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Gerry Adams Blog Monday Mar ch 9th, 2009

The only way to goisforward

On Saturday night | wasin County Clare. The local government electionsin the south arein 12 weeks
time. That’s on June 5th. The elections to the European Parliament in both parts of Ireland are on the 4th
and 5th.

12 weeksisn’'t along time and | travelled to Clare from Dublin after a hectic two days, including an Ard
Chomhairle meeting, in the Capital. The Ard Chomhairle was meeting for the first time since the recent
Ard Fheis and it was a positive and forward looking gathering which set out a programme of work for

the next 12 months. We also discussed PSNI Chief Hugh Orde’ s decision to deploy undercover British
Army operatives against so-called dissident elements.

Understandably Republicans and democrats, including myself, have protested against and are strongly
opposed to that decision. Apart from anything else it is a harking back to the old days when such units
created havoc in our society by perpetuating conflict and destabilising communities.

There was also abrief discussion about the so-called dissidents and their failure to advance any coherent
strategy — in fact any strategy at all.

Hugh Orde made a mistake. But none of us should be naive about this. Huge progress has been madein
developing a new political dispensation here but the British jurisdiction remains, albeit in a conditional
form and that jurisdiction involves British agencies, including their spooks and spies.

Republicans and democrats are clearly opposed to this.
Anyway we had a good discussion about al of this and then off to the Banner County.

The event there took the form of a public meeting in Ennis, the County town. When it was over,
somewhere around 11pm, | got news of a shooting incident in Antrim Town. The next few hours were
spent trying to catch up on what had happened.

Early next morning it was clear, and since then Ireland is once again in the news big time!
So what'sit al about?
It's an attack on the peace process, that’swhat it is about.

There can be no ambiguity or ambivalence about that. Back in the north on Monday the Assembly was
clear on thisissue.
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But what of the popular mood?
In my view the vast majority of people are opposed to what happened.

In the days when there was no peaceful or democratic way forward for those who wanted basic rights —
civil rights—or for those who wanted national rights as well — Sinn Féin spokespersons, including
myself, defended the IRA’ s armed struggle.

We didn’t accept everything that was done and in most instances the case we made was in defense of the
legitimacy of IRA actionsin the context of British Army occupation.

There is no such legitimacy today.

Our political position was based also on the absence of any alternative way to bring about positive
change.

Today there is an alternative. As| told the Assembly: “I stand here today as an unrepentant,
unapol ogetic Irish republican.

| want to see an end to British rule on thisisland and the unity of orange and green.
This can only be achieved by peaceful and democratic means and Sinn Féin is wedded to that.”

It's also my conviction that these objectives can be achieved. Sinn Fein has a strategy to do just that and
we are building the political support and structures to advance this.

The political institutions, the peace process and Sinn Féin are as much atarget of the perpetrators of
Saturday nights attack as those they killed or injured.

That iswhy they have to be resisted. Politically. Democratically. Peacefully. They want to destroy the
hard won progress of recent times. They cannot be allowed to succeed.

The gains made for and by the people of thisisland cannot be surrendered.

So why don’t those who have set themselves as political spokespersons for the so called dissidents come
forward to explain this attack? Why don’t they outline arationale? Why don’t they defend the
legitimacy of this action? In the absence of any other explanation | can only presume it is because there
IS no rationale other than that they could do what they did.

And let there be no ambiguity about this. That is not good enough.
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There is also an onus on the British government and the PSNI to resist any temptation or any demands
for areturn to the bad practices of the past. Thiswould be equally wrong. It would also sideline the
peace process and political |eaders.

That would be foolhardy and play into the hands of those who were responsible for the Antrim attack.

In particular, this means that the transparent and accountability arrangements around the PSNI must be
adhered to and defended.

That’swhat | told British Prime Minister Gordon Brown when we met on Monday morning.

For our part genuine republicans and democrats will work with the PSNI to ensure that those involved in
this attack are apprehended and subjected to due process.

The popular will in Ireland is for peaceful and democratic change. I’ m sure that’ s shared by our
neighboursin Britain and further afield.

So everyone has aresponsibility to defend the peace. There can be no going back. The only way togo is
forward.

Statement from Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams, MP, MLA

Published: 8 March, 2009Commenting on last night’ s attack in county Antrim Mr. Adams said:
“Last nights attack was an attack on the peace process. It was wrong and counter productive. ”

“Those responsible have no support, no strategy to achieve a United Ireland. Their intention isto bring
British soldiers back onto the streets. They want to destroy the progress of recent times and to plunge
Ireland back into conflict.”

“Irish republicans and democrats have a duty to oppose this and to defend the peace process. Sinn Fein
has a strategy to bring about an end to British rule in our country by peaceful and democratic means.”

“There should be an end to actions like the one in Antrim last night. The popular will isfor peaceful and
democratic change.”

“Sinn Fein has aresponsibility to be consistent. The logic of thisis that we support the police in the
apprehension of those involved in last nights attack.”

“The police also have aresponsibility to give leadership and to behave at all timesin atransparent and
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accountable manner. The British Government has a duty to uphold the new political arrangement and the
peace process.”

“| particularly want to appeal to republicans once again for calm, thoughtful and decisive leadership. ”

“The peace process was built against the odds and not |east because of the willingness of republicans to
take risks and to be strategic and long sighted.”

“There are elements within Unionism and within the British system who do not want the peace process
to achieve its objectives. Our responsibility isto defend the peace process and the progress that has been
made to achieving national and democratic rights. ”

“We will not be deflected from our republican and democratic objectives.” Ends

Tags.
Comments
One Responseto “ Gerry Adams commentson the attack in Antrim”
1. tekni on March 12th, 2009 2:29 am
Does anyone know who authorised them and what were British soldiers doing in

Ireland?

Feel freeto leave a comment...
and oh, if you want a pic to show with your comment, go get a gravatar!

Name (required)

Email Address (required)

Website

Speak your mind

http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=628 (7 of 11)13/03/2009 10:19:18


http://en.gravatar.com/

Gerry Adams comments on the attack in Antrim : Sinn Féin

Submit Comment

Help build a United Ireland

Sign up today & play your part.
No part istoo great or too small.

GO

Enter your email addres

Featured Video

http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=628 (8 of 11)13/03/2009 10:19:18



Gerry Adams comments on the attack in Antrim : Sinn Féin

. Recent Posts

o SF wantsto forge anew aliance and offer egalitarian alternative

o Fine Gael Hypocrisy on Third Level Fees

o Sinn Féin delegation meets with An Taoiseach

o Seachtaine Na Gaeilge - Total immersion policy

o Cost of Tanaiste's mishandling of SR Technics— 1,200 job losses unless government
changes tack

. Recent Comments

o tekni on Gerry Adams comments on the attack in Antrim

o Alec on Soaring Unemployment — We need a plan to get Ireland back to work

o Linda Coleman on Gerry Adams Presidential Address Ard Fheis 2009

o Desy Moynes on Conor Murphy addresses Sinn Féin Ard Fhéis on Regional Development
o Jerry O'Keefe on Gerry Adams Presidential Address Ard Fheis 2009

. Please visit our

http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=628 (9 of 11)13/03/2009 10:19:18



http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=711
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=707
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=705
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=702
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=698
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=698
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=628&cpage=1#comment-117
http://www.youtube.com/user/96cambridge
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=498&cpage=1#comment-111
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=183&cpage=1#comment-52
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=278&cpage=1#comment-51
http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=183&cpage=1#comment-44

Gerry Adams comments on the attack in Antrim : Sinn Féin

EU Election site

www,sinnfeineu.com

95

Social Network sites

% ®cbo

flickr

. Links

o 1. An Phoblacht

o 2. EU Election Headquarters

o 3. Online Store

o 4. Sinn Féin News Subscription Service
o 5. Léargas- Gerry Adams Blog

. Please visit our

http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=628 (10 of 11)13/03/2009 10:19:18


http://www.sinnfeineu.com/
http://www.ardfheis.com/?page_id=637
http://www.anphoblacht.com/
http://www.sinnfeineu.com/
http://www.sinnfeinbookshop.com/
http://www.sinnfeinnews.com/
http://leargas.blogspot.com/

Gerry Adams comments on the attack in Antrim : Sinn Féin

other websites

An Phoblacht ] sinn Féin News

sinnfeinnews. com

FREE TRIAL
SUBSCRIPTION

Sinn Féin
Online Store

sinnfeinbookshop.com

anphoblacht.com

[

Copyright © 2008 - All Rights Reserved - Sinn Féin

http://www.ardfheis.com/?p=628 (11 of 11)13/03/2009 10:19:18


http://www.sinnfeinbookshop.com/
http://www.anphoblacht.com/
http://www.sinnfeinnews.com/
http://www.sinnfein.ie/

	ardfheis.com
	Gerry Adams comments on the attack in Antrim : Sinn Féin


	FDEJJFIIKNECHAGBNCIAPDKFAMLCJEEH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: Search this website...

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f7: 628

	f5: Submit Comment
	f6: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: Enter your email address...
	f2: ArdFheis
	f3: eNews Subscribe

	f4: 




