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Mick Fealty: Time for the IRA to catch up

Time for the IRA to catch up

Witnesses in the Robert McCartney murder case were too scared to testify. Has 
the peace process in Northern Ireland really filtered down to ground level?
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All three of those accused of the Robert McCartney murder have 
been acquitted. The dead man's sister Catherine noted:

We hadn't got very high expectations. As a layperson 
sitting in that court listening to the evidence we have 
heard, would I have put someone away on that evidence? 
No. I wouldn't have so I can't expect the judge to do so.

Back in 2005, Sinn Féin invited all the sisters and McCartney's 
girlfriend to its annual conference. Gerry Adams, party president 
spoke about the dreadful nature of the crime, but then went on to 
qualify these remarks a few moments later by underwriting the 
extralegal political purposes of the IRA:

We know what a crime is both in the moral and legal 
sense, and our view is the same as the majority of people. 
We know that breaking the law is a crime. But we refuse 
to criminalise those who break the law in pursuit of 
legitimate political objectives.

Unsurprisingly perhaps, and despite a huge number of pious 
messages from both the IRA and Sinn Féin, the only witnesses to 
take the stand were two survivors of the attack, and a woman driver 
(witness C) who was simply passing by. Witnesses A and B refused 
to testify because even the anonymity being offered by the court was 
not enough to make them feel safe enough to do so.

No one – neither current nor former members – from the republican 
movement (including the defendants) took the witness stand. Party 
self interest came before the more general interests of justice.

Robert McCartney's murder was short, brutal and entirely without 
any political cause. Yet, since it had been carried out by an "off duty" 
IRA team, it caused Sinn Féin huge political embarrassment. It also 
pointed to a wider problem within so-called republican communities 
which the party had. At the time, Brendan O'Neill, writing on Spiked, 
observed:

In an attempt to rein the crisis in, Adams seems willing 
even to upset his colleagues in the IRA by taking a hard 
line over criminality and the McCartney murder. But 
where he and the IRA might succeed in resolving the 
McCartney affair and appeasing the grieving McCartney 
family, they can do little to stem the wider moral 
disintegration of republican communities in Northern 
Ireland. The McCartney murder acted as a catalyst for a 
deeper malaise within post-republican republican 
communities.

Three years later – and just over a year since the party finally 
recognised the police – even people firmly lodged within the "green 
zone" of Martin McGuinness's own movement are becoming victims. 
Three men in the last few months have been killed in Belfast and 
Derry, the latest being 23-year-old Emmet Sheils. The grief of his 
father and mother is as palpable as that of the McCartney sisters.
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McGuinness has told the killers that they don't have a mandate for 
what they are doing; that they have come to a fork in the road, and it 
is now time to decide whether they are for a peaceful future, or not. 
But there is no reference to McGuinness's own problematic journey 
from gunman to junior statesman.

In its recent campaign to have powers of oversight on policing and 
justice devolved to Stormont, Sinn Féin has, rather belatedly, been 
lauding the ways of civil policing and the criminal justice system. 
Their partners in government, the Democratic Unionist party, don't 
believe that there is sufficient confidence in their own community, 
but have signalled a willingness to find an interim solution that will 
help build that confidence. If it bears fruit, we are not likely to know 
much before the end of the summer.

From the beginning, the peace process was a behaviourist project. It 
was never as interested in genuine changes of hearts and minds, as it 
was in outward behaviours. Moral consciousness and other forms of 
introspection were of little interest – and possibly of little practical 
use – to a society conditioned to profoundly self-harming behaviour.

Sinn Féin is now determined on stabilising the peace. But it needs to 
find a way of acquiring new habits of mind to go with its new 
political status. And it will need to find ways of serving the general 
will, rather than its own narrow, party-political self interest.

But, as Aristotle noted, it is often difficult for an individual to 
become virtuous if he or she has not acquired the habit of acting 
virtuously. The same may be said for political parties. Sinn Féin, 
reconciled at long last to a peaceful pursuit of its long term goal of a 
united Ireland, has, it seems, still to learn the power of the virtuous 
act.

And that may yet prove the movement's long-term undoing.

●     Printable version

●     Send to a friend

●     Share 

●     Clip

●     Contact us

●      larger | smaller 

Share

Close 
●     Digg 
●     reddit 
●     Google Bookmarks 
●     Yahoo! My Web 
●     del.icio.us 
●     StumbleUpon 
●     Newsvine 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams (3 of 9)21/07/2008 14:34:42

http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/politics/mcguinness-says-dissidents-have-little-or-no-support-1423299.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=994454
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=994454
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=edit&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&t=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?popoff=0&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&h=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up


Time for the IRA to catch up | Comment is free | guardian.co.uk

●     livejournal 
●     Facebook 
●     BlinkList 

Email

Close 

Recipient's email address 

 
Your name 

 
Add a note (optional)  

 

 

Contact us

Close 
●     Report errors or 

inaccuracies: 
userhelp@guardian.co.uk 

●     Letters for publication 
should be sent to: 
letters@guardian.co.uk 

●     If you need help using the 
site: userhelp@guardian.co.
uk 

●     Call the main Guardian and 
Observer switchboard:  
+44 (0)20 7278 2332 

❍     Advertising guide 
❍     License/buy our 

content 

UK news

Northern Ireland 

Politics

Gerry Adams 

Comment is free

Comment

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams (4 of 9)21/07/2008 14:34:42

http://www.livejournal.com/update.bml?subject=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams
http://blinklist.com/index.php?Action=Blink/addblink.php&Url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&Title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
mailto:userhelp@guardian.co.uk
mailto:letters@guardian.co.uk
mailto:userhelp@guardian.co.uk
mailto:userhelp@guardian.co.uk
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/syndication/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/syndication/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/northernireland
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/gerryadams
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree
http://www.guardian.co.uk/tone/comment


Time for the IRA to catch up | Comment is free | guardian.co.uk

Printable version Send to a friend Share Clip Contact us

●     Article history 

About this article

Close 
This article was first published on guardian.co.uk on Wednesday July 02 2008. 
It was last updated at 11:06 on July 02 2008.

Share

Close 

●     Digg 
●     reddit 
●     Google 
Bookmarks 
●     Yahoo! My 

Web 
●     del.icio.us 
●     StumbleUpon 
●     Newsvine 
●     livejournal 
●     Facebook 
●     BlinkList 

Email

Close 

Recipient's email address 

 
Your name 

 
Add a note (optional)  

 

 

Contact us

Close 

●     Report errors or inaccuracies: userhelp@guardian.co.uk 
●     Letters for publication should be sent to: letters@guardian.co.uk 

●     If you need help using the site: userhelp@guardian.co.uk 
●     Call the main Guardian and Observer switchboard:  

+44 (0)20 7278 2332 
❍     Advertising guide 
❍     License/buy our content 

Comments

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams (5 of 9)21/07/2008 14:34:42

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=994454
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=994454
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/history/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/history/335419168
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=edit&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=edit&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&t=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&t=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?popoff=0&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&h=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
http://www.livejournal.com/update.bml?subject=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams
http://blinklist.com/index.php?Action=Blink/addblink.php&Url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fcommentisfree%2F2008%2Fjul%2F02%2Fnorthernireland.gerryadams&Title=Time+for+the+IRA+to+catch+up
mailto:userhelp@guardian.co.uk
mailto:letters@guardian.co.uk
mailto:userhelp@guardian.co.uk
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/syndication/


Time for the IRA to catch up | Comment is free | guardian.co.uk

In order to see comments, please turn JavaScript on in your browser.

Comments

Sorry, commenting is not available at this time. Please try again later.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams (6 of 9)21/07/2008 14:34:42

 

 

Close

Abuse report

You have 5000 characters left

 

 

Loading...............

Closing this window without pressing "Report" will 
result in your words being lost.  

Are you sure?  

 

Thank you  

Please choose a problem:

Comment: (optional)

Logged in as 

Your email address: (optional)

javascript:void(0)


Time for the IRA to catch up | Comment is free | guardian.co.uk

 

comment is free…

Latest posts

●     

 
20min ago 

A missed opportunity at the Knesset 

Jonathan Steele: The slip in Gordon Brown's speech in Israel about Iran's nuclear 'weapons' programme was symptomatic of a 
misjudged message

●     

 
56min ago 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams (7 of 9)21/07/2008 14:34:42

Sorry, something has gone wrong and this 
action cannot be completed. 

Please try again later.

http://ads.guardian.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=94289&AdID=109179&TargetID=26318&Values=30,42,50,60,77,81,91,100,110,150,466,497,800,813,830,850,908,913,926,937,1178,1260,1283,1317,1389,1395,1454,1460,1489,1668,1680,1727,1744,1750,1760,1804,1808,1838,1865,1866,1947,2018,2107,2135,2156,2190,2209,2212,2284,2328,2362,2432,2467,2477,2758,2759,2760,2792,2819,2844,2982,3008,3028,3052,3102,3181,3207,3262,3316,3348,3522,3757,3797,3831,3834,3950,3964,3983,3998,4009,4334,4372,4546,4690,4707,4822&Redirect=http://www.mediaguardian.co.uk/createinchina
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/21/gordonbrown.israelandthepalestinians
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/21/gordonbrown.israelandthepalestinians
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/21/ofcom.channel4


Time for the IRA to catch up | Comment is free | guardian.co.uk

The public has been swindled 

Robert Watson: Ofcom's censure of Channel 4 is flawed: The Great Global Warming Swindle clearly misled viewers about 
climate change

Comment from the paper

●     

David McKie: Pining for the boards 

●     

Gary Younge: People see in Obama what they want to see - that's a blessing and a curse 

●     

Max Hastings: Hopes of close cooperation between Russia and the west are now dead 

Latest news on guardian.co.uk

Last updated less than one minute ago 

●     News

Mugabe and Tsvangirai 'ready to start talking'

●     Sport

China's extraordinary Olympic year

●     Comment is free

People see in Obama what they want to see - that's a blessing and a curse

●     Sponsored features

●     

 
Love the theatre? 

Find the best of London theatre

●     

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams (8 of 9)21/07/2008 14:34:42

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/21/ofcom.channel4
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/21/london
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/21/barackobama.uselections2008
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/21/russia.bp
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/jul/21/zimbabwe
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport/gallery/2008/jul/21/olympicgames2008
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/21/barackobama.uselections2008
http://ads.guardian.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=84051&AdID=105456&TargetID=22716&Values=31,43,51,60,72,81,91,100,110,150,242,497,800,813,830,850,908,913,926,937,1178,1260,1274,1283,1317,1389,1395,1460,1489,1667,1680,1727,1744,1750,1760,1794,1804,1808,1838,1865,1866,1947,2018,2107,2135,2156,2190,2209,2212,2284,2328,2362,2432,2467,2758,2759,2760,2819,2844,2982,3008,3028,3102,3181,3207,3262,3316,3348,3522,3757,3797,3831,3832,3834,3859,3905,3950,3983,4334,4372,4443,4690,4707,4822,4893&Redirect=http://arts.guardian.co.uk/offwestend/0,,2141058,00.html
http://ads.guardian.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=84051&AdID=105456&TargetID=22716&Values=31,43,51,60,72,81,91,100,110,150,242,497,800,813,830,850,908,913,926,937,1178,1260,1274,1283,1317,1389,1395,1460,1489,1667,1680,1727,1744,1750,1760,1794,1804,1808,1838,1865,1866,1947,2018,2107,2135,2156,2190,2209,2212,2284,2328,2362,2432,2467,2758,2759,2760,2819,2844,2982,3008,3028,3102,3181,3207,3262,3316,3348,3522,3757,3797,3831,3832,3834,3859,3905,3950,3983,4334,4372,4443,4690,4707,4822,4893&Redirect=http://arts.guardian.co.uk/offwestend/0,,2141058,00.html


Time for the IRA to catch up | Comment is free | guardian.co.uk

 
Urban home 

Add urban pictures and tips, get weekend ideas and win great prizes

     

●     MSc Human Rights Administrator

london school of economics and political science. central london. £24,947- £28,898 pa. 

●     Senior Exhibition Sales Executive - IT Event

dragonfly. senior exhibition sales executive - it event. £24000 - £28000 per annum + £28,000 + Bonus. 

●     Business Sector Leader (Maternity Cover)

london metropolitan university-1. central london. from £41,895 to £47,439 per annum. 

Browse all jobs 

●     License/buy our content | 
●     Privacy policy | 
●     Terms & conditions | 
●     Advertising guide | 
●     Accessibility | 
●     A-Z index | 
●     Inside guardian.co.uk | 
●     About guardian.co.uk | 
●     Join our dating site today

●     guardian.co.uk © Guardian News and Media Limited 2008

Go to:   

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jul/02/northernireland.gerryadams (9 of 9)21/07/2008 14:34:42

http://ads.guardian.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=86258&AdID=100275&TargetID=20007&Values=31,43,51,60,72,81,91,100,110,150,242,497,800,813,830,850,908,913,926,937,1178,1260,1274,1283,1317,1389,1395,1460,1489,1667,1680,1727,1744,1750,1760,1794,1804,1808,1838,1865,1866,1947,2018,2107,2135,2156,2190,2209,2212,2284,2328,2362,2432,2467,2758,2759,2760,2819,2844,2982,3008,3028,3102,3181,3207,3262,3316,3348,3522,3757,3797,3831,3833,3834,3859,3905,3950,3983,4334,4372,4443,4690,4707,4822,4893&Redirect=http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguide/urbanhome
http://ads.guardian.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=86258&AdID=100275&TargetID=20007&Values=31,43,51,60,72,81,91,100,110,150,242,497,800,813,830,850,908,913,926,937,1178,1260,1274,1283,1317,1389,1395,1460,1489,1667,1680,1727,1744,1750,1760,1794,1804,1808,1838,1865,1866,1947,2018,2107,2135,2156,2190,2209,2212,2284,2328,2362,2432,2467,2758,2759,2760,2819,2844,2982,3008,3028,3102,3181,3207,3262,3316,3348,3522,3757,3797,3831,3833,3834,3859,3905,3950,3983,4334,4372,4443,4690,4707,4822,4893&Redirect=http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguide/urbanhome
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/?gusrc=gu_jobs_box_Comment is free&link=Comment is free_jbx_logo
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/job/649360/msc-human-rights-administrator?RSSSearch=36797864&gusrc=gu_jobs_box_Comment is free&link=Comment is free_jbx_vac
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/job/643320/senior-exhibition-sales-executive-it-event?RSSSearch=36797864&gusrc=gu_jobs_box_Comment is free&link=Comment is free_jbx_vac
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/job/637934/business-sector-leader-maternity-cover?RSSSearch=36797864&gusrc=gu_jobs_box_Comment is free&link=Comment is free_jbx_vac
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/?gusrc=gu_jobs_box_Comment is free&link=Comment is free_jbx_brse
http://www.guardian.co.uk/syndication/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933905,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933909,00.html
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://www.guardian.co.uk/index/subjects/a
http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/inside
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Guardian/information/0,,711853,00.html
http://dating.guardian.co.uk/s/

	www.guardian.co.uk
	Time for the IRA to catch up | Comment is free | guardian.co.uk


	EHODFIDLDLGKHFLOFDHACAFILDLPBCPC: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: [guardian]

	f3: Search
	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form6: 
	f1: [Choose one]
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: 
	f6: 
	f7: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: Search all jobs
	f2: 
	f5: gu_jobs_box_Comment is free
	f6: Comment is free_jbx_go

	f3: Go
	f4: 

	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: [http://www.guardian.co.uk]

	f2: 




