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CONlID. I TIAL 

1 Thl Dr! tleh Prime M1niator~ B ttl tu4 jr2!a£ds Irelanc} 
./ 

~tr. 11 on'. t'ltude toward Ireland mlgb~ b 4esarlbed 

8S on of friendship' pe e4 with corr otne8. t r th 

con titutlonal position of th S1% Countle 1. oone rned. 

Making due allo eno. tor the feot that r. "flluon 18 returned 

with e:tl1 Irish YOt88 in ~ll 1I,uyton conatltueno1 of L1 erpool 

and would no doubt welcome th ,11m1na"tlon of 'the Six Count1 

Unionist bloak vote a~ ' leetm1nster. h. . .. b .1oallt 11 . 

d1epoeed to Ireland and app ara to be more frien4lr than &n1 

other re~en' Brl~18h Prim Minister. 

1118 attitude 8a ehown when h addre8fJe4 ~h. Irish Olub 

Banquet in London on 17th aroh, 1965. When proposing th TO •• 

ot th two lsland .. he d th t br iurJdng our beoks on the 

pae an4 looking to th tutur "there 1. nothing ..oannot 40 

toge her". Th friendship bet e n th O two island8, he said, 

has ne er b en 010 er at any time in hiato17 - neither had hop •• 

for atill 010 er tr1 nd8h1p er been greater". It WBS th firat 

time since 19U that Dr! ish Prim. M.1n1ater had. agreed to be th. 

oh1 f gue t at In Club Banqu t. lie also aa!4 th t he hopecl 

tor future meet1ng be'ween Capt. O'Neill and the Taoiseaoh "not 

in Dublin, no", in Bell at bu-t in No 10 Downing G.'tre.~". !h. 

reception in Stormont cirel..,. to that etatement waa 0001. 

• 1180n' decl ion 0 agre to 'the Government's r quae 

for th return of th remains of RogerOaG.m.n~ to Ireland in 

bruuy, 1965 1 0 ldenoe of r. Wilson t • tr1endlJ attitud ... 

In 1 tt r to • Lema s on 19th 'ebru817 about thi m8tte~ h 

sai4 that' "1t 18 th British Gover.nment t • ainoere hope tha~ the 

return of the l'emains will help to consolidate the tie. of 

tri nd i and 00 0 interest whioh link Brita1n and the Republl0· 

Hi. isninl ot 'the r T ade Are ~ ement' wi "h )IX'. L ma •• 
,) 

t Lon4on 0 4'h Ileo b r, 1965 .. r .ct _ 1apor~ ••• pia ~h. 

I 
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proTement of rel tlon b t en th two oountr1 ••• 

A turth r geotur ' . 11aon w "th :return to the 

Government 1i1 arch, 1966 of he Ir1 h Republl0 lag hioh n 
ov r the G. .0. in E st r e k 1916. 

. . , 

A will be 8 en in th brl fa on r etlon wi \h Northern 

Ir len f .Mr. Wl1 on ha din! tt d in 'h Houe of Common. "that 

all 1 not ell in th North and on hi. talk with Capt. O'Neill 

on 5th AUg\1a't. 1966 h 80 a4mlt~e4 ,hat matter other 1han 
. , 

eoonomio ttere were disCus eel. Iot 1. 01 ar tha hi. aov rnJlum.t 
, . ' 

18 xeroising oertain pr 8 ur t both publ~~ and private, on the 

Six COWl"1 ~horl~l. to pro ot. l~o"o:tal. ~toN ,D4 el1aiA ,. 

U.or1 1na iou in is Ooan 1 ••• 
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RELATIONS WITH ~ORTHERN IR ELAND 

Ii ~) General PQ1IGX - ijgz.:th ... Soutb Talk • 
./ 

It can be stated in general t rms that th object! e of 

the Government Is to socur th reunlflcatl~n of the country 

by peaceful means, 1 •• ultimately by agreement with the North. 

This entaIls the removal of the barriers of suspicion. mistrust 

and animosity which have divided lr1 hmen in the past, so that 

unity can b found d on toleranc and goodwill. The Government 

~ega~d th maximum possibl measure of cooperation in practical 

matters of public cone rn for the benefit of peopl living in 

bot.h part ot Ireland, w1thout sacr1fice of princlpl on our 

part. a an important step 1n this dir ctlon. 

Since the Lemass-o'Nel11 talk (January 1965 in Belfast 

and February 196~ in Dublin) progress has been achieved in 

practical cooperation 1n the fields of (1) lowering of some 

Twenty-Six County tariffs In favour of certaIn slx-COunty 

products (11) electricity (the joint North-South Report) 

(111) tourism. Cooperation has been agreed upon between both 

Tourist Boards and the British Travel Association in 

distribution of tourist literature and advertising of the 

country as "Ireland" covering both North and South lor touri$t 

purposes. Beginning of joint advertising will take placo 1n the 

United State • 

The former Tao1seach dealt witb the constitutional positIon 
116{9 

recently 'dhen he told th 0411 on 25th Octobex" that vie do not 

recognise that the partltion of the cou~try 1 a just or durable 

azrangemant and therefore could not consider any constitutional 

change O~ oth r steps which would lmply an abandonment of that 

p091~1on. It has been tated many tim. that solution of this 
./ 

" natlo~al probl m would b an arrang ment on th 11n.. of th 

propo 1 put for ard on behalf of 0411 ilreannprlor to th. 

I 
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Treaty negotiations of 1921 involving. subject to safeguards. . 

the confi%matlon of th position 'of th North rn Ireland 
. . . 

1eg1 lature with its xlstlng power within n all-Ir land .. 

con tltutlon. for 0 long h p opl .~ th North-East n. ---
count! • mlght .d 1 it. 
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CON" 

nEI./\TIONS , W1TIj NORTHERN IRELAND 

IIl~) PUbUrc. 1:051\100 of ttl!: I3rUbb LaQQu. gg'letOLU~ll1i on Pn.tiUon 
/' . to O/Ex.Affs. 

Last February th British Amb sa dor called/to comm nt 

about an interview w1 th tho former Tao1 eaeh ._~eported In 

The ord in tho course of wh ich ~ • Lemass's co~nent OR th 

.-unification of Ireland included the following:· 

Q.a And do you thInk that the pr sent British 
Labour Govornmont tl11 do much to bring 1t 
about? 

A. Of coursol no British Government 'or politician 
is golnJ to risk his political neck at all for 
our sake. That's definitely so. 1 would say 
that the present British Government would wish 
to &oe the situation onded. Theytll take no 
stops to end it, but 1f it did happen, they'd 
b aellrhted. They'll certainly put no 
impediment in th ay of Irish re-unlflcatlon ••• 

The Ambassador mentioned that th public position on 

artltlon of the present British Labour Government has not 

changed from that of the prev10us Conservative Government a 

set out in the AloQr~ formulA of 1957 (e attached copy of 

report in Hans rd of 14th l~.arch. 1957. Columns 1300 and 1309 ). 

Th mbasaador a i d tha this war~arefUIIY thou ht out formul 

at th time and th British oVQrnment con&ld r that it would 

b unwls to depart from it. On the other hand he had suggested 

to his uthorltle th t. h vlng r egard to th pr s nt Improy ment 

in North- outh r latlon and in 0\1% relations with Britain, th 

lnt r est of both orth and South ould b best erved by • 

benevolent d tatchment on Dr 1 t In,' s part. Any intervention at 

this t 98 would be 1 k ly to p%ovok n unhealthy zoactlon on 

one or other side of th Bo der. This view had been accepted in 

London. The Amba sador made a pasaing reference to 

Mr. nil onta suggeatlon fox tripartit talk t the lr1 h Club 

Banquet 1 y r nd the Imm dl t reaction In Belfast. Ite 

aid th ny Br ish eOmm nt on thl lubJ ct 1 exam1ned w1th 

I 



Department of the Taoiseach TSCH/3: Central registry records

© National Archives, Ireland

---------

- 2 

a micro cop. by B 1f at nd therefor. ny departur fro th 

Alport fotmul t however mild, would be interpret d as a s nlflcant 

step in h North n favour of Dublin and away from Belfast. ll · 

a fully ware th · t 8 ~ould 11 : the British Government to go 

further nd to 4y that 1 f r~orth nd South would a re on onding 

the Bord the Drltlsh Government would giv Its-bl sslng or that 

ther was no Brit! h interest in the malnt nanc of Partition. 

The Ambassador indicated that he would be ~eportlng to 

London on th Taoloeach t a interview in ftTh. Word" nd would be 

expressing hi own view that Mr. Lemass's remarks weI" not 

lnconslst nt with a co%rect understanding of" th publle po~ltlon 

of the Brit1sh Government At no Itag_ In . th conversation d1d 

the Amb S dor leek to imply that the public ttltud of th 

LaboU% 

41 o. 

ernment n ce s rily r fleeted thelz prlv t. attltud 

In rltten ll'itle.r to c1 (~Ue9tton in the Houso of Common 

on 15th Novomber. 1966, by Mr. Itnold ~haw who asked tho 

Prime U, lnister 1f he \V 11 take tQPS to lnltlat negotiatlon 

tor the unification of Iroland, ' Wll.on said WIt 18 n'ot I think 

for me to lnJ.tl to uch di CUB ton ". 
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