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The families of 
some victims of 
the Omagh 
bombing, in which 
29 people died, 
have announced 
that they will 
boycott a 
ceremony to mark 
the tenth 
anniversary of the 
atrocity. 

The decision 

EDITOR'S CHOICE

●      
Britons 
abroad: 
Speaking in 
tongues

●      
Lost snapshots 
of rock royalty

Skip Links

UK
Query:

Omagh families to boycott anniversary - Home News, UK - The Independent

Navigation

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/omagh-families-to-boycott-anniversary-889271.html (1 of 5)11/08/2008 11:52:21

●     from The Independent & The Independent on Sunday

Home > News > UK > Home News 

●     News

●     Opinion

●     Environment

●     Sport

●     Life & Style

●     Arts & Entertainment

●     Travel

●     Money

●     Extras

●     Student

●     Offers

●     Skip 
to navigation

●     Skip 
to primary content

●     Skip 
to secondary content

●     Skip 
to tertiary content

●     Skip 
to footer

❍     People

❍     Science

❍     Media

❍     Obituaries

❍     Corrections

Headlines

❍     UK

❍     World

❍     Business

❍     In the News

❍     Education

●     The 50 Best 
Delicatessens - 
where to go 
for meats, 
cheeses and 
patisserie 

|

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/bruce-anderson/bruce-anderson-the-west-must-share-the-blame-for-war-in-georgia-890250.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/extras/weather?regionalLocation=UK278
http://www.independent.co.uk/search/index.jsp

http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/omagh-families-to-boycott-anniversary-889271.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/omagh-families-to-boycott-anniversary-889271.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/omagh-families-to-boycott-anniversary-889271.html?action=Email
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/omagh-families-to-boycott-anniversary-889271.html?action=Email
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/omagh-families-to-boycott-anniversary-889271.html&title=Omagh families to boycott anniversary - Home News - Independent.co.uk
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/omagh-families-to-boycott-anniversary-889271.html&title=Omagh families to boycott anniversary - Home News - Independent.co.uk
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/britons-abroad-speaking-in-tongues-890074.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/britons-abroad-speaking-in-tongues-890074.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/britons-abroad-speaking-in-tongues-890074.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/britons-abroad-speaking-in-tongues-890074.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/britons-abroad-speaking-in-tongues-890074.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/art-and-architecture/features/snapshots-of-fame-the-sunshine-bores-the-daylights-out-of-me-890079.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/art-and-architecture/features/snapshots-of-fame-the-sunshine-bores-the-daylights-out-of-me-890079.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/art-and-architecture/features/snapshots-of-fame-the-sunshine-bores-the-daylights-out-of-me-890079.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/
http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/
http://www.independent.co.uk/money/
http://www.independent.co.uk/extras/
http://www.independent.co.uk/student/
http://www.independentoffers.co.uk/index.htm
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/corrections/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/in-the-news/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.independent.co.uk/article888761.ece
http://www.independent.co.uk/article888761.ece
http://www.independent.co.uk/article888761.ece
http://www.independent.co.uk/article888761.ece
http://www.independent.co.uk/article888761.ece


Omagh families to boycott anniversary - Home News, UK - The Independent

  
PA

Kevin Skelton holds a picture of himself and his wife Philomena, 
who died in the Omagh blast 

 enlarge
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What are these?

introduced a note 
of discord to 
attempts to 
provide a dignified 
commemoration of 
the event in 1998, 
which is regarded as one of the worst incidents of the 
Troubles. 

The size of the death toll, and that it took place as the 
Northern Ireland conflict seemed to be subsiding, 
means it has stayed high in the public consciousness 
in Ireland and further afield. 

It has also been kept in the public eye by the Omagh 
Support and Self Help Group, which has been involved 
in high-profile publicity and legal battles, and by the 
production of a feature film. 

Yesterday, the group said it would have no part in the 
commemoration to be held on Friday next week, claiming it had not been consulted by the organisers, the 
local council. The group will hold its own memorial event on Sunday, instead. 

Kevin Skelton, whose wife, Philomena, died in the bombing, said: "There's a whole range of issues I've got 
problems with. The whole wording issue and some of the politicians that are going to be there – I think the 
council have made a real mess of it altogether." 

Local observers say the council has tried to reach a consensus on the design of a garden of remembrance, 
which is to have a glass obelisk, and on the wording of a memorial. It appointed an independent committee 
to advise on the issues, with councillors unanimously accepting its recommendations. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, given the large numbers of people bereaved by the bomb, those affected have not 
been in complete agreement on how to conduct themselves. Some have said little or nothing in public, 
while the Self Help Group has, by contrast, pursued a number of avenues. 

In particular it has, with government support, launched a multimillion-pound civil action claim for damages 
from five Republicans, accusing them of being leading members of the Real IRA. The Self Help Group has 
often been critical of the authorities, saying the Government should launch an independent inquiry into the 
bombing. 

It has also accused the Irish government of making many promises, "but in reality the substance is very 
little". 

Omagh district council's chairman, Martin Mcloughlin, a member of Sinn Fein, said yesterday: "I would love 
to see everyone there on Friday. As a council we have tried to do our best to mark the anniversary. 

"I realise it's a sensitive time and different people will react differently, but I can't legislate for how some 
families are going to react." 

The council's moderate nationalist vice-chair, Josephine Deehan, added: "I very much respect the decision 
of individual family members not to attend. 

"It was always going to be very difficult to get 100 per cent consensus around what the council should or 
shouldn't do. But we consulted widely and we took the best decision that we could." 

Interesting? Click here to explore further
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