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Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - What people said

| asked: What was your biggest takeaway from the event?

How textiles can reflect
the healing and scarring

| much appreciate
the opportunity
to learn about
the tradition
of afghani rug
making and its
historical and
political relevance
through Ghaf’s
work.

The artworks displayed
have an enigmatic and
alluring presence to
them, uncovering many
layers of meaning within
a visual system very

The diversity
of experiences

“Really enjoyed the
workshop and how
textiles” are in all

cultures

of Afghans

Learning that early
war rugs depict
Russian guns, tanks
etc and in turn
learning about the

‘very talented
multimedia artist
with socially
engaged practice’

It made me think about
not just the experience
of Afghans, but their

Being In

the afghan experience in the UK Soviet invasion ‘ _

community in relation to others’ which | had no My main takeaway

was great assumptions about knowledge of prior S EEE R
experience for Afghanistan. to visiting this quality work |

encountered, really
great!’

me. exhibition.



Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Project aims

- Participatory workshops for the
Afghan diaspora community. and
General public
this project

- Developing my artistic practice in
painting and textile during studio
time

- Producing new artworks centered on
Afghan diasporas’s lived experiences
being in the UK during Fall of Kabul,
2021

- Showcasing work in an exhibiiton
as my first solo exhibition with
partnering organisations

—

Afghani War Rugs Reimagined exhibition, centre: Homage to Najia, right: Oral history stories Photograph © Maryna Sulym
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Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Selected Exhibition Contents

Homage to Unitlted Audio transcript: Najia
Homage to Naseer

.....

/—/orgégewfo Nadi

Homage to Najia



Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Conflict Textiles Event

My partnership with
Conflict Textiles resulted
IN a single workshop held
during the opening of
my solo exhibition. The
workshop was run and
facilitated by Roberta
Bacic, the Senior Curator.
Participants spent three
hours stitching together
a handmade doll using
sentimental fabrics.

Roberta brought textiles
from Conflict Textiles that
explored conflicts from
other communities, such
as Latin America through
Arpilleras.

Number of Participants: 20



Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Counterpoints Arts

COUNTERPOINTS.

“We have worked with Ghafar for several years
and this project represented a significant step
In his development as an artist. He delivered an
ambitious creative and participatory programme
with great success. The exhibition was hugely
Impressive, along with an extensive series of
events. Feedback from everyone we spoke to was
strongly positive. We are already looking forward
to his next project!”

-Tom Green (Senior Producer)



Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Afghan Association of London (Harrow)

My partnership with the Afghan Association of London (Harrow)
focused on engaging the Afghan Diaspora in the exhibition through
a talk conducted by Lazo Studio, an Afghan-founded bespoke
furniture maker.

Following the talk, we shared a community meal featuring Afghan
cuisine (Kabuli Pilau). No pictures were taken as audience members

requested not to be photographed



Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Google Ad Campaign Analytics

Clicks

379

Impressions

6.85K

m

} Metrics

Overall Impressions

6,851

Top 3 Demongraphics

Female aged 25-34 = 28.83%
Female aged 18-24 = 15.23%
Male aged 25-34 = 10.88%

Engagment

379 clicks
18 conversions

Search keywords Click-through rate

Cultural art exhibition = 6.04%
Art events London = 5.25%
Art exhibit = 517%

Art exhibition London = 4.20%
Art fair = 3.78%



Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Artist Website Analytics

Traffic Overview
501% increase
493 Unique vistors

Traffic Source

Google = 415

Direct (website) = 118
Instragram =11
Cain.ulster.ac.uk (conflict
textiles) = 8
Refugeeweek.org.uk
(counterpoints Arts) = 6




Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Social Media Campaign

Total rate
3838
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Studio Assistants
Harry Kincade
Ricky Alikhan

Story Contributors
Nadia

Total Likes
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Counterpoints Arts Project Partners
Dijana Rakovic
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Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Post Exhibition

Following my solo exhibition - Ishkar

| received interest from the - Christopher Farr

following organisations - AVAH (Afghan Visual Arts and History)
- Afghan Aid HQ

Ghafar & ISHKAR inbex » r =2 B

Electra Simon <slecirafishkarcom SaLSep2 445PN & @ e
b=
o me. Nads, Contact =

| On top of this:

- Bl | - | held a podcast talk with Bosla Arts

Introducing you bare o Nada who leads on our events, She s aclually on holiday until ke 77th of sepl, but | will brief hes then and then the two of you can discuss. Pleass do
send us some install shots from your exhibition and have a think in the maantime about whal you'd like. | think an event (Talk & mini exhibition) could be great, bul mavbe

there could be a workshop element as wall, .. | am sune people would be vary inlerested in thal Wil message you lo coma see lhe siudio soon as wall Insﬁtute ﬂf Middlﬂ East, Centra] Asia and Caucasus Studjes - | h e | d a I I Ve a rt I St ta | k W I t h C h e | S e a
i Homes  People About Study  Projects  Publications Eventss Mews  Links  Contact CO | I e g e Of A rt S

) Hearing migrants’ powerful stories - Had my exhibition written about by

e e Bl through art: What do we learn from it? - -
i - “Reflections of Displacement and Universi ty of St Andrews

Exile” Student Reflection
;;.:I.I.:.;.:J.-,";F.Am,u-.u 07% n ﬂ Q [m E

Shop Events Podecast Residency About Blog Contact Lagin |E] ’ -F =

TALK AND WALK

Public Programmes of the Exhibition
Voven Expression: Narrating Stories Through Patterns

Safive Coskur /s o 3™ pear student in Newresgience ot the University of 5t Andrews.

Being interested in migration from a neuropsycholoqical perspective as 8 Neurpscience student,
the recent MECALS (Middle East, Central Asia, and Caucasus Studies) art exhibition was a fantastic

Episude 15: A Refugee WEEk Special: ME"tEI HEEIth; HESiIiE"GE & opportunity for me to discover the topics of displacement, immigration and their personal
psychological effects reflected through art thiat enabled me to deepen my understanding of 4 P AT, B B S R
the Arts sacietal and legal aspects of the phenamena, {U"T) Wea vin g Sto Fies A ranel LINscussion
In-Conversation with _Date: Thursday 6 July
Rai Kabir & Time; 6. 30PM - 7. 45PM
aisa Rabir Lecation: Eanqueting Hall,
A Refugee Week Special: Mental Health, Resilience & the Arts Ghafar n”ff”?‘jh ammad, Che’Se‘:f College of Arts
Jul 24 - Tha Art Persists Padeast Mod 2k Speakers: Raisa Kabir and
oo : oderate b 4 Ghafar Tajmohammad
Manmeet K Walia Moderator: Manmeet K Walia

We launch Season 4 with a special episode recorded live during Refugee Week in collaboration

with Counterpoints Arts! The conversation brought together 3 renowned artists Laura Nyahuye,

Ghatar Tajmohammad, and Olga Tkachenko, together, we spoke about the place of art in mental

Raisa Kabir Ghafar Tajmohammad Manmeet K Walia

health recovery, along with resllience and it's limitations in each of the artists’ contexts; from

addressing social issues through art, to the Afghan diaspora experience, and finally escaping war
The author (left) with the artist (right) at the Afghani War Rugs Reimagined’ univarlly

in Ukraine. varsi
exhibition in London in June 2023. Photo: Maryna Sulym. e I.l ﬂi : —



Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Acknowledgements



