


TI3I.S PAMPHLET WAS COMPILED FROM EXISTING P.D. LITERATURE 
BY THE DUBLIN BRANCH OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMUCRACY IN ORDER 
TO PROnDE A REFERENCE TO OUR POLITICAL PROGRAMME, AIMS, 
ATTITUDES AND ACTIVITIES. 
I T  I S  HOPZD THAT I T  WILL SATISFY THE QUERIES BOTH OF 
THOSE WISHING TO INFORM THENSELVES ON U S ,  AND OF PROS- 

PECTI VE MEMBmS. 



P.D. POLITICAL PROGRAMME 
THIS POLITICAL PROGRAMME VdAs ADOPTED AT A P.D. CONFERENCE ON S U N D ~  29 NOV ' 7 0  

The aim of t h e  Peop les  Democracy is t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s o c i a l i s t  sys tem 
of s o c i e t y  i n  I r e l a n d  and throughout  t h e  world. The f i r s t  s t e p  towards t h a t  
o b j e c t i v e  i s  t h e  es tab l i shment  of a  Workers! and Smal l  Farmers '  Republ ic  i n  t h e  
32 c o u n t i e s  of I r e l a n d .  But ,  s i n c e  complete  s o c i a l i s m  cannot  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
any One count ry ,  o r  s o  l o n g  as t h e  g r e a t  i m p e r i a l i s t  powers l i k e  t h e  U.S.A. 
remain c a p i t a l i s t ,  t h e  PODo w i l l  r e a d i l y  co-opera te  w i t h  and r e n d e r  every  ass- 
i s t e n c e  t o  s o c i a l i s t s  i n  a l l  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  

B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  b o t h  p a r t s  of I r e l a n d  to-day s u f f e r  from t h e  twin  e v i l s  of 
c a p i t a l i s m  and imper ia l i sm t h e  P.D. i s  f i r m l y  committed t o  t h e  removal of 
B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  and Anglo-American economic c o n t r o l  from I r e l a n d ,  and t o  break- 
i n g  t h e  s t r a n g l e h o l d  of g r a s p i n g  n a t i v e  c a p i t a l i s t s  over  t h e  I r i s h  people* 

The Viorkers' Republ ic  w i l l  b e  a S o c i e t y  i n  which a l l  n a t u r a l  r e -  
s o u r c e s ,  major i n d u s t r i e s  and  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  be  p u b l i c l y  owned 
and j o i n t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h o s e  mho work i n  them, o r  u s e  t h e i r  products .  It 
w i l l  guaran tee  t o  each c i t i z e n  a  home, a l i v e l i h o o d  and  a job,  p l u s  an  adequa te  
medical  and e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e .  It w i l l  encourage t h e  development of c u l t u r a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  and end t h e  ty ranny  of commercialism over  a r t  and c u l t u r e .  B e l i e v i n g  
t h a t  P rogress  can on ly  come about  through i n t e l l e c t u a l  freedom and t h e  r i g h t  t o  
q u e s t i o n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r ,  t h e  Workers' Republ ic  w i l l  a l s o  g u a r a n t e e  t o  a l l  
i t s  c i t i z e n s  freedom of p o l i t i c a l  and  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  and freedom t o  dissemin- 
a t e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  views,  It w i l l  n o t  g r a n t  a s p e c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o r  
p r i v i l e g e s  t o  any r e l i g i o u s  group. The Workers! Republ ic  w i l l  be  based on a 
mutual r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r a l  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  I r e l a n d ,  and w i l l  work 
t o  c r e a t e  one u n i f i e d  community o u t  of a ' s y n t h e s i s  of what i s  b e s t  i n  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  I r e l a n d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  by t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of one t r a d -  
i t i o n  by another .  

p * l  



The POD. b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  Workers' Republ ic  can on ly  b e  ach ieved  with the 
consen t  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  I r i s h  people.  The P.D. hopes t o  win that  
suppor t  by b u i l d i n g  a mass p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  throughout  I r e l a n d  comm- 
i t t e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  Workers'  Republ ic  and  t o t a l l y  0 ~ ~ 0 6 ~ ~ ~  

b o t h  Green and Orange Toryism, and t o  sham Labourism. T h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
work f o r  t h e  immediate j mprovement of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  working c l a s s  and 
s m a l l  f a rmers ,  b u t  w i l l  c o n s t a n t l y  a t t e m p t  t o  show t h a t  on ly  a s o c i a l i s t  S O c -  

i e t y  Can u l t i m a t e l y  f r e e  working people  from pover ty  and want and g i v e  them the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  deve lop  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t *  

To s e c u r e  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  t h e  P.D. w i l l  u s e  b o t h  pa r l i amenta ry  and ef t t ra-  
pa r l i amenta ry  means as a p p r o p r i a t e ,  Recognis ing a l s o  t h a t  g r a s p i n g  employers 
and e x p l o i t i n g  i m p e r i a l i s t  powers r a r e l y  g i v e  u p  t h e i r  i l l g o t t e n  g a i n s  w i t h o u t  
a s t r u g g l e  and t h a t  t h e  l a w ,  t h e  p o l i c e  and t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  t r o o p s  c o n s t a n t l y  
defend t h e  e x p l o i t e r s ,  t h e  P.D. w i l l  n o t  be i n t i m i d a t e d  by t h e  t h r e a t  of f o r c e  
and r e c o g n i s e s  t h a t  a c e r t a i n  degree  of c o u n t e r  f o r c e  may be  necessa ry  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  t h e  wishes  of t h e  people* 

While anx ious  t o  s t i m u l a t e  i n c r e a s e d  p o l i t i c a l  awareness an& p o l i t i c a l  a c t -  
i v i t y  among working people ,  t h e  P.D. r e c o g n i s e s  t h a t  haphazard and d i r e c t i o n -  
l e s s  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  n o t  overthrow t h e  h igh ly-organ i sed  f o r c e s  o f  imper ia l i sm 
and c a p i t a l i s m .  A wel l -o rgan i sed  p o l i t i c a l  movement w i t h  a c l e a r  p o l i t i c a l  
s t r a t e g y ,  whose members have a sound unders tand ing  of s o c i 5 l i s t  theory ,  is 
t h e  b e s t  weapon of t h e  working c l a s s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s o c i a l i s m .  

IMMEDIATE DEMANDS 

The PmD* b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  fo l lowing  measures a r e  n e c e s s a r y  b o t h  immediately 
t o  improve t h e  l i - q i x q  condi- t ions  of t h e  working C ~ A B B  and t o  l a y  t h e  foundat-  
i o n s  of t h e  Workers1 Republlc by w r e s t l i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  economy from t h e  
p r o f i t e e r s  and e x p l o i t e r s .  Same of t h e s e  measures c o u l d  be  t a k e n  by a  c a p i t -  
a l is t  government, b u t  soms cou ld  only b e  t aken  by a s o c i a l i s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
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The P.D. w i l l  campaign f o r  t h e  implementation of t h i s  programme both by 
ha r r a s s ing  t h e  e x i s t i n g  government and by winning t h e  publ ic  support  ncc- 
essary  f o r  soc ia l i sm t o  come t o  power, These measures could be app l i ed  i n  
t he  26 Counties as i n  t h e  6 counties:  
1. Na t iona l i s a t ion  o r  handing over t o  co-operat ives  of a l l  mines, i n l and  
f i s h e r i e s ,  f o r e s t s  and o ther  n a t u r a l  resources  i nc lud ing  l a r g e  e s t a t e s .  

- 2. Na t iona l i s a t ion  of a l l  Banks, Insurance Companies and Financia l  I n s t i t -  
u t ions .  
3. Na t iona l i s a t ion ,  o r  handing over t o  co-operat ives ,  of a l l  f i rms and farms 
employing over 25 people. 
4. A l l  n a t i o n a l i s e d  resources  o r  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  be handed over t o  co-operat ives  
or  t o  be managed by workers1 counci ls .  
5. A ban on t h e  export  of p r o f i t  from any p a r t  of I re land .  
6. A l l  remaining privately-owned f i rms t o - p u b l i s h  annual ly a f u l l  s ta tement  
of accounts inc luding  t h e  s a l a r i e s  of a l l  involved i n  t h e  firms. 
7. A minimum wage of S25 per week f o r  a l l  f u l l - t ime  workers and guaranteed 
work or  f u l l  maintenance f o r  a l l .  An upper wage-limit f o r  a l l  workers. 
8. An upper l i m i t  on a l l  privately-owned farms. Encourzgement of t h e  growth 
of co-operatives among small  producers ( p r i v a t e l y  o~vned f i rms  and farmers) by 
a r e - s t ruc tu r ing  of g ran t s  and subs id i e s  and by a  programme of educat ion i n  
t he  va lue  of co-operation. 
g, Massive s t a t e  and municipal investment i n  new indus t ry ,  t ak ing  account of 
people 's  s o c i a l  and enviromental needs a s  we l l  a s  economic requirements.  
10. The a b o l i t i o n  of a l l  ground r e n t  and absentee landlordism. 
11. No-one t o  own more than one dwell ing house, Local housing a u t h o r i t i e s  
t o  be given f i r s t  op t ion  on buying a l l  vacant housing and housing a u t h o r i t i e s  
t o  have t h e  power t o  order  t he  sub-divis ion o r  r e - a l loca t ion  of unusual ly 
l a r g e  houses. 
12. The provision of a un ive r sa l  f r e e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e  i . e .  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  of 
o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  charges e tc .  and f u l l  maintenance f o r  t h e  s i c k ,  No p r e f e r e n t i d  

- t reatment  f o r  anyone under t he  Health Service.  . . . . 



13. Schools t o  be organised on a  comprehensive and co-educational b a s i s ,  and 
t o  be r e l i g i o u s l y  in t eg ra t ed .  New schools  t o  be provided by t h e  s t a t e  and a l l  
schools  c o n t r o l l e d  by management committees, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of parents ,  s tud-  
e n t s ,  t e ache r s  and l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
14. The provision of nursery school  p laces  f o r  a l l  ch i ld ren ,  and adequate 
provis ion of parks,  swimming pools and playgrounds. Widespread provisio* of 
COTxnUnity c e n t r e s  and g r e a t l y  increased  g r a n t s  f o r  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Comm- 
e r c i a l  advert isements  t o  be excluded from t e l e v i s i o n  and r a d i o  s e r v i c e s *  
15. Repeal of t he  S p e c i a l  Powers Act (N.I.) and Offences Against t h e  S t a t e  Act 
(26 Count ies ) ,  Criminal J u s t i c e  Act (N.I. ) , Public  Order Act (N.I.), Forc ib le  
Entry B i l l  (26 coun t i e s ) ,  and a l l  o the r  r ep re s s ive  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Rig id  out- 
lawing of a l l  d i scr imina t ion  on t h e  b a s i s  of r e l i g i o n ,  co lour ,  o r  s e x  i n  a l l  
spheres  of a c t i v i t y ,  publ ic  o r  p r iva t e .  
16. Guarantees of freedom and e q u a l i t y  of r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f  and 
r e p e a l  of a l l  l a w s  and ordinances which g ive  a s p e c i a l  pos i t i on  t o  any 
i0us  O r  p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f  e.g. t h e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  26 County c o n s t i t u t i o n  which 
gives a  s p e c i a l  pos i t i on  t o  t h e  Cathol ic  church and t h e  law i n  NoIre land  Pre- 
s c r i b i n g  an oath of a l l e g i a n c e  f o r  most publ ic  employment. No l e g a l  enforce- 
ment Of t he  moral code of any p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t ,  e.g. an end t o  t h e  ban on con- 
t r acep t ion  and divorce i n  t h e  26 Counties and t o  r e s t r i c t i v e  laws on Sunday 
observance i n  N. I re land .  
17. The establ ishment  of a n a t i o n a l  (32  county-wide) Council of Delegates from 
shop stewards ' groups, t enan t s*  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and co-operative and small  farmers '  
assoc ia t ions .  The Council would f o s t e r  s o l i d a r i t y  among t h e  explo i ted  s e c t -  
i ons  of t he  community and organise  widespread support  during s t r i k e s  and %it- 
a t ions .  The Council should seek  t o  extend i ts  c o n t r o l  over a l l  s e c t i o n s  of t he  
economy. 
18- The convening of an Assembly of e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from both t h e  Nor- 
thern  and Southern a r e a s  as soon a s  a major i ty  agrees  t o  t h i s ,  and t h e  new 
Assembly t o  r ep l ace  t h e  present  p a r t j t i o n e d  ones a t  Stormont and L e i n s t e r  House. 
The func t ion  O f  t h i s  new Assembly is  t o  co-ordinate ,  not con t ro l ,  t he  work Of 
t he  democrati .~ wutksrz' co11nr.j 1s. 



19. The repudia t ion  of t h e  Government of I r e l a n d  Acts and t h e  breaking of t h e  
l i n k s  between N.Ireland and B r i t a i n ,  
20. The immediate withdrawal of a l l  B r i t i s h  t roops  from N.Ireland. 
21. The disbandment of t h e  R.U.C. U.D.R. and Garda Siochana. The organisa t ion  
of a Civic Defence Force under t h e  c o n t r o l  of l o c a l l y  e l e c t e d  r ep re sen ta t ives  
and de lega tes  from Workersq organfsa t ions ,  A l l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  R.U.C. and 
Garda Siochana, a l l  members of R.U.C. and Garda Spec ia l  ~ r a n c h e s ,  and a l l  
members of the R.U.C. S p e c i a l  P a t r o l  Group ( r i o t  squad) t o  be bar red  from 
membership of t h e  Civic  Defence Force. 
22. No membership of the E,R,C,, and no participation i n  any e x i s t i n g  nil- 
i t a r y  a l l i a n c  e . 



REVOLUTIONARY OPPOSITION 

A SERIES OF THREE ARTICLES ON THE REVOLUTIONARY OPPOSITION 
TO IMPERIALISM IN IRELAND TO-DAY WHICH APPMRED IN EDITIONS 
OF "UNFREE CITIZEN" OF lOTH DEC, 1 7 T ~  DEC AND 7TH JAN. THE 
ARTICLES WILL DEAL WITH THE PROVISIONAL AND OFFICIAL REPUB- 
LICANS AND PEOPLES DEMOCRACY. THEY SHOULD BE READ AS 

A SERIES. 



THE PROVISIONALS 

The P r o v i ~ i o n a l  I R A  is  doing most of t h e  f i g h t i n g  aga ins t  B r i t i s h  Inper-  
ialism i n  t h e  North to-day. Who a r e  t h e  Provis iona ls?  What should soc i a -  
l ists th ink  of them? 

The P rov i s iona l s  a r e  t he  product of August 1969. T r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  I R A  
i n  B e l f a s t  was a s  much a  defence fo rce  f o r  t h e  Cathol ic  ghe t tos  a s  an a n t i -  
i m p e r i a l i s t  g u e r i l l a  army. But then the  crunch cane i n  August 1969 and t h e  
ghe t tos  were at tacked.  The B e l f a s t  I R A  had been disarned and was powerless 
t o  r e s i s t .  The r e s u l t  was a r e v o l t  i n  t h e  ranks which coincided with a  
r e v o l t  i n  t h e  South by t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s  who opposed t h e  new l e f t i s t  d i r e c t i o n  
of t he  Republican novenent and t h e  t a c t i c s  of those who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  now-  
ment. The Provis iona ls  were born - a loose  a l l i a n c e  of Northern ghe t to  
f i g h t e r s  and t h e  Southern t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s .  
In t h e  North t h e  Cathol ic  minor i ty ' s  hopes were dashed by t h e  r e f o r m  which 

never came. They grew b i t t e r  and f r u s t r a t e d ,  R io t ing  i n t e n s i f i e d  and Fes t -  
minster moved more and nore f i rmly  behind t h e  Stormont Unionis t s  us ing  i t s  
thuggish army t o  keep then i n  power by bashing t h e  Cathol ics .  Support f o r  
t h e  Proves grew a t  f i r s t  a s  a defence a g a i n s t  Orange a t t a c k ,  then f o r  de- 
fence and r e t a l i a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  Arny. But t h e  Provos d id  not 
s t a r t  t he  war. The Sunday Tines I n s i g h t  team n e a t l y  and concise ly  chron- 
i c l e d  t h e  way i n  which t h e  B r i t i s h ,  by t h e i r  double dea l ing ,  bu l ly ing  and 
a t t a c k s  on Cathol ic  a r e a s  a t  t h e  whim of Unionist  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  u l t i u a t e l y  
forced the  Provis iona ls  i n t o  launching a  n i l i t a r y  canpaign. The B r i t i s h  
with i m p e r i a l i s t  p ig  headness responded t o  t h a t  canpaign with nore and nore 
v ic ious  repress ion ,  wi th  t h e  nurder of c i v i l i a n s  and f i n a l l y  wi th  internmentr 
To-day t h e  Northern minori ty  i s  f i g h t i n g  f o r  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  What s t a r t e d  
out as a non-violent c i v i l  r i g h t s  s t r u g g l e  has met with Unionist  i n t r ans igence  
backed by B r i t i s h  guns. This b a t t l e  is a v i t a l  one, f o r  de fea t  would mean t h e  
l i f e - o f  Uncle Tom, the obedient s l a v e ,  f o r  another  f i f t y  years.  But by t h e  



same token - s i n c e  t h e  Stormont regime has proved i t s e l f  incapable  of reform 
and B r i t a i n  has thrown her  weight f u l l y  behind the  defence of Stormont - 
v ic to ry ,  even p a r t i a l  v i c to ry  must mean not  only democratic r i g h t s  f o r  Cath- 
o l i c s ,  b u t  t he  death k n e l l  of Unionism and a body blow t o  B r i t i s h  I m ~ e r i a l i a m  
i n  I re land .  The Provos have moved i n v o l u n t a r i l y  from defending t h e  Cathol ics  
t o  f i g h t i n g  one h a l f  of an a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  war. The o ther  ha l f  i s  the  mass 
C i v i l  Res is tance  ~ovemen t  'which i s  equal ly  important,  S o c i a l i s t s  must of 
course suppor t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  B r i t i s h  Imperialism and f o r  r i g h t s  f o r  
Cathol ics  and Co-operate wi th  t h e  P rov i s iona l s  who a r e  doing most of t h e  
f igh t ing .  

But t h a t   upp port and co-operation must be c r i t i c a l .  The P rov i s iona l s  began 
a s  an a l l i a n c e  between Northern m i l i t a n t s  and Southern t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s  and the  
Northerners a r e  s t i l l  prepared t o  l eave  t h e i r  p o l i t i c s  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  people 
i n  t he  South. Since the  immediate reason f o r  t h e  s p l i t  i n  t h e  Republican 
Movement was t h e  dropping of obstent ionism and t h e  growing in f luence  Of t h e  
Communist Par ty  i n  t h e  movement, t h e  Kevin S t r e e t  Sinn Fein i s  today d i s -  
t inguished  by r i g i d  obstent ionism, myst ica l  na t iona l i sm,  and v i r u l e n t  a n t i -  
communism. Moreover r eac t iona ry  a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  elements on both s i d e s  of t h e  
border ,  anxious t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  Republican s p l i t ,  have been b u s i l y  wooing t h e  
Provis iona ls  though without  evident  success  and t h e  Northerners '  deep r o o t s  
i n  the  ghe t to  have made it very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  Provos t o  understand t h e  
a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  workers and t o  c ros s  t h e  s e c t a r i a n  divide.  A l l  
t h i s  makes a dangerous mixture. Despi te  t he  P rov i s iona l s  c laim t o  be soc i -  
a l i s t  (everyone 's  a s o c i a l i s t  nowadays, even Harold Wilson and Conor Cruise 
0 ' ~ r i e n )  t h e i r  s o c i a l  and economic pol icy  Comhar na gcomharsan is r e a l l y  more 
of a rescue plan t o  a i l i n g  smal l  bus inesses  threa tened  by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  mono- 
po l i e s  than a  revolu t ionary  b lue  p r i n t  f o r  t h e  over throw of cap i t a l i sm and 
its replacement by workers con t ro l .  Coupled wi th  t r a d i t i o n a l  na t iona l i sm and 
anti-communism i t  is not  exac t ly  a  veh ic l e  f o r  s o c i a l  r evo lu t ion  and could eveB 
conceivably be manipulated i n t o  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  l e f t  by unscrupulous cap- 
i t a l i s t  p o l i t i c i a n s  of t he  Blaney-Boland type. 
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I'hs ~ m i s i o n a l l  S anti-communism . is p a r t i c u l a r l y  dangerous. irritation 
a t  t h e  dishonesty,  hypocrisy and an t i - revolu t ionary  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  Comm- 
u n i s t  Pa r ty  of Ireland is  e n t i r e l y  understandable but  not  s o  t h e  Byster- 
ical......."we r e j e c t  t h e  a t h e s t i c  Marxism propagated by t h e  Goulding - 
McGiolla c l i que  and we a r e  supremely conf ident  t h a t  t he  overwhelming maj- 
o r i t y  of t h e  I r i s h  people w i l l  r e j e c t  t h i s  a l i e n  philosophy" which appeared 
i n  t h e  October An Phoblacht. If Marxism is an Ifalien" and "a thes t ic"  phi l -  
osophy s o  too  i s  Republicanism which was i n s p i r e d  by t h e  a l i e n  French revol -  
u t i o n a r i e s  of 1789 and propagated i n  I r e l a n d  by t h e  a t h e i s t  Wolfe Tone. I n  
f a c t ,  while  t h e r e  a r e  many v a r i t i e s  of Marxism today the  bas i c  i d e a s  of K a r l  
Marx on t h e  long s t r u g g l e  of t h e  working c l a s s  t o  c o n t r o l  t he  world, on 
imperial ism and colonial ism,  and on t h e  s t a t e  a s  an armed conspiracy of t h e  
Ful ing  c l a s s  a r e  c e n t r a l  t o  genuine revolu t ionary  s o c i a l i s t s .  

CONNOLLY & MARX 

Connolly bel ieved t h i s  and however much t h e  name of Marx may have been 
p r o s t i t u t e d  s i n c e  1916 it i s  s t i l l  t r u e  today. 

But t h e  bulk of Provis iona l  vo lunteers  a r e  not  r eac t iona ry  anti-communist 
f ana t i c s .  They a r e  young, brave and dedicated - ready t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  
l i v e s  i n  t h e  war a g a i n s t  imperialism. Most of them want t o  s e e  I r e l a n d  
r u l e d  by he r  people, not  by t h e  bosses  bu t  they a r e  remarkably naive about 
p o l i t i c s  many be l i ev ing  t h a t  i s  something reserved  f o r  gangs ters  and con men 
and t h a t  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  w i l l  b e  defea ted  by t h e  gun alone,  They a r e  wrong 
and t h e i r  e r r o r  could have t r a g i c  consequences, P o l i t i c s  and the  gun must 
go hand i n  hand and p o l i t i c s  d i r e c t  t h e  gun. Otherwise phys ica l  fo rce  w i l l  
f a i l  a s  i t  d id  i n  t h e  1950s - with  out  t h e  a c t i v e  support  of masses of t h e  
population, O r  even i f  it succeeds and fo rces  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  t h e i r  knees,  
t he  profess iona l  p o l i t i c a n s  w i l l  s t e p  i n  and make t h e i r  dea l s  a s  they  d i d  i n  
P921 a n d a s  De Valera d id  a  few years  l a t e r ,  What i s  needed today i f  t h e  
Workers Republic i s  t o  become a r e a l i t y  is  a new genera t ion  of g u e r i l l a s  with 



a  c l e a r  p o l i t i c a l  out look who w i l l  sweep t h e  con-men out of t h e  a rena  and 
nego t i a t e  t h e i r  own se t t lement  with t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s .  

Revolutionary s o c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e  North should be deeply involved i n  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  Stormont and Westminster and should co-operate f u l l y  wi th  
t h e  Provis iona ls  while  remaining f r e e  t o  c r i t i c i s e  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n s  and 
o v e r a l l  a spec t s  of t h e  campaign such a s  t h e  apparent  d i s r ega rd  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  
of innocent P r o t e s t a n t  - or  indeed Cathol ic  - c i v i l i a n s .  Such c r i t i c i s m s  
however w i l l  only be l i s t e n e d  t o  from those  who a r e  engaged i n  t h e  s t rugg le .  

Already many Provis iona ls ,  especially i n  t h e  North, a r e  s ee ing  t h e  need f o r  
deeper involvement i n  p o l i t i c s  and a r e  even examining Marxist  s o l u t i o n s  t o  
t h e  problems. With t h e i r  courage, n a t u r a l  mi l i tancy  and working c l a s s  r o o t s  
many a r e  n a t u r a l  r evo lu t iona r i e s .  I n s t e a d  of screaming abuse a t  t h e s e  men 
forced i n t o  f i g h t i n g  a war aga ins t  i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  s o c i a l i s t s  should be t r y i n g  
t o  involve  them i n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  and cons t an t ly  urg ing  t h a t  t h e  only worth- 
while r epub l i c  i s  a  Workerst Republic. 

Tkiis is happening a l r eady  through t h e  Northern Resit.itztnco Novement. The 
ideo log ica l  b a t t l e  t o  win t h e  P rov i s iona l  vo lunteers  t o  t h e  c i d e  of r evo l -  
u t ionary  soc i a l i sm should continue 1 1 ~ 3 . 1  WO mko t h i s  int .0 a p e u p ' l ~ e  ro-rolu.tjon 
no t  a p o l i t i c i a n s  one. 



THE OFFICIALS 

The O f f i c i a l  Republicans claim t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  s p l i t  they  have got r i d  
of a l l  t h e  dross  and the  deadwood t h a t  was holding t h e i r  movement back. 2.0 

they should have moved sha rp ly  t o  t h e  l e f t  s i n c e  then, Have they? 
The lef t -ward swing i n  Sinn Fe in  was t h e  r e s u l t  of r e th ink ing  a f t e r  t h e  

1950's Eorder campaign. The more thought fu l  Republicans r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t hey  
had f a i l e d  through l a c k  of popular support  and popular involvement i n  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  and t h a t  even i f  they had succeeded i n  " f ree ingn  t h e  North t h e  
whole country would s t i l l  have been run  by Sean Lemass and c o n t r o l l e d  by 
b i g  business.  This  l e d  t o  a t tempts  t o  b u i l d  up mass popular support  by 
a g i t a t i o n  on s o c i a l  and economic i s s u e s  and on t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  i s s u e  i n  t he  
North. 

A l l  t h i s  w a s  happening by 1969, But t h e r e  was a remarkable p a t t e r n  to Sin* 
F e i  n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Their  g r e a t e s t  energy was put i n t o  campaigns aga ins t  ground 
r e n t ,  r e s t r i c t e d  f i s h i n g  r i g h t s  - f o r  ang le r s  no t  working fishermen - foreign 
ownerships of farms o r  mineral r i g h t s ,  These i s s u e s  were a d n i m b l e  i n  then- 
s e lves  but  they  d id  not  a f f e c t  t h e  bas i c  c a p i t a l i s t  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  economy - 
a  ProkYessivs, r a d i c a l  c a p i t a l i s t  could have chee r fu l ly  supported S inn  Fe in ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s .  And i n  f a c t  t h e  P rov i s iona l s  have taken up a l l  t he se  iSsue3 s i n c e  
t h e  s p l i t ,  

But t h e r e  has been no dramatic development s i n c e  then, The Freedom Manlfeeto 
published by t he  O f f i c i a l s  as t h e i r  po l icy  i n  e a r l y  1970 envisages working 
through ''Ckiambers of Commerce and p ro fe s s iona l  groupsl~ and undertakes " to  
defend t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of small  businessmenl'. It s e t s  as t h e i r  ob jec t ive  the  
achievement of "an independent All-Ireland Republiclf. While a t  t h e  January 
'97l Fh@is Seams Cos te l l0  spoke of t h e  need t o  c a d p e r a t e  with " c a p i t a l i s t s  



ancl gombeenmen" a g a i n s t  t h e  E.E.C. In f a c t  t h e  O f f i c i a l s  have made onos -  
i t i o n  t o  t h e  E.E.C. t h e  key poin t  of t h e i r  po l icy  and a r e  opposing i t s  
a s  a  n a t u r a l  development of t he  c a p i t a l i s t  system which w i l l  enslave the 
workers even more, bu t  because of t h e  l o s s  of sove re ign i ty  involved* At 
t h e i r  r ecen t  Ard Fheis  a  motion s t a t i n g  t h a t  a S o c i a l i s t  Republic is the  
r e a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  E.E.C. was heavi ly  defeated. 
In t h e  North t h e r e  has been a s i n i l a r  l a c k  of development. BY e a r l y  

t h e  C i v i l  Rights  movement had succeeded i n  mobilis$ng mass support  f o r  r a d i c a l  
reform i n  N. I re land .  Af te r  August t h e  people themselves went f u r t h e r ;  they 
wanted t h e  ous t ing  of t h e  Unionist  government and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of Stormont* 
Y e t  t h e  O f f i c i a l s  who se i zed  t o t a l  c o n t r o l  of ~ C R A  by e a r l y  1970 t r i e d  t o  hold 
them back and channel t h e i r  energ ies  i n t o  t h e  b l i n d  a l l e y  of a  B i l l  R ights  to 
reform Stormont. While a t  t h e  same time b i t t e r l y  opposing any Use of NICRA 
P re s su r i s e  t h e  Southern government t o  reform s e c t a r i a n  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  South* 
To-day when t h e  e n t i r e  ant i -Unionist  populat ion of t h e  North i s  i n  open revol t  
and i t  should be poss ib le  t o  e s t a b l i s h  v i r t u a l  Sov ie t s  i n  t h e  minori ty  a r e a s  
t h e  O f f i c i a l s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  keep c o n t r o l  in t he  hands of t h e  moribund N I C R A  
which i s  s t i l l  c a l l i n g  f o r  a  ill of ~ i g h t s ,  And NICRA is  i n  c l o s e r  and 
c l o s e r  a l l i a n c e  wi th  t h e  t reacherous  p o l i t i c i a n s  of t h e  SDLP 

Ins t ead  of moving t o  t h e  l e f t  a f t e r  t h e  s p l i t  and adopt ing  . c l ea r ly  work- 
i n g  c l a s s  P o l i c i e s  t h e  development of t h e  O f f i c i a l s  seems t o  have stopped 
dead. This  can be explaine?. by t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  Communist Par ty  0x1 t h e i r  
movement. A t  t h e  t ime of t h e  o r i g i n a l  new depar ture  i n  Republican th ink ing  
s e v e r a l  ex-members of t h e  C.P. joined Sinn  Fein and r a p i d l y  moved t o  t h e  top* 
Since then t h e  C.P. and the  O f f i c i a l s  have moved c l o s e r  t oge the r  u n t i l  to-day 
they j o i n t l y  c o n t r o l  NICRA i n  t h e  North and anti-E.E.c, c m m i t t e e s  and o ther  
f r o n t  organisa t ions  i n  t h e  South. A l l  over t h e  world to-day t h e  orthodox 
Communist p a r t i e s  a r e  noted f o r  t h e i r  c rav ing  f o r  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  and t h e i r  
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dediczb.-i-on t o  the  Parl iamentary road to social ism,  Thei r  bas i c  s t r a t e g y  is 
t o  form a l l i a n c e s  with "progressive" s e c t i o n s  of t h e  middle c l a s s  t o  achieve 
democratic reforms and they a r e  r u t h l e s s  and unscrupulous i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  
t o  " u l t r a - l e f t "  elements who t r y  t o  r a i s e  c l a s s  i s s u e s  i n s t ead .  This  a t t -  
i t u d e  was seen a t  i ts  c l e a r e s t  i n  France i n  1969 when t h e  C.P. v ic ious ly  
a t t acked  t h e  s tuden t  revolutionaries and t h e  workers who supported them* 
f n  I r e l a n d  they seem t o  have succes s fu l ly  drawn t h e  t e e t h  of t h e  O f f i c i a l  
Republicans, 

The O f f i c i a l s 1  a t t i t u d e  t o  violence i s  h ighly  ambiguous and not  a l i t t l e  
h ~ p o c r i t i c a l .  Only t h e  Unionist  pa r ty  have been more vehement i n  t h e i r  
condemnation of t h e  P rov i s iona l  campaign and indeed Brian Faulkner has  
quoted Cathal  Goulding with approval more than once, The denunciat ions have 
been verging on h y s t e r i c a l  and t h e r e  has  been no acknowledgement t h a t  t h e  
campaign has been provoked. Alive they have c a l l e d  the  P rov i s iona l s  s e c t -  
a r i a n  murderers, y e t  when they  d i e  acknowledged them a s  Republican heroes.  
When t h e  Provis iona ls  blow up bus iness  promises it  is  s e c t a r i a n ,  when t h e  
O f f i c i a l s  k i l l  a  Unionist  Senator  i t  i s  not.  

I R A  TRADITION 

The g l a r i n g  incons is tency  sp r ings  from t h e  O f f i c i a l s 1  whole pos i t ion .  They 
claim t o  be a  revolu t ionary  s o c i a l i s t  o rgan i sa t ion  but  they  a l s o  claim t o  be 
t h e  r e a l  Republicans, t h e  t r u e  i n h e r i t o r s  of t h e  I R A  t r a d i t i o n .  But t h e  I R A  
were never revolu t ionary  s o c i a l i s t s ,  thcy were revolu t ionary  n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  
Some l e f t  wing, some r i g h t  wing. Whoever i n h e r i t s  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n  i n h e r i t s  
militarism a s  wel l  a s  rad ica l i sm,  They i n h e r i t  Sean Russel ,  t h e  bombing 
campaign i n  England and t h e  501s Border campaign. And s o  the  O f f i c i a l  I R A  
a t t a c k s  on the  Provis iona l  campaign a r e  s igned  with t h e  name of J.J. McGarrity, 
t he  man who org ina tsd  the r l ~ c a s t r o n ~ .  bc~mbring carnpaigr~ i n  England, and t h e  
O f f i c i a l s  commerate each year  t h e  men who died i n  t h e  50's campaign which was 
much L s s s  j u s t i f i e d  than t h e  present  one. There is  no way out of t h e i r  



dilemma s h o r t  of dropping t h e  claim t o  be t h e  t r u e  I R A  and becoming t h e  
C i t i zen  Army o r  t h e  Peoples Army, who can honour what i s  good i n  t h e  Re2ub- 
l i c a n  t r a d i t i o n  without  being i d e n t i f i e d  with a l l  i t s  faca t@.  But t h a t  
might l o s e  p o t e n t i a l  r e c r u i t s  and a l i e n a t e  some of t h e  middle c l a s s  a l l i e s  S O  

beloved of t h e  C.P. I n  t h e  meantime t h e  O f f i c i a l  I R A  can only d i s t i n g u i s h  
i t s e l f  from the  P rov i s iona l  I R A  by v i t u p e r a t i v e  abuse of i ts  r i v a l s .  

Revolutionary s o c i a l i s t s  ou t s ide  t h e  O f f i c i a l s  can only welcome t h e  dig- 
carding of outmoded sh ibbole ths  l i k e  Abstentionism and non-recognition of t h e  
Courts ,  and t h e  new emphasis on s o c i a l  and economic i s sues .  We must be prc- 
pared t o  co-operate wi th  them i n  these  a c t i v i t i e s ,  We must acknowledge t h a t  
t h e  bulk  of O f f i c i a l  vo lunteers  have joined because they  be l i eve  t h c i r  organ- 
i s a t i o n  t o  be s o c i a l i s t .  But we mus tn f t  be stampeded by t h e i r  h y s t e r i c a l  
a t t a c k s  on t h e  'fascaist  Provis iona ls l  who were t h e i r  comrades i n  arms up u n t i l  
two years  ago. Wc must s e e  t h e  pern ic ious  and counter-revolut ionary inf luence  
of t he  C.P.1. a t  work i n  t h e i r  ranks and expose and a t t a c k  i t .  A R ~  We must Con- 
s t a n t l y  propose more r a d i c a l ,  more s o c i a l i s t  courses  t o  t h e  O f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  
hope t h a t  e i t h e r  they w i l l  ag ree ,  o r  i f  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  r e f u s e s ,  t h c  rank and 
f i l e  w i l l  begin t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  way i n  which they a r e  being muzzled and r e s -  
t r a ined .  



THE PEOPLE" DDMOCRACY 

The People 's  Democracy began i n  October 1968 as a loose  s tudent  p r o t e s t  
movement. It was l i b e r a l  well-meaning and en thus i a s t i c .  Hundreds a t tended  
meetings i n  Queen's Univers i ty  and a couple of thousand came on marches. 
But s i n c e  t h e r e  was no formal membership i t  was hard t o  t e l l  t h e  committed 
from t h e  spec t a to r s .  Events took c a r e  of t ha t .  A s  t h ings  got  worse, n a s t i e r  
and more b r u t a l  i n  t he  North t h e  thousands and then the  hundredsfe l l  away. 
Meawhile  t he  P.D. changed, It had always had a p o l i t i c a l  hard core  of Young 
S o c i a l i s t s .  A s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  developed only they could expla in  what was hap- 
pening and g ive  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  organisat ion.  And the  committed members 
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  l i b e r a l  c i v i l  r i g h t s  demands - or  a  c a p i t a l i s t  un i t ed  I r e l a n d  - 
would so lve  nothing. So P.D. became a revolu t ionary  s o c i a l i s t  group, and i t  
a l s o  changed i t s  s t r u c t u r e  t o  have i n d i v i d u a l  members, a  c e n t r a l  committee 
and monthly conferences,  

The P.D. was smal le r ,  much smal le r ,  bu t  i t s  members were dedicated and 
knew where they were going, And a  small group of determined revolutionaries 
can do f a r  more than  thousands of confused and bewildered people, ever  prone 
t o  manipulation by pbofessional  p o l i t i c i a n s  l i k e  the  S.D.L.P. When t h e  r c -  
volut ionary group can communicate its knowledge and understanding t o  t h e  
thousands, then they a r e  i nv inc ib l e .  

Of course the  POD. made mistakes: some immediate and p r a c t i c a l ,  l i k e  t he  
f a i l u r e  t o  support  t h e  Enn i sk i l l en  march of November 1970, some t a c t i c a l ,  
and some t h e o r e t i c a l .  It took POD. a  long time t o  work out its r e l a t i o n s  
with non-soc ia l i s t  groups which oppose d iscr imina t ion  o r  r ep re s s ion  - l i k e  
t he  NICRA. S o c i a l i s  t sec ta r ian ism of t he  Eamonn McCann v a r i e t y  urged no c  o- 
opera t ion  a t  a l l  with such bodies  but  today P.D. i s  a c t i v e l y  involved i n  
NICRA and the  broader-based Northern Res is tance  Movement, The P.D. a l s o  
under emphasised t h e  n a t i o n a l  quest ion and I r i s h  un i ty  i n  an unsuccessful  
a t tempt  t o  a l l a y  the  f e a r s  of t he  l o y a l i s t s ,  bu t  t h e  in t e rven t ion  of B r i t i s h  



t roops  changed t h a t .  &t no a c t i v e  s o c i a l i s t  par ty  can avoid a l l  mistakes* 
The important t h ing  is t o  l e a r n  from then  and the  P.D. has learned  much. 
Despite i t s  s i z e ,  desp i t e  mistakes,  t h e  P.D. has achieved much over t h r e e  
years.  The B u r n t o l l e t  march which rev ived  a  f lagging  C.R. campaign, exposed 
t h e  R.U.C. and B, Spec ia l s  f o r  good and revea led  t o  t h e  world the  faacism 
under t h e  s k i n  of U l s t e r  Unionism, Winning sone 25,000 votes  i n  t h e  1969 
e l e c t i o n  and des t roying  t h e  myth of O 'Nei l l ' s  l i b e r a l  Unionism - and severe ly  
shaking a few N a t i o n a l i s t  M.P,s i n t o  t h e  bargain. Running 'Radio F ree  Bel- 
f a s t f  i n  August and September 1969 and doing much t o  r a d i c a l i s e  t h e  Cathol ic  
population. Es t ab l i sh ing  and running t h e  Free C i t i z e n  which f o r  over two 
years  has  been a  perpe tua l  thorn  i n  t h e  f l e s h  t o  t h e  Unionis t s  and t h e  
B r i t i s h  and has spread S o c i a l i s t  and revolu t ionary  i d e a s  throughout t h e  pop- 
u la t ion .  Encouraging Southern S o c i a l i s t s  t o  break wi th  t h e  degenerate  I r i s h  
Labour Par ty  and s e t t i n g  up t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Labour Al l iance  t o  u n i t e  Northern 
and Southern S o c i a l i s t s  i n  a  s i n g l e  movement, Helping t o  s e t  up t h e  Northern 
Res is tance  Movement t o  r e v i t a l i s e  t h e  C i v i l  Disobedience Canpaign and conbat 
t h e  se l l -ou t  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  S.D.L.P. 

Meanwhile we have been involved i n  coun t l e s s  marches, meetings, p r o t e s t s  and 
demonstrations a l l  over I r e l a n d  and almost a l l  our members have been j a i l e d ,  
i n t e r n e d  or  harassed by t h e  p o l i c e  and m i l i t a r y  a t  some time over t h e  l a s t  
two years.  

But what is  t h e  P.D.s r o l e  today? The most immediate and urgent  problem i n  
I r e l a n d  i s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  m i l i t a r y  t e r r o r  i n  t h e  North. A 1 1  s o c i a l i s t s  
should be f u l l y  involved i n  t h a t  s t r u g g l e ,  Should t h e  P.D. no t  j o i n  t h e  I.R,A. 
en  bloc? But our aim is not  j u s t  an I r i s h  Republic wi th  t h e  t r i c o l o u r  f l y i n g  
from t h e  c e n t r e  t o  t h e  sea ,  Our aim is a S o c i a l i s t  Republic wi th  t h e  workers 
i n  con t ro l  and t h e  S t a r r y  Plough - t h e  f l a g  of I r i s h  Social ism f ly ing .  That 
w i l l  no t  be won overnight  o r  j u s t  by de fea t ing  t h e  Unionis t s  i n  t h e  North. It 
will mean a long  s t r u g g l e  a s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  i n  t h e  South 
and some of our r e spec t ab le  a l l i e s  who nominally support  t h e  Northern oppos i t ion  
a s  wel l ,  And much of t h e  s t r u g g l e  w i l l  be  on a d i f f e r e n t  bas i s .  It w i l l  be a  
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c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  working c l a s s  aga ins t  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s .  
And t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  cannot w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  war i n  t h e  North is  Over. It 

must go on i n  t h e  South now, It must go on i n  t h e  North whereever possible .  
And it must be c l e a r l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s *  But 
n e i t h e r  wing of t h e  Republican movement i s  waging t h a t  s t ruggle .  The Provis- 
i o n a l ~  a r e  concent ra t ing  too exc lus ive ly  on t h e  North, t h e  O f f i c i a l s  a r e  too  
dominated by t h e  C.P.1. s t r a t e g y  of winning over s e c t i o n s  of t h e  middle c l a s se s .  
Moreover p o l i t i c s  is complex. Countless t imes i n  I r e l a n d  and i n  o the r  count- 
r i e s  brave but  simple f i g h t i n g  men have given t h e i r  l i v e s  only s o  t h a t  schemirg 
p o l i t i c a n s  could r e a p  t h e  bene f i t s .  O r  t h e  f i g h t i n g  men have come t o  power 
only t o  f i n d  themselves trapped and d i c t a t e d  t o  by b i g  business  and monopoly 
capi tal ism.  That is  why we must t a l k  of Marxism and ' s c i e n t i f i c  soc ia l i sm1.  
Only a  knowledge of h i s t o r y  of economics and above a l l  a  s tudy  of o ther  
r evo lu t ions  and how they worked out i n  p r a c t i c e  can enable t h e  I r i s h  revol -  
u t i o n a r i e s  t o  avoid a l l  t h ~ e e  p i t f a l l s .  

So t o  achieve a S o c i a l i s t  Republic we need a sepa ra t e  s o c i a l i s t  par ty  which 
while  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  f u l l y  i n  t h e  Northern s t r u g g l e  is  a l s o  a c t i v e l y  involved 
i n  t he  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  South and i n  t h e  North a s  f a r  as possible .  The 
par ty  should a l s o  be cons t an t ly  exposing t h e  ro t t enness  and cor rupt ion  of t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  soc i e ty  and expla in ing  what soc ia l i sm r e a l l y  means, And wi th in  
the  organisa t ions  t h e r e  must be continuous argument, d i scuss ion  and educat ion 
so ,  t h a t  every member is f u l l y  grounded i n  s o c i a l i s t  theory - t e s t e d  i n  
p r a c t i c e  - and f u l l y  understands t h e  groups p o l i t i c s  and i s  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  on 
t h e  f i g h t  i f  a l l  t h e  o the r s  a r e  removed. 

That is  what t h e  P.D. aims a t .  We have b u i l t  t h e  nucleus of such a group 
i n  t he  North. I n  t he  South s o c i a l i s t  groups tend  t o  be dogmatic armchair 
r evo lu t iona r i e s  more concerned with a t t a c k s  upon each o ther  than  t h e  overb 
throw of t he  s t a t e  bu t  a  P.D. branch has been s e t  up i n  Dublin and P.D. has 
joined with Southern s o c i a l i s t s  t o  form the  SOCIALIST LABOUR ALLIANCE. However 
W e  have a  long way s t i l l  t o  go i n  t h e  South. 

A s  10% a s  t he  Northern c r i s i s  f i l l s  t h e  c e n t r e  of t h e  s t a t e  i n e v i t a b l y  a  



revolu t ionary  s o c i a l i s t  group l i k e  t h e  P.D. n i l l  be smal le r  and have l e s s  
support than  the  m i l i t a n t  l e f t  wing n a t i o n a l i s t  o rgan i sa t ions  l i k e  t h e  
O f f i c i a l s  and t h e  P r o v i ~ o n a l s .  But t h e  Northern c r i s i s  n i l l  be only one 
s t a g e  of a  long s t r u g g l e  and when i t  i s  temporari ly  reso lved  and emphasis 
s h i f t s  t o  t he  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  North and South, then  more 
and more people w i l l  t u rn  t o  t h e  s o c i a l i s t s  f o r  advice and leadersh ip ,  Mean- 
while  P.D. of course should co-operate with t h e  Republicans, knowing t h a t  t h e  
v a s t  majori ty  of t h e i r  vo lunteers  want t o  go t h e  f u l l  road t o  t h e  Workers 
Republic,  

Our cu r r en t  path though i s o l a t e d ,  i s  i n  honourable t r a d i t i o n .  Despi te  t h e  
numbers of 'James Connolly' Republican c lubs ,  Connolly was never a nember of 
Sinn Fein. I n  f a c t  he  was b i t t e r l y  opposed t o  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  Zinn Fein 
of those days whose l eade r ,  Arthur G r i f f i t h ,  a t t acked  s t r i k e s  and s t r i k e r s  
and backed t h e  employers. Connolly s e t  up a s e r i e s  of small  s o c i a l i s t  p a r t i e s  
i n  Dublin. Nor was he ever  a  member of t h e  I r i s h  Volunteers,  In s t ead  he was 
head of t he  C i t i zen  Army, a working c l a s s  fo rce ,  o f t e n  descr ibed a s  t h e  f i r s t  
Red Army i n  Europe. The C i t i z e n  Army co-operated f u l l y  n i t h  Pearse and t h e  
mi l i ta r i t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Volunteers bu t  they  remained a  s epa ra t e  force  r i g h t  
up t o  t he  day of the  1916 Rising. Indeed s h o r t l y  before  t h e  Ris ing  Connolly 
t o l d  them "In t he  event of v i c to ry  hold on t o  your r i f l e s ,  a s  those  with 
whom we a r e  f i g h t i n g  may s t o p  before  our goal i s  reached. We a r e  out for 
economic as we l l  a s  p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r t y t t .  The s o c i a l i s t  pos i t i on  could not  be 
put Bet ter .  

Af te r  Connollyfs  death h i s  son Roddy and h i s  c l o s e s t  a s s o c i a t e s  t r i e d  t o  - keep up t h e  t r a d i t i o n  by r ev iv ing  t h e  C i t i z e n  Army and a sepa ra t e  s o c i a l i s t  
par ty which became t h e  f i r s t  Communist Pa r ty  of I r e l a n d  i n  1921 - before  t h e  
degeneration of t h e  Russia& Revolution, Thei r  e f f o r t s  f a i l e d  amid t h e  blood 
bath of t he  C i v i l  War where they  took t h e  Republican s ide .  It is  time t h e  
t r a d i t i o n  was revived of a r e a l  revolu t ionary  s o c i a l i s t  pa r ty  i n  I r e l a n d  and 
u l t ima te ly  of a  C i t i z e n  Army t o  jo in  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  B r i t i s h  
Imperialism and n a t i v e  I r i s h  capi tal ism.  This  should be our aim. 
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