy
few people are making reports. What is being done is that four
Solicitors are giving their services free to the Relief Services at
St. Peters Church at the top of the Falls Road and they will put in
the claims in block form.

This begins the Report now proper.

Belfast today is a powder-keg. The Catholic population with some of
their Protestant neighbours are now in enclaves behind barricades

on both sides of the Falls Road and the Ardoyne area at the top of the
Crumlin Road.

There are nearly 35 = 40,000 people behind these barricades.

These are fully manned cach night from 9 pm by men from the different
Catholic Parishes aleng the Falls Road and at Ardoyns.

Mo one is allowed in after 10 pm unless one can establish ones
identity.

The British troops remain outside the barricades. The troops are
mostly along the Falls Road and at the roads leading on to the
Shankill Road where most of the Paisleyite trouble-makers live,
There are also a concentration of troops around the Ardoyne area

and they have also sealed off with barbed wire rows of houses swch as
Bombay Street off the Falls Road and Hooker Street offCrumlin Road
which were burned out.

The present total of persons who have either been burned out or who
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reached 7,000s A total of 400 houses have been either burned

or partly destroyed while an area of two acres of factories along
the Falls Road near Divis Street have been gutted, This was done
by the Paisleyite mobs who invaded the area from the Shankill Road
district on Thursday afternoon and again on Thursday evenina.

The Catholic Parish school of St. Galls was also destroyed by fire
in Waterville Street. Again 40 houses in Cashmire Hoad in

St. Paul's Parish were also gutted on the Friday night,

It is important that the facts are established as to how this

trouble began in Belfast, The first real trouble in Belfast as I
hzve now established from different witnesses started on the Tuesday
after the 12th of July when the so-called Shankill Defence League
Held a meeting in Chio Street off the Crumlin Road., There were
thousands of Paisleyites at that meeting. John icKeague the self=-
styled Chairman of the Shankill Defence Association shouted to the
crowd over loudspeakers "let no more Papists in hére“. Someone
shouted up to him "what about those who already have". His reply
over the loudhailer was "I leave that to yourselves",

Tension followed and there was fighting that weekénd between
Catholics and Protestants in Cupar Street which runs between the Falls
and Springfield Roads in the diredticn of Shankill Road.

The allegation that Catholics at Unity Walk Flats threw stones at the
Young Orangemen's Procession which followed the 12th is untrue.

Even John McQuade the Unionist M.P. admitted this two weeks ago in the
Belfast Telegraph.

The facts are that this Parade was brought in through the Flats

which are a series of 8 or 9 storcy buildings. The Parade went

in through the buildings and where there is a majority of Catholic
residents, A woman was struck on the hand by an Orangeman with one
of the decorative spears which they carry or cannon holders and this
led to some trouble which Police stopped.

Catholics were moving out of houses in the Crumlin Road area as early
as 3 weeks agos This followed threats made to certain Catholic
homes in the area by Paisleyites. One woman told me that when

she moved out of her home in Crumlin Road R.U.C. men stood at the

street corner and said "We cannot guarantee any protection”,
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The real trouble in Belfast ea’hpted on the Thursday evening when
the B Specials were called out by proclamation of the CGovernment

all over the S5ix Counties.h I am told by a contact in the Special
Branch of the R.U.C. — that, that eveninéxz -
the B Specials in Belfast mis~interpreted the order and assumed thaﬁ;
they were being put out to get revenge on Catholics in Belfast for .
what had happened in the Bogside in Derry., My contact telis me that
the Specials went to Police Barracks throughout Belfast and s@gzed
the R.U.C. wegpans. This is borne out in interviews which I had
with a number of people in the Falls Road who were there when the

B Specials came in from the Shankill Road. For one thing the

B Specials are equipped in districts outside urban areas with

Lee Enfield World War Two Rifles. In Belfast they are equipped with
Point 38 Revolvers like the R.U.C. But the B Special forces who
invaded the Falls Road Area on Thursday night were firing

Steriing Sub-Machine Guns., The Parish Priest of St Pauls

Dr Gerald Montigue, former Senior Dean of St, Patrick'g College,
Maynooth told me "I was standing in the street when the first thing
was a number of smoke bombs were thrown and then Speclals in private
cars came driving in from the Shankill Road area down the side-streets.
I went into the Presbytery out of the way to avoid the shots which
were going on. They were firing 1ndiscriminately.“

My Special Brapch contact also tells me that at one stage early on
Friday morning B Specials apd R.U.C. engaged in a gun battle lasting
nearly + an hour in Fercy Street.

The B Specials finally left the area some time early on Friday
morning but they were followed by the Qrange mobs from the Shankill
Road urged on by people like icQuade the M.P., or by McKeague the
leader of the Shankill Defence League., They rampaged up the Falls
Road, burned out houses in Zombay Street, and threw petrol bombs

into & numoer of Public Houses in the Falls Road. They also

smashed windows and threw petrol bombs into factories on the Falls
Road which are now gutted,

The re-action to this was described to me as follows "the people of
the Falls Road on Friday evening when British troops were bagiﬁ%ng

to move into position came out like ants. They dug the paving
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stones to make barricades, they seized bus$es, bread=vans,

lorries and blocked all the entrances to their homes from the r

-

Falls Road.

The Falls Road is now open but all the roads leading from it on
gither side in the Catholic area are barricaded at both ends.
According to John McQuade the M.P. the explanation of the burnings
as given in an interview in the Belfast Telegraph of August, 21,

a copy of which I send you herewith, "the burnings were carried out
by IRA men and the Protestants had to look on helplessl;; he claims,
while IRA men burned out Catholic families.

This is the type of disshonest propaganda which is being put out by
the whole Unionist machine bot: the right-wing, and thé ceatre-—wing
and liberal-wing in the Six Counties at present. It is completely
answered 'by interviews with some of the victims of the type which I
will give here below,

There appears to have been falrly severe gun battles late Thursday
night and early Friday wor iing beiween a number 37 people with arms
most of them IRA or old=-IRA men and B Specials along the Falls Road
areaa.

1 spoke to one man who told me that he with three othoers, armed with
a shot gun, a rifle and two revolvers held off a force of zbout

100 - 150 B Specials in Cupar Street on late Thursday night and
garly Friday morning. They counted 17 Specials downed. By that
the man meant shot but he could not say whether they had been
wounded or killed.

One of the four men who “took part in this battle is .uow in a
Hospital in Dundalk with bullet wounds,

This man is looked on as a local hero and I would not be given his
name but he is reported to have set himself up as a sniper with a
rifle in & tree with a pocket-full of bullets and to have held

off B Specials throughcout the night.

It is quite possible that a number of Specials and possibly RUC
men are dead, My Special Rranch contact had heard reports of this
but could not confirm it. It is no secret that a number of

Specials who were shot in the 1920~1921 troubles were secretly
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buried and the same thing may be happening again.

Going back to the Specials it is not yet clear whether they have
handed up the R.U.C. Sterling Sub-iachine Guns which they seized
at R.U.C. Barracks in Belfast on last Thursday night. This would
explain the anxiety shown by the 3ritish Military Buthorities in
general to have B Specials in Derry and Belfast hand up their
wage@nsy I have made some notes on the B 3pecials,

The only requirement for becoming a B Special is to be a member of
an Orange Club. There is no educational or physical test og any
kind. The Special is paid a yearly fee when not on duty. He is
also paid something for doihg weekly training and he is paid at the
full rate of Trainee Policeman when called out on full service.
They are allowed to keep their amas at home.

There is some evidgnce also that B Specials and possibly the

Police are using Dum Dum bullets. One bullet picked up in
Creighen Street in Derry was Point 38 Calibre and had been nicked
across the face,

The bullet which killed the 9 year old boy in Belfast created havoc
by the tearing through three walls before it hit the boy in his bed
and was obviously dum dum, It is zlso current in Belfast that

a number of IRA men have got through to the barriczded arxea.

It is also likely that some arms have come ine There are reports
of arms being landed at Cushéndung on the Antrim coast but this

I have bq;'unable to confirm.

The feeling inside the barricades in Belfast with those withghom I
spoke and they are the people who are running the show, is that
they are awziting help from the South. By this I mean mil&itary
help, They can see ne golng back to what was before, Like Derry
the Taoilseach's address on Hadio and Television had a tremendous
effect here. I did find some of the Clerygy who were against any
intervention from the South and who accused the Goverament in Dublin
of "playing politics", but the bulk of the people inside the
barricades who are running the refugee centres and whoﬁir; manning
barricades are completely committed to an end of the Stormount

Tegime and return to jurisdiction of an Irish Government.
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One incidemt during the attacks at Clonard was that in which a mﬁn
jumped on an R.U.C. jeep. He jumped on the top of the jeep

and tossed a petrol bomb through a window. The jeep was later
used by the Cathelics to make a barricade.

Catholics who were involved in the fight also told me that on the
Friday morning R.U.C. and Specials used an ambulance 'o 2¢% 'pto
the Leeson Street area of the Falls Rodls. There waz hazvy fithtinq
at Leeson Street with firing on both sivies,

Mow follows a full account on the refugees side,

The centre of activity for thefﬁggle Falls area as far as life
behind the barricades is concernéd centres on St Peters Catholic
" School at Andersonstown,. Here voluntary workers, young boys,
girls, doctors, chemists, professional business-men are all working
in different units.

There is one special legal section set up to deal with claims for
damage or for personal injurys This is being manned by clerical
staff and has the assistance of four Catholic Solicitors. They
will process all claims and submit them in block to the authorities,
They voluntary workers ave also. compiling a street-—by~-street
register of families who have been burned out of their houses or who
have been forcad to lsave their homes,s They wiil do this by
checking at all relief centres of which there are about a dozen in
Belfast.y all in the Falls zrea or at /irdoyne. They also are
operating a 24 hour sarvice with vans and csrs to Take out familles
whao are thresteneds Two families were taken out at 3 o'clock today
out of the Newtownards Road area in East Belfast., This is an area
where there has been no trsuble reported so far, but there are -
Catholic families in this strong Paisleyite ares who have been
receiving threatﬂihg notices pushed through their letter boxes,.
These families are given one hour to get out,

The voluntary workers are very badly equipped., They have no

heavy trucks., In one case they are using a small delivery van used
by Charrington & Kinahan., This van in question was seized and
belonged to a former Lord Mayor of Belfaste.

This voluntary removal service, if one may call it so, is now
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standing by for calls from families as far away as Ballymena or
Toombridge where threatening letters are also arrivinge

The bill for petrel for these voluntary workers getting families

out has risen to £300 in 5 days. One of them told me "we have
shuttled thousands of people into one centre out to other centres and
then over the border to safety.

Reports that families are coming back are untrue. What is

haopening is that menfolk who hav;jﬁéft families over the border

are coming back to see what they can pick up in their shsttered

homes or to see if they can resume work".

The voluntary workers at St Peters are very bitter shout the 3ix
County State Welfare Sarvice. The State Walfare 3Jervice have set
up an office at St Peters in one of the school rooms but some of the
voluntary leaders there told me "the State Jeifsre Service have done
nothings We have had offers from all over Ireland and even from
Britaine. But we have had sothing at 21l from our own State Welfare
Sazxvice™,

The scene at this centre last Friday and indeed last Thursday a:d
Friday must make one ponder deeply on the korthern situation. One
Welfare worker told me of Catholic families zoainy in here with
children burned, fathers with brsoken heads and weeping women ~ all
of them terrified”,

They are very bitter in Belfas; about the Red Cross. They told me
"the British Red Cross has not even given us a bandage, e asked
for;fhe Inte;national fed Tross but we were told that they could only
come in at the request of the British red Cross. s have not seen
much o ffgL;;ESh Red Cross either., This critism was made to me last
weekgndﬁin#éérry on our own Red Cross.

The voluntary worker went on "transport is s big problem for us.

Some families only get an hours notice to got cut and we have to

get down to them as fast as we can".

The Protection Authorities in Be fést on the ralsieyite side is also
encouraging some Protestant. families to jet out. But this has been
done 'purely as a piece of window-dressing, The only one case of

a Protestant being burned out was an elderly weoman known as "skinny
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Lizziz" o the local tesidentz, 1In looksr Tifest, ot th top ~f
erumlin Road, This old lady had a shop and has been living there
untouched for 40 years. But she was silly enough during the troubles
when Cathclics were being forced out of their homes by an Orange
mob last Thursday and Friday to hang out & Union Jack at the height
of the trouble. Catholic workers freely admitied that she had been
burned out by Cathelics who had been enrsged by this yestura,

St Peters has also set up a full medical centre staffed with

Doctors and ilurses who are available 24 hours round the clocka.

The St. John Ambulance men wear white tin helmets instead of their
usual caps. There is a room full of baby foods, another which is
full of drugs - veoluntarily supplied by chemists along the Falls
Road. Thsi Hospital is prepasring itself for surgical cases if
necessary. Their attitude is that the fighting hes yet to come,

Cne Catholic who is helping a2t St Peters sald that it 1s estimated
that the B Specials fired 10,000 rounds of ammunition in the Falls
Roed arez on Thursday night and ¥Friday morning. He told me that

he saw tw§ Policemen, he was not sure whethar they were B Specials

or H.U.C. shoot during the Cupar Strest fighting., This was the
scene of the most filercest qun battle and it was herc that one of the
four men inveolved said that counted 17 B Specials downed.

The Refugee workers have taken over partly finished flats owned

by the Northern Ireland Housing Trust at Andersonstown and they  are
putting famiiies in there as swatters. The Trust has agreed to
accept these families a: tenants ead the matiar Is sow being negotiated

But these flats are often in a very unfinished state.
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*
It w..3 here that I apoke to some of the most pathetic cases of
refugees. Arthur Maguire, with his wife and six children were forced
out o their home last Priday in Bombay St., Belfast, when & mob
attacked at one end of the street from the Shaankhill area, He said
"Igot the six children and five from the people next door, eleven
children in all, intc my car and drove them to safety., Then I went
back for my wife and the couple next door, The time was l.30pm. Two
shots were fired from the crowd of Palsleyites at the end of the
street, I knew by the sound of the firing that the shots were 38 point
bullets which hit the wall above my head, My wife and three of the
children are staying with me at a siste®d of hers at Ladybrook, near
Anderson town. Another of our children iz staying wiith a teacher
friend of ours and two others are with another relative, I went
back to see my house from the British Military closed-off Bombay St..
It has been plundered and all the houses on either side of it have
now been burnt out.”
Fifty 3ix houses in Waterville St., others in Bombay St., all in Cashmir
Road and the houses in Hooker St, have all been destroyed, The
refugee workers reckon that as well as Four Hundred homes destroyecd,
there are probably a Thousand homes damaged one way or another,
Another refugee, 63 year old John Cullen, told me "I have now been
burnt out of Cooper 8%, three times in my lifetime,in 1920, 1921 and
now in 1969, This is my second evacuation, I did Twenty-two yemrs in
the British Army and was evacuated at Dunkirk, When the B Specials
hand in their arms, I'll hand in the lumps of coal that I was
throwing at them during last Thursday Hight in Belfast,"
One of the most pathetic cases, and I am not giving names for security
reasons, 1s that of Mrs., X. She 1is 20 years old, a young blonde
whose husband is & window cleaner in 3elfust, She has two children,
liichael, aged two and Stephen, aged three, See Fennell pictures of
these, She lived in Roden St., off the Falls Road. Five weeks ago,
her mother bought them her little terraced house for £50, She told
me " Last Thussday, we got a letter to get out, or be burned out., It
sald we'd be burned out by Friday. I left with the children and some
of my furniture on Friday and went to my husband's sister who has six

children, We were terribly crowded, I had to slecep on a chair, and my
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two . ildren had to sleep on the floor, Then the refugee workers
brought us up to Andersontown and put us into one of the new rflats.”
The original house in Roden 8%. has now been partly destroyed, lrs. X.
and her two children are now living four flights up in a parily
furnished f£lat, She has to walk up and down with the pram and the Lwo
children on a stone stalrcase that has no safety rail on the outside,
She has to cook on a fuel bunker outside her flat because, while she
has been given a cooker by the refugee workers, they're afraid to use
the gas inside the house, She had no clectric light until yssterday.
I spoke to Mrs. B., who 1z 38 years of age, and who , with her husband,
is buying out her house on the Crumlin Road for £1850 on a mortgage.
3he told me "“Only the Gypsies who were around the area that day came
and helped our families, we would never have got out, Also Father

Columba, a Passlonist at Apdoyne Retreat,

worked in disguise as a workman with the gipisies
and got out furniture ocut in their spring carts, Hundreds of Protestants looked out
and jeered at the Catholics getting out. R.U.C. men stood at the street corner

and looked on without taking any act on, iirs B said "I went to Tennent Stfeet

Station and reported that I had been threatened and was getting out".
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They told me "We can do nothing"

The refugee centre at St. Pete s is a chroniecle of human micery.
One of the refugee workers told me "we had children here with no
parents, We have pare ts locking for their children. There are
st1ll three children unaecountedfor. We know they're alive

but theyare mixed up in some refugee camp without proner iientity.
"One nine year-old boy who turned up here identified himself when
he said "My Daddy »uis out Union Jacks". We sent him coff to a
Protestant Relief Centre®.

Most of the flatswhich are taken over for refugee camps at
Anderson Town have no water, They mse a water tap on the
roadvay. But as one woman said "we are lucky we have a roof
over our heads"

I understand from the Bishops House that the Clergy are
co=-overating with the relief workers in preraring a comnlete

file of all damags and of all incidents during the two rcal

days of terror in Belfast last week. This will be prevared by
way of affidavitt. I would think that the best means of

getting this when itscompiled is to apply to the Bishen of

Down and Connor because he is handling ajcommittee privately,
which 1s undertaking this work, But the barricades still remain
in Belfast. After dark no one moves in the Falls Road except
the British military who pose behind their barbed wire barriﬁadea
at the entrance to every little narrow strcet.

All publie houses in the centre of the city close by vcluntary
aggéement at 7.30 p.m. None of the centre city ecinemas opens
gtfall.

fﬁe St. Peters Schools refugee centre it should be explained

does not hcuse any refugees beyond the cases which are tr-ated
‘in the Medical eentre if they require bods. But what it 1is
doing is maintaining a food distribution centre with ration cardsi
Iwhich are issued to refugee families who are now housed with other

families 2ll in the flats which have been taken over at Anderson
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Town, The people running the refugee centre tell me they expect
many more families to come in from outlying areas as the threats
to burn out Catholies continue.
The situation in Dunganncn is described as explosive where 80%
of the population are refuted to be behind the Paisleyites and
where Catholies are afraid to venture outside after dark.
The International Press Corps which was certainly astounded by
what it saw in Belfact on Thursday and Friday last is now being
given the treatment by all British and Six County Governments.
The B.B.C. has been quiet bmElatant. It has stated in national
loeal broadeasts that the Unity Walk trouble was caused "when
missiles were thrown from Roman Catholie flats at an Orange
Procession™. This has been shown to be absolutely false and yet
the B.B.C. has published no retracticn. It also stated on Sunday
last that 1% Protestant families had been ord red out of Grosvenor
Road area under threat - cbviously by Catholics. I checked this
out myzelf and it is completely untrue.
One little known factor is that they're are a number of Protestant
families who are rcmaining in their homes inside the barricaded
Catholic areas alongthe Falls Road. Some of these Protestants
Paisleylte
fought behind the barricades with stones when the . Mob came
in after the B Specials last Friday.
The atmosvhere along the Shankhill Road is very tense. It 1is
dangerous for anyone with a Dublin registecred car to stop or linger
arcund that -rea as I discovcered yesterday. I was looking for
copies of the Protestant Telegraph in newsagents shops along the
Shankhill Road and I was asked iy business by some of the vigilaﬁﬁea
which are abroad in the Shankhill area and who man the Protestant
barricades.,
What gives an extraordinary air to the whole matter is that like
the Bogside and Creggan areas of Berry life behind the barricades
goes on gquite normally. There is lee~way made at most barricades
for a pedestrian to squeeze through. Women come out with their

shopning bags. And the shons are busy on the Falls Road. In
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a “ion there is very heavy traffic as nightseers move up and
dc¢ 1 the road tc look at the damage.

But inside the barricades it is a different story and I cannot
see the Catholics of Belfast taking down the barricades unless
and until they are given guarantees that the B Specials will be
disbanded and the R.U.C. are taken ocut of the area., They have
lost all trust in the Six County administraticn.

It:- should also be stressed that there was no political motivation
behind this barricade of the Catholic areas in the Falls Road.
It was done for sheer fear and the instinct of self nreservation
by people who were under armed attacke.

There were no I.R.A. units in the area when the attack came.
There may be some I.R.A. men but they are Belfast I.R.A. men

who are living there and who speedily came to the rescue of the
Cathelic population tkat night and the next morning.

The key mn in charge of the refugee centre St. Peters is

Gerry Maguire. He was interned in 1956/7 in Crumlin Road
prison as an I.R.A. man but he has done no shooting or fighting
this time. He told me that since the trouble began he has been
directing the evacuation of families and organising the different
relief sections at St. Peters Schools.

One thing I noticed in Belfast area andthat is that refugees
Catholics who have moved out are reluctant to give their names.
They are afraid to apnear on Television or to allow their
photogranhs be taken for publication in the newspapers. As

one woman said to me "we may have to go back to the areas from
which we were hunted. We cannot afford toc say very much

therefore.

Bnd.
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