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Throughout the Troubles special branch was derided by 
republicans as a "force within a force", a secret unit 
following its own agenda independent of the rest of the 
police service.

Nuala O'Loan's report of its practices appears to confirm 
some of those suspicions and again raises the question of 
how far up the chain of command responsibility for its 
actions should lie.

Forty serving and former officers declined to cooperate with 
her three- and-a-half year inquiry, including two retired 
assistant chief constables, seven detective chief 
superintendents and two detective superintendents.

"The majority of them failed even to reply" for requests for 
interviews, Ms O'Loan noted. Some did help but "others, 
including serving officers, gave evasive, contradictory, and 
on occasion farcical answers to questions", she said.

"On occasion those answers indicated either a significant 
failure to understand the law or contempt for the law. On 
other occasions the investigation demonstrated 
conclusively that what an officer had told the police 
ombudsman's investigators was completely untrue."
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Assessing who was responsible for the collusion between 
special branch officers and the UVF unit, she said: "It 
would be easy to blame junior officers' conduct in dealing 
with various informants and indeed they are not blameless.

"However, they could not have operated ... without the 
knowledge and support at the highest levels of the RUC 
and PSNI."

Ms O'Loan also criticised the way in which special branch 
records were routinely destroyed in defiance of national 
guidelines on the handling of agents.

Despite a decision by the director of public prosecutions 
that no officers should be charged, human rights groups 
and relatives of victims yesterday called for action against 
past officers, in particular Sir Ronnie Flanagan, a former 
head of special branch who was the RUC's chief constable 
at the time of the McCord killing.

Sir Ronnie, currently Her Majesty's chief inspector of 
police, had cooperated with the inquiry, Ms O'Loan said.

Raymond McCord, whose son was murdered by the UVF, 
called for Sir Ronnie to be removed from his post and 
stripped of his knighthood.

Relatives For Justice, a group representing victims' 
families, said it was considering taking a private 
prosecution against him.

The Home Office, which answers on behalf of the 
inspectorate, said yesterdaythat Sir Ronnie would not 
respond to the report.

Lawyers for other unnamed, former RUC officers put out a 
statement in advance of the report's publication saying they 
"vigorously refute [Ms O'Loan's] allegations as unfounded 
and incapable of substantiation".

The Northern Ireland Retired Police Officers' Association 
told the BBC their members had always acted in the best 
interests of the pursuit of justice and had nothing to be 
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ashamed of.

Sir Hugh Orde, chief constable of the Police Service of 
Northern Ireland, said systems were in place to ensure the 
same problem would never recur, and apologised for 
"anything done or left undone".

 
 
 
Special reports 
Northern Ireland 
Politics in Northern Ireland 
 
Timelines 
26.09.2005: Northern Ireland: 1922-2005 
Northern Ireland: A brief history of the Troubles 
 
Video 
Watch the IRA statement (MP4) 
Watch the IRA statement (Realplayer) 
 
Interactive 
Ireland before partition: a brief history 
The Troubles 1968 - 1995 
Bloody Sunday 
The peace process 
 
Full texts 
28.07.2005: IRA statement on disarmament 
28.07.2005: Tony Blair's response 
The Good Friday agreement 
 
Useful links 
Northern Ireland assembly 
Northern Ireland Office 
Northern Ireland executive 
Parades commission 
Police Service of Northern Ireland 
 
The parties 
Alliance party 
Democratic Unionist party 
Progressive Unionist party 
Sinn Féin 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/Story/0,,1996452,00.html (3 of 4)23/01/2007 13:44:54

http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/0,,446746,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/0,,441059,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/story/0,,1538010,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/northernireland/page/0,,1569841,00.html
http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/news/video/IRA_Statement_28July05.mp4
http://stream.guardian.co.uk:7080/ramgen/sys-video/Politics/video/2005/07/28/ira.rm
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/flash/0,6189,344692,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/flash/0,6189,344683,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/bloodysunday/flash/0,6189,184944,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/flash/0,5860,1077613,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/story/0,,1537995,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/story/0,,1538072,00.html
http://www.pixunlimited.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2001/08/01/westonpark.pdf
http://www.ni-assembly.gov.uk/
http://www.nio.gov.uk/
http://www.nics.gov.uk/
http://www.paradescommission.org/
http://www.psni.police.uk/
http://www.allianceparty.org/
http://www.dup.org.uk/
http://www.pup-ni.org.uk/
http://sinnfein.ie/


Junior officers 'supported at highest levels of RUC and PSNI' | Special reports | Guardian Unlimited

Social Democratic and Labour party 
Ulster Unionist party 
 
Media 
Belfast Telegraph 
Irish Times 
Irish News 
CAIN (Conflict Archive on the Internet) 
 
 
 

Printable version | Send it to a friend | Save story  
 
 
 
 
  
 

Privacy policy  |  Terms & conditions  |  Advertising guide  |  A-Z index  |  About this site
 

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian News and Media Limited 2007 
Read today's paper · Jobs

Search:  

 

 Guardian Unlimited  
Web 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/Story/0,,1996452,00.html (4 of 4)23/01/2007 13:44:54

http://www.indigo.ie/sdlp
http://www.uup.org/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://scripts.ireland.com/tardis.plx?main=newspaper/front /
http://www.irishnews.com/
http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/print/0,,329693428-103588,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sendarticle/0,,329693428-103588,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/savedstories/save/tr/1,,329693428,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933905,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933909,00.html
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/azindex/0,,,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/information/0,,711853,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/guardian/todays_stories/0,,,00.html
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/

	www.guardian.co.uk
	Junior officers 'supported at highest levels of RUC and PSNI' | Special reports | Guardian Unlimited


	KIIJEAMGHEFHNHLMJGEGBPHLGBGIKACM: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [/0,,,00.html?gusrc=gpd]

	f2: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: GU

	f2: 




