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Typical. "You wait years for a victims' commissioner and then four come along at once," was how Alan 
McBride put it. We were all expecting just one and were taken aback by four.
But there's such an ocean of hurt and division out there that a reasonable argument can be made for four.  
 
Having said that, government can't forever keep on growing like Topsy. Between the NIO and our 
devolved administration we have 16 ministers, 18 MPs, 108 MLAs, 3 MEPs and almost 600 local 
councillors. On top of this we have ten public sector boards along with more trusts, commissioners, 
quangos and legal tribunals than Derry City Council staff have 'sickies.' Add to this all the support staff 
(families?) and the civil service.  
 
Is government just a huge gravy train? It's like an unemployment relief scheme. The celebrated 
economist, Lord Keynes thought employing people to dig holes and fill them in again would be better 
than having them idle, but even he didn't come up with the notion of government employing everyone. 
While all this public expenditure will help stave off the worst effects of any recession, in the longer term 
we need more people in wealth creating jobs. 
 
Still, we do need to grapple with the so-called legacy issues. Just because they're difficult doesn't mean 
we don't have to try and I wish the four new commissioners well.  
 
Meanwhile dissident republicans want more victims. The papers reported appeals for the Real IRA and 
the Continuity IRA to unite. The Sunday Times quoted Gary Donnelly as saying; "There is strength in 
unity. I would love to see republicanism united. It would be more logical to have one group which 
would be more effective than two."  
 
"I personally support armed opposition to British rule in Northern Ireland. It's legitimate," he said. 
 
We've always had people convinced about, "armed opposition to British rule." Wolfe Tone was a 
dedicated and ruthless revolutionary in his day. He too believed in "the armed struggle." He also had a 
vision of uniting "Catholic, Protestant and Dissenter under the common name of Irishman." As a 
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"Dissenter" (or Presbyterian in today's terms) I'm happy to share his vision but not his enthusiasm for 
violence. The debate about whether or not force was necessary in the past to break Ireland's connection 
with England will probably go on forever. What is clear is that more force or even firebombs can't help 
our situation now. 
 
We're in an entirely new political dispensation. We haven't had anything remotely like it since partition. 
Un
ionists no longer enjoy dominance and we have much wider acceptance of the idea of democratic 
consent.  
 
Our biggest problem is that we still have such entrenched divisions and desperately need a sustained 
period of peace to allow healing to begin. With generous attitudes and a climate of mutual respect, 
closed minds will eventually begin to open. Ireland can be re-united and Tone's 18th century vision 
achieved. Force just can't do it. It can only build the walls ever higher.  
 
The peace process has already achieved much and points the way to further progress. When we get 
devolution of policing and justice powers, hopefully later this year, the PSNI can no longer be 
reasonably seen by anyone as instruments of British rule in Ireland. Let's allow the process to continue 
and old enmities to subside. 
 
It's ok to have four commissioners for victims; we just don't want any more victims.
 
The full article contains 581 words and appears in n/a newspaper.
Last Updated: 05 February 2008 10:25 AM
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