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The activists say they are of-
ten frustrated when their inter-
ests and preferences are
blocked due to the traditional di-
vide, something which happens
often with education.

‘Hindsight'
A Unesco report published in
2021 found thar about 93 per
centofchildrenin Northern Ire-
land still attend schools that are
largely segregated by religion.
MeAdoo says he wanted to at-
tend an integrated school but
was sent to Drumglass High
school, a state secondary
school whose pupils were pre-
dominantly Protestant orunion-
i5L,

“I think when [ went to the
[integrated] school it seemed
the most appealing to me.” he
says. “But my family straight
away didn’t want me to do that:
In hindsight, they thought it
would've been berter.”

Conlon notes that this knee-
Jerk reaction is beginning to
fade, however.

“I' know someone [from the
unionist community] whe is go-
ing to go to St Louise's
[Comprehensive College in
west Belfast] because it special-
15¢s in dance and drama, not be-
cause it's a Cathelic school,”
she says,

Theanniversary of the agree-
ment comes as the institutions
it established still fail to Munc-
ton, and questions of identity

stlll dominate the political
stage amid unignist objections
o aspecis of the post-Brexit set-
tlement and Sinn Féin looking
ascendant in both jurisdictions.

But Conlon says although
hercommunity in Ballymurphy

15 politically engaged, many never made enough of an ar- |

young people feel “their vote
doesn't count, that the polit-
¢ians don't care about what
they have to say”.

“People are so fed up with
our politicians, with the parties,
with the same :unversn:i_u-n
overand over again and getting
nowhere,” she says.

“Young people are more con-
cerned about the cost-of-living
crigis, about maybe getting a
house.. about better opportuni-
tiesand LGBTQ+ rights.”

m Cori Conlon, from the
Ballymurphy area of west
Belfast, and Jamie McAdoo,
from Dungannon, Co Tyrone,
wWere among the speakers at
the Peace Summit in Derry
last week

McAdoo says youn E people
s€¢ 50 much pain that the cop-
flict and the divide caused. and
they want rg move away from |
that, .

“They probably laok at their
older generation and think they

tempt to move away fromit.” he
SaYS,

McAdoo adds thar the young
people he speaks to want a
Ereater emphasis on “climage
change, LGBTQ+ rights, wom-
en’srights”,

“And I think when they hear
the same things being
drummed on and on and on
about - the Northern protacol,

Brexit, and religious jssues -
they just don't really want to
know.” he says.
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