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STORMONT FOLLIES

® ]
yet another episode in the sorry saga | ([ & oo o
[ g s °,
of a lost and bewildered opposition..||/ \&yZ=E@Eey
"IF YOU DON'T LIKE OUR PRINCIPLES --- WE"LL CHANGE THEM", ({‘}g u ¢ D)
THAT WAS THE MESSAGE FROM THE STORMONT OPPOSITION M. P'S O i i
LAST WEEK-END. WHEN THE GOVERNMENTS AT STORMONT AND < 7 ‘\I D
WESTMINSTER ANNOUNCED THE "NEW'" ULSTER DEFENCE FORCE .
AND R.U.C. RESERVE, STORMONT'S RAFTERS RANG AS OPPOSITION
M.P'S SANG OUT THEIR PRAISE FOR THE NEW FORCES. "IT MEANS
THE START OF A NEW ERA," WHOOPED JAMES O'REILLY, NATION-
ALIST M.P. FOR MOURNE, "I FEEL THE NEW ARRANGEMENTS ARE 7
VERY SATISFACTORY. AR _
All opposition M.P's were quite cert- the new forces were merely the : o
ain that the B-Specials were gone}:1 ; S?'iﬁlag under\;}arneezvr?gir:;lzly PR i o e - G i
"the opposition welcomes the death o e B-men we - : x -
t}ze B-%F;ecials” said John Hume, ised to protect the property of big WILL THSEI; SCTOOSOB{IJ%NET;) C}icf){\{'fllg}l\{r
relieved at last that he could now Unionist businessmen and lando_wners. MENT URS bt
hope for a spell ot ''real" politics The function of the new fgrce will SOLDIELIST ediclius ot el e s
in co-operation with the Unionists. still be to protect the ruling cla‘ss'. 5 RACIADO g e THE, o B
"Not only dead but damned' quipped (EVen)li'f John Hume manages to join rll;g\?véRS gt e aeiglmng |
Austin Currie, not to be outdone in them At
his enthusiasm. But John Hume Redmond VORWOERD SO ADMIRED? 4
wanted the last word: "I will There were a lot of red faces on
encourage all sections of the comm- | Saturday morning when Bernadette NATURALLY'
unity to join this new force,' he Devlin (Independent M. P. for Mid M
enthused. Ulster) correctly descrit.)e'd John | The disintegration of a lorry
my hachks Hume as Br.itain's_ TOCTMILInE Ser= near Unity Walk Flats the other
This behaviour from Opposition geant fulfilling the same role as night Mas cansed naturally” an army
‘ M. P.'s is not at all surprising. Joh_n ‘Redmond. , S / spokesman explained. Looking into
{ Ever since the defeat of Linings were ripped as the'dtormont w o crater Be wention "itwasalmost
Eddie (Half-a-loaf) McAteer, the opportunists desperately tried to certainly something to do with the
Nationalist Party has been anxious turn their c”oats.. p:'ll of a sucfl‘den, e,
to drop the Civil Rights Movement. [Hume wes lashing™ the .neg Orcel'l i Our motoring .correspondent
The longer people discuss politics A traffic jam developed in SOHBES { warns Few motorists realise how
and make radical demands, the as M.P.s 'rushed to get their denials _potentially extlosive & heater i
| more the Nationalists are shown up in"fo the I_rlsh News. With this cold spell vans and lorries
| as charlatans and Green Tory The wienssor Londiiune gue I’:FI)O ga4] can be expected to disintegrate
Hacks. They hope to persuade the tonger beine c.arrle.d gut Pcrlsecjll - }; almost anywhere. To be on the
Civil Rights campaign that the O'Hanlon {Nationalist M. P. 5. Argllag safe side report to your nearest
major demands have been granted Hume shddenly disegvered suat e S riunti Ho s T fe Re duns - They
and that further reforms are best- B'-'spe.c;als were being recrul.ted wie are skilled at it.
got through Stormont (with the help behind the backs of Westminster . SLLUM OF THE WEEK
of the Opposition M. P.'s ot Course). | It is not that Hume was going o Slum of the week this week is large,
As O'Hanlon put it, 'By removing the | Oppose the new force: "This is ‘p(?mg very Yarge. 1t 16 Wosk Beltan!
B-Specials the Government had | ansbelingitng bacseale Br1F1§h In the 57 acres of the lower Falls
removed one of the greatest sources | Government and military authorities. Redevelapiient srod mete s 18000
of discontent in_the community. " zvi Wil f.iﬁh; it Zfleol;\?’ ég;:e(ii;}sletc\)’v?aﬁil people are crammed in conditions which‘
cessicns L el Do : itute an allingindictment of
'Ic’}g'(‘?ivil Rights movement has int(? tl’_le trap of optlng”out, as the %(:ili:i;t neglgg‘s g !
gone as far as the opposition want it | Unionists want us to._ At the public enquiry, held this week,
to. Hume and Cooper have been twisters the Corporation medical officer rev-
elected to Parliament and now want Currie was even more guarded ealed that only 40 of the 2,514 houses
| the era of "responsibile" politics to in his "lashing" of the Government. |in the Lower Falls Development area
begin, i.e. the period when they can § "There are certain members of the are fit for human habitation. Only 55
wrangle "concessions' from the Government who do not wish the houses have baths. 1,788 have no
Unionist party, hoping that West- 'minority' to join the forces .... hot water,
minster will back them up now and The opposition will continue to urge Conditions are equally bad on the
again. Ivan Cooper even went so far the 'minority' to join. " Shankill Road, meanwhile Mr.- Fgulk-
i tonsay: "The formation ot the So opposition M. P. s twist and turn |ner was boasting about the Um.omst
new UDR and RUC Reserve was in an effort to drag politics back into | housing record at the annual dinner of
what the Civil Rights Movement had | the old parliamentary path. Our the Incorporated Soci ety of Value;rs
fought for on the streets. - | position remains the same: any and Auctioneers - Valuers, 'Au.ct1on-
The P.D. were not in such a hurry force of armed civilians maintained |eers, Estate Aggnts an(_itftlh'ew ;il;llr‘lag:
e Welcc;m;e e oot Te Taats by the state in N. Ireland can only more reason to jump V{’JI : Jc')yts i
week's Free Citizen we vs;arned that be there to protect the ruling class. | housing record of the Unionis
the people of West Belfast.

Source: CAIN (cain.ulster.ac.uk)




NUM skullduggery

or how brian walker won friends and influenced
people in ten easy steps....

N.U.M. truly represents one
part of the war of interests in the
Unionist Party. It is no accident
that N.U.M. came into existence to
back Captain Terence O'Neill. For
O'Neil albeit unwittingly sparked off
the internal divisions which have
torn the party for the last year.
These in turn gave rise to N.U. M.

O'Neill, attempted to put a liber-
al gloss on the activities of the
Unionist ruling order. Foreign and
British investors saw bigotry as
outdated. It made negotiations with
the South more difficult, and cross-
border trade was now appearing
attractive to Northern Southern and
British capitalists alike. If sect-
arianism was bad for business then
O'Neill had to take it out of the shop
window and serve it under the count-

e, g |

The Civil Rights Movement owed
much of its impetus to the glaring
contradictions between O'Neill's
liberal talk, with community - relat-
ions gestures, and the continuing
vicious sectarianism of his govern-
ment

The Civil Rights movement in
turn threatened the traditional
Unionist leadership at local level.
These political bosses depended on
discrimination and patronage for .
their power. As well, many work-
ing class Unionists saw the C.R.
movement as a threat to their liveli-
hood. More jobs and houses for

Catholics meant fewer for Protestant:

they felt. These two groups, form-
ing the bulk of the Unionist Party,
were the laudest opposition both to
Civil Rights, and to any Unionists
who threatened to grant concessions
to the Civil Rights movement.
N.U.M. members are not
particularly interested in Civil
Rights. Why should they be? They
do very nicely thank you very much.
They are the solicitors, the profess-
ional people, the businessmen --

the risen middle classes, angry that
their peace has been disturbed. They
may have no interest in Civil Rights,
but they do not have much in common
with the Unionist right-wingers.

The average N.U.M. member does
business with Protestants and
Catholics. He does not believe, like
the party stalwart West of the Bann
that his livelihood depends on the
principle, ''A Protestant Parliament
for a Protestant People''. So the

N.U.M. member will not fight along-

side the right-winger.

-they mean by "evil".

The New Ulster Movement wants
peace before all else. That is why
its so-called ''political aims'' are of
ally a naieve irrelevance. N.U.M.
for O'Neill. One of their favourite
ploys is to attack the continued
membership by Unionist M. P.'s of
the Orange Order, yet O'Neill re-

boy. N.U.M. aims are:-

1) To take steps to promote a

"United Community' based on

"equality and justice' for all.

2) To oppose "extremism' and

establish '""U.K. standards of democ-

racy' : .
N.U.M. leaders clearly believe

that they can accurately interpret

these somewhat wide terms of ref-
erence. Yet do they protest over
the continued use of the Special
Powers Act surely a question of
justice. Do they protest about the
visit of the Springboks (surely a
question of equality).

evil

Beyond this N.U.M. do have a
British middle class view ot how to
run society. Sectarianism and
bjgotry keep the workers divided
and keep down wages, all right, but
when sectarian strite breaks out it
is bad for business. That is what
That is why
they have suddenly discovered the
"evils'' of sectarianism.

For them the most important
thing is to invest more in machinery,
and give slightly higher wages, so

higher profits anyway

N.U.M. members share this
preference for efficient exploitation
with an important section of the
Unionist Party leadership.

class war

Brian Faulkner was alarmed at
the growing class rifts in the
UnionistParty during the elction
campaign he said "I have seen
in my own constituency for the first
time in 20 years a class war devel-
oping. It is the most regrettable
and tragic development I have seen
in my political life, and I will do
everything in my power to see that
it does not go any further."

Faulkner, Roy Bradford and
others have weighed up the situation.
Their future lies with British
Capital. They will be the agents for
a new more sophisticated era of

exploitation in Ulster.

WE NOW HAVE A WIDE RANGE OF LEFT WING LITERATURE ON
- SALE AT OUR HEADQUARTERS AT 84 ALBERT STREET. CALL
IN AND SEE US ANY TIME BETWEEN 11A.M. AND 6P. M.

Source: CAIN (cain.ulster.ac.uk)

secondary importance, and are basic-

was founded as a support organisation

mains an Orangeman and Apprentice-|

that at the end of the day they make r

N.U.M. is well aware of the
potential such an alliance would hold.
With Faulkner and Bradford the
N.U.M. could form the basis of a
new-look Unionist Party, which,
purged of its sectarian ''extremists"
could join with Fianna Fail and
really get down to helping British
and other imperialists to exploit
Ireland ""more efficiently".

louis boyle

When Louis Boyle, about the
only Catholic Young Unionist finally
resigned in early July he said he
"would probably join the New Ulster
Movement, but would try to get in
contact with people inside and out-
side the Unionist Party to strive
towards a new movement.."

The following day Brian Walker
the panic-stricken Chairman of
N.U.M. replied "Mr. Boyle is
quite mistaken if he imagines our
ultimate purpose is to form a
branch of the Conservative Party in
N.I. " - " Many N.U.M.
members who oppose extremism
belong tc and are active in the
Unionist and other parties.' Rec-
ently Mr. Tony Cinnamond, a
Catholic member of the N.U. M.
executive, said in Rostrevor that
there were many good things about
the Unionist Party.

N.U.M. members may deny
political affiliation, but who can
doubt that Mr. Walker and Mr.
Cinnamond are leaving the back door
open, and would willingly take
power in a New Unionist Movement

bogey

Ordinary Unionist M.P.'s will
move more slowly. They have their
working class constituents to
placate Roy Bradford won Victoria
with N.U.M. support against
Labour, raising the traditional bogey
of the border when he suggested that
the N.I.L.P. favoured a United
Ireland. N.U.M. itself has a spec-

| ial study group examining why so

few working class people are attract-
ed to it. The answer is simple
N.U.M.'s facile propaganda has
nothing to offer the working man.
Protestand or Catholic.

Finally N.U.M. claims it has
done more to establish "good-will"
in Ulster than any other group.
What it has consistentlyachieved is
in fact to give the Unionist Govern-
ment of the day the undeserved aura
of respectability. They backed
O'Neill and his inadequate reform
proposals. Now they are backing
Chichester-Clark. Under the
slogan "anything for a quiet
(prosperous) life' they will no
doubt back Mr. Craig as another 1n
a long line of "moderate'" Unionist
P.M.'s when thetime comes.
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STRANGE
JUSTIGE

Ronald Haslett, man and
Burntollet attacker was fined £40
and given a suspended sentence of
two months in Dungiven court on
Tuesday November 17. Haslett
was convicted of having a 7.65
automatic pistol and three rounds of
ammunition without a firearms cert-
ificate. Haslett admitted firing 3
shots into the air in Feeney on
August 5.

Recently it has been pointed out
that the Judiciory in N. Ireland is
biased. Now here we have clear
evidence of bias.

A thug who fires an unlicensed
gun gets off with a warning and a
fine. Malachy Grogan who fired a
few shots to defend his home got 2
years.in jail. Frank Card is curren-
tly in jail - charged with having an
unlicensed firearm. The police
admit that Frank Card had not fired
his gun. Card is charged under the
Special Powers Act. Why was
Haslett not charged under the Act?
Simply because Haslett supports the
Unionist Party; Card is a political
opponent of the Unionists.

In Hasletts' defence Mr. D.Boal
said that Haslett was entitled to
carry a Stirling submachine gun as a
member of the B-Specials. This is
typical Unionist effrontery. We
should be grateful that Haslett did
nnt fire his Stirling - like his fellow
B -men did on the Falls Road in
August!

The Northern Ireland legal
system is rotten and this case is
another example of it. Paddy
Maxwell, the R.M. in the case is a
former Nationalist M. P. The unity
of the Orange and Green Tories was
never more clearly shown.

Happy Family

The most astounding evidence was
given in a Dublin court-case last
Monday. On trial was an IRA man
charged with shooting a self-confessed
British Government agent. The agent
was a Mr. J. Brady and in evidence
he stated:

*That he at present is an intelligence
officer in the British Army.

*That he had come to Ireland to
gather information on the Republican
Movement.

*That he had been advised by the
Free State Special Branch to join the
IRA.

*That while in the IRA he travelled ta
the North to pass on information to
a senior R. U.C. officers.

This is the best example to date of
"cross-border cooperation, R.U.C.
British Army Intélligence and Garda1
Special Branch all working together

like one happy family.

Source: CAIN (cain.ulster.ac.uk)

HAVE TEA
WITH A
SPRINGBOK

In a letter to Thurday's 'Telegraph'

Mr. Brian Walker, head of N. U. M.

declares himself to be against aparth-

eid. Of course he was forced into
this position. The self-styled
"moderate' wing of Unionism has
been rather embarrassed by the
whole Springbok affair. Forced, by
popular demand, to make some
comment, Walker has nervously
twittered that apartheid is not very
British.

This is surely on "issue'' that
will "split" the NUM - after all the
only thing that keeps them together
is the fact that a) they are mindless
and b) they are the very people who
stand to make the most out of the
continuation of Unionist rule (pro-
vided of course we dress it up a bit

to keep English public opinion quiet).

Mr. Walker will be carrying a
placard at Ravenhill on the 29th,

then? He'll be sitting down in protest

against South African racialism? ?
He'll be shouting from the rooftops

about injustice and hatred in S. Africa
and thundering against the persecution

of the black man and the exploitation
of the great coloured majority by a
small cliques of whites? ? ?

Well, actually, he won't
that he's a racist or anything, mind
you, but the Springboks are white
gentlemen, after all. Kith: and Kin
and all that.

So what will wiley Walker be up
to then? He tells us: .

"To invite into one's home a
Springbok player, to discuss the
issue of apartheid would, I believe,
carry more influence at this time
than a mass demonstration.'' In
other words,
in the drawing-room and a man-to-
man chat,
see the light and not upset our mod-
erate complacency.

Only one snag of course. Poss-
ibly if the homeless families of the
north, if the burned-out people of
Belfast, the squatters, the people
living in caravans or inthe slums
throughout the Province were all to
invite a Springbok home to tea, they
might have a different point to put to
them. They know, after all, what
exploitation is all about - and it isn't
all tea and buns.

G
PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY
Weekend School and Conference
22/23 NOVEMBER

Information and venue - enquire
84 ALBERT STREET . i

It's not

a few glasses of sherry

and maybe these chaps will

.

theysay
NOMINAL RENT
we say

NORENT

The Corporation have reduced rents
in the chalets to what the Belfast
Telegraph calls "'a nominal sum"'.

The homeless will now pay 5/6 a week
or 12/6 a week. We say that they
should be housed free. 12/6 is hardly
a nominal rent for people burned out
of houses where they paid 7/6 a week.

Three months too late the Telegraph,
the Community Conference, all the
politicians have realised that there is
a housing crisis. We put the following
demands. If carried out they could
substantially improve the situation.
Requisition all empty property If
the army can have the Kings Hall why
can the homeless not have homes.
(Use the Special Powers Act to help the
homeless. A good use for once.)

Ban Luxurv Hotel and Office Develop-
ment The equipment of builders and
contractors is tied up at sites all over
Belfast building for the rich, for
example a huge new hotel is going up
at Great Victoria Street Station. We
say switch these resources to house
building .

We have three houses on our
books without electricity or gas.
Any help with wiring, plumbing
and piping would be most welcorhe.

nonenties

Readers of the Belfast Telegraph
have been held open mouthed and in
suspense over the last few weeks as
they followed the series ''99 Men
Who Left Their Mark On Ulster''.
Day after day the readership shared
in the aura of the great and the sup-
posed great - obscure civil servants
cheek by jowl with clapped out actors,
laid-off footballers and best-forgotten
Unionist M. P.s of a bygone age. The
Telegraph are currently running a
competition in which readers are
asked to name the 100th "great' man
in Ulster's history. '"Free Citizen"
would like to enter into the spirit of
the thing. We are offering in prizes
yes!'. ten thousand unsold copies of
last week's Telegraph FREE!! All
you have to do is name ONE of the
great men that the Telegraph wrote
glowingly about. Yes, if you can
remember even one , don't hesitate
to join in the fun. If you can't remem-
ber any (which we imagine most lik-
ely) just make one up. Give him a
double-barrelied name and a few
military sounding letters after it -
throw in a good dash of bigotry,
reaction and the bulldog spirit, mouth’
a bit about our heritage, cloak it all
in complete obscurity and send your
results on a postcard to

Rogues Gallery,

Belfast Telegraph.
Who knows - someone might even

read it this time.
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