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Saturday, April 26, 2008 

By Chris Thornton

Pat Finucane's family were not told that preparations for an inquiry into the solicitor's murder had 
been suspended because it was considered an " internal administrative issue", officials dealing 
with the inquiry have claimed. 

Mr Finucane's widow Geraldine revealed yesterday that former Secretary of State Peter Hain ordered a halt 
to the inquiry preparations 18 months ago without telling her. She only learned of the move from an official 
letter to her solicitor two weeks ago. 

Preparatory work was stopped because of a stand-off between the family and the NIO over the legislation 
under which the inquiry would be run into the murder of the solicitor — branded an act of collusion by 
former Metropolitan Police Commissioner Lord Stevens. 

Mr Finucane was shot dead in front of his family by the UDA. But in the years since it has been established 
that the gunman, the man who supplied the weapon and at least one other loyalist involved in the plot were 
security force informers. 

A retired Canadian Supreme Court Justice recommended an inquiry into the murder in 2003. The 
Government sat on his report for six months, publishing it in 2004 and agreeing to an inquiry at that stage. 
But the new Inquiries Act was rushed through Parliament in 2005 to increase the powers available to 
ministers to withhold parts of the findings. 

After meeting the family in late 2006, Mr Hain ordered a halt to preparation. 

"In the autumn of 2006, the then Secretary of State took the decision that, in light of the Finucane family's 
continued opposition, it was no longer justifiable to continue to devote public money to preparations for an 
inquiry which the family would refuse to accept under the terms of the Inquiries Act," an official wrote to Mrs 
Finucane's solicitor, Peter Madden two weeks ago. 

Mrs Finucane was furious at the decision. 

"I have long doubted whether the British Government had any real intention of ever establishing a 
genuinely independent public inquiry into Pat's murder," she said before meeting Taoiseach Bertie Ahern 
yesterday. 

Both sides have indicated they are prepared to discuss the situation, but Michael Finucane, the murdered 
solicitor's eldest son, said yesterday that the Government has turned down several requests for further 
meetings. 

"We do see a point and would like to discuss it," he said. 

"In fact, we've asked for that opportunity twice now, with the Prime Minister and between our lawyers and 
theirs. Our suggestion about a lawyer/lawyer meeting was rejected." 

 

More articles in Local & National

●     Several family members employed by DUP Robinsons

●     Abandoned: the boy no school can cope with

●     Water company press request slammed

●     Paisley: Ulster ready to be a 'world-beater'

Don't Miss . . .

In Pictures:  
FHM's sexiest women

Our Nadine is 
hotter than Kylie, 
Kate and Klass

Channel surfing
BBC iPlayer is 
just the start of 
an internet TV 
revolution

Eye mod
Bionic eye 
implant allows 
blind people to 
see again

Breakfast 
for a boy

Women who eat 
breakfast more 
likely to have 
sons

Shock tactics
Cinema ad 
shows reality of 
'water boarding' 

Smacznego! 
Belfast's first 
Polish restaurant 
opens doors

Local hero: 
James Nesbitt 

'I disappeared 
fully up my own 
backside for a 
while'

Dickie Best
Your tributes to 
footballer 
George's father

In Pictures & Video:  
2008 Business Awards

Belfast 
Telegraph's 
glittering gala 
ceremony

In Pictures:  

Loadzajobs | Propertynews | Sunday Life | Community Telegraph 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3640077.ece (1 of 4)25/04/2008 16:13:55

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=728x90;pos=Banner1;ord=12091359?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.nicarfinder.co.uk/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/adsforfree/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/technology/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/breaking-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/calendar-2008/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/shopping-directory/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.here2learn.com/
http://belfasttelegraph.parship.co.uk/
http://www.getminted.com/
http://www.foxybingo.com/
http://www.independentshopping.ie/default.asp?refr=BT&Curr=4
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/hi-life/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/rss/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/media-kit/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3640077.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3640077.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3640077.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3640077.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article3640061.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3640068.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3645297.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3645283.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3645469.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3645469.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/technology/article3634660.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/article3631134.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/article3634698.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/article3634698.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3631166.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/food-and-drink/article3627951.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/article3623789.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/article3623789.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3617706.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3601074.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3601074.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3600865.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/


Finucanes not told of probe delay due 'admin issue' - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

❍     Community Telegraph ●     Narnia sequel expected to be a summer smash Undie-cover Agent
Agent 
Provocateur's 
revealing lingerie 
launch

 

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3640077.ece (2 of 4)25/04/2008 16:13:55

http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/news/article3640042.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3600865.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=12091359?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=12091359?


Finucanes not told of probe delay due 'admin issue' - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

 
 

World in Pictures 

2008 
January 
February 
March 
 
2007 
Jan & Feb 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

Video

Video: Titanic town
Ship's Belfast 
beginnings 
celebrated in 
exhibition

BT Woman of the Year
Applauding 
Ulster's most 
exceptional 
women

Omagh blaze tragedy
Special report on 
Northern 
Ireland's worst 
house fire

Belfast Telegraph 
Property Awards  

Celebrating 
excellence at the 
inaugural awards 
gala 

Best view in town
Special 
multimedia 
report on Belfast 
Wheel

In Pictures . . .

News 
Paisley quits 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3640077.ece (3 of 4)25/04/2008 16:13:55

http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=12091359?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3304786.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3400287.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3485308.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2859697.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2312113.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2413756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2540268.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2612497.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2925016.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3249872.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3019225.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3224258.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3549506.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/btwoman/article3205134.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/omagh_fire/gallery-index.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/multimedia/belfast-wheel.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3490774.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20


Finucanes not told of probe delay due 'admin issue' - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Victoria Square  
Building collapse  
Ulster Fry event  
The Twelfth 
Bull Run  
Award-winners 
Flooded Ulster  
Sunny Northern Ireland  
Devolution Day  
Assembly Elections  
Maze tumbles 
Blair quits 
Last watchtower  
Carrick-a-rede 
 
Events 
St Patrick's Day  
Derry Xmas  
Boss is back 
Xmas: what a turn on  
Property Awards  
50 Cent  
Enrique Iglesias  
Halloween 
Fantasy Fest  
Rolling Stones  
Oxegen 07  
Beach Party 07  
Balmoral Show 
Razorlight 
St Patrick's Day 
Mardis Gras 
Justin Timberlake 
Brit Awards 07  
 
Sport  
N Ireland v Georgia  
Spain 1 Norn Iron 0 
Win over Denmark  
Windsor win  
Golf: Rory McIlroy  
British Open  
Copa America Final  
N Ireland v Sweden 
Six Nations 
World in Sport  
 

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Group Websites

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3640077.ece (4 of 4)25/04/2008 16:13:55

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3493079.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3503310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3527029.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3244980.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article3258290.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3180103.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3133210.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article3136010.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3555367.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3182248.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3174876.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/group-websites/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Finucanes not told of probe delay due 'admin issue' - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	NLJIBMPLGLDFEEBFKCIIENOPHCAKODEE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




