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I much appreciate 
the opportunity 
to learn about 
the tradition 

of afghani rug 
making and its 
historical and 

political relevance 
through Ghaf’s 

work. Learning that early 
war rugs depict 

Russian guns, tanks 
etc and in turn 

learning about the 
Soviet invasion 
which I had no 

knowledge of prior 
to visiting this 

exhibition.

I asked: What was your biggest takeaway from the event?

It made me think about 
not just the experience 
of Afghans, but their 
experience in the UK 
in relation to others’ 
assumptions about 

Afghanistan.

Being in 
the afghan 
community 
was great 

experience for 
me.

The artworks displayed 
have an enigmatic and 
alluring presence to 
them, uncovering many 
layers of meaning within 
a visual system very 

The diversity 
of experiences 

of Afghans 

‘very talented 
multimedia artist 
with socially 
engaged practice’

‘My main takeaway 
was what high 
quality work I 
encountered, really 
great!’

How textiles can reflect 
the healing and scarring 

“Really enjoyed the 
workshop and how 
textiles” are in all 
cultures
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Participatory workshops for the 
Afghan diaspora community. and 
General public 
this project 

Developing my artistic practice in 
painting and textile during studio 
time  

Producing new artworks centered on 
Afghan diaspora’s lived experiences 
being in the UK during Fall of Kabul, 
2021 

Showcasing work in an exhibiiton 
as my first solo exhibition with 
partnering organisations 

Afghani War Rugs Reimagined exhibition, centre: Homage to Najia, right: Oral history stories Photograph © Maryna SulymAfghani War Rugs Reimagined exhibition, centre: Homage to Najia, right: Oral history stories Photograph © Maryna Sulym

-

-

-

-



Afghani War Rugs Reimagined Afghani War Rugs Reimagined - Development and Funding - Development and Funding 

ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND
£ 12,905 funding

a-n The Artist Information 
Company
£790 funding

COUTERPOINTS ARTS
£1000 commission
£1800 In-kind

YORKTON WORKSHOP
£4,200 In-kind (venue)

-

-

-

-
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Homage to NaseerHomage to Naseer
Homage to UnitltedHomage to Unitlted

Homage to NadiaHomage to NadiaHomage to NajiaHomage to Najia God WillingGod Willing

Audio transcript: NajiaAudio transcript: Najia

C 17 C 17 
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My partnership with 
Conflict Textiles resulted 
in a single workshop held 
during the opening of 
my solo exhibition. The 
workshop was run and 
facilitated by Roberta 
Bacic, the Senior Curator. 
Participants spent three 
hours stitching together 
a handmade doll using 
sentimental fabrics.

Roberta brought textiles 
from Conflict Textiles that 
explored conflicts from 
other communities, such 
as Latin America through 
Arpilleras.

Number of Participants: 20
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 “We have worked with Ghafar for several years 
and this project represented a significant step 
in his development as an artist. He delivered an 
ambitious creative and participatory programme 
with great success. The exhibition was hugely 
impressive, along with an extensive series of 
events. Feedback from everyone we spoke to was 
strongly positive. We are already looking forward 
to his next project!” 
        -Tom Green (Senior Producer)
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My partnership with the Afghan Association of London (Harrow) 
focused on engaging the Afghan Diaspora in the exhibition through 
a talk conducted by Lazo Studio, an Afghan-founded bespoke 
furniture maker.

Following the talk, we shared a community meal featuring Afghan 
cuisine (Kabuli Pilau). No pictures were taken as audience members 
requested not to be photographed
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Overall Impressions
6,851

Top 3 Demongraphics
Female aged 25-34 = 28.83%
Female aged 18-24 = 15.23%
Male aged 25-34 = 10.88%

Engagment
379 clicks
18 conversions

Search keywords Click-through rate
Cultural art exhibition = 6.04%
Art events London = 5.25%
Art exhibit = 5.17%
Art exhibition London = 4.20%
Art fair = 3.78%
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Traffic Overview
501% increase 
493 Unique vistors

Traffic Source
Google = 415
Direct (website) = 118
Instragram = 11
Cain.ulster.ac.uk (conflict 
textiles) = 8
Refugeeweek.org.uk 
(counterpoints Arts) = 6
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Total rate
3838

Total Likes 
782

Total Comment
49

Total Profile Activity
113

Reach to Non-followers
1117

Top Performing Post
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Following my solo exhibition 
I received interest from the 
following organisations

- Ishkar 
- Christopher Farr
- AVAH (Afghan Visual Arts and History)
- Afghan Aid HQ 

On top of this:
- I held a podcast talk with Bosla Arts
- I held a live artist talk with Chelsea
  College of Arts
- Had my exhibition written about by
  University of St Andrews
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