
Publication of Responses to Consultation: 'A Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland:Next Steps' // Northern Ireland Office // Media Centre / Media Detail

http://www.nio.gov.uk/publication-of-responses-to-consultation-a-bill-of-rights-for-northern-ireland-next-steps/media-detail.htm?newsID=17426[16/04/2011 15:58:48]

Web design  and web development by Tibus

SEARCH THE SITE 

HOME

ABOUT THE NIO

NI DEPARTMENTS

MEDIA CENTRE

ARCHIVED NEWS

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

LINKS

CONTACT US

PUBLICATIONS

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

VACANCIES

PROCUREMENT

Publication of Responses to Consultation: 'A Bill of Rights for
Northern Ireland:Next Steps'
THURSDAY 16 DECEMBER 2010

PUBLICATION OF RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION: “A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND:
NEXT STEPS”

The Minister of State, Hugo Swire MP made the following Written Ministerial  Statement to Parliament today:

“I have today published responses to the previous Government’s consultation on ‘A Bill of Rights for
Northern Ireland: Next Steps’. The responses are available on the NIO website: http://www.nio.gov.uk

“A total of approximately 36,492 responses were received. There were 232 substantive responses and
approximately 36,260 email and mail/freepost mailshots that were sent as part of campaigns by
various groups. Individual mailshot responses have not been published on the NIO website due to the
high volume received; however sample versions have been made available.

“There was considerable support from human rights and community groups for a wide-ranging Bill of
Rights along the lines of that recommended by the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission. They
expressed concern that the proposals in the consultation document fell well short of this.

“The consultation also demonstrated opposition to a wide-ranging Bill of Rights and support instead
for a more limited set of rights that reflected the particular circumstances of Northern Ireland. This
divergence of views was also reflected in the submissions made by political parties in Northern
Ireland.

“The Government will continue to consider how best to address this issue, but continues to urge all
sides to work together to help build consensus on the best way to proceed.”
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