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Thursday, October 18, 2007 

By Chris Thornton 

Omagh relatives have been given the brush-off by the Government in a hunt for answers about 
possible intelligence failures before the Real IRA massacre. 

A Home Office Minister has told the Omagh Support and Self Help Group that the work of MI5 is "not 
relevant" to them. 
 
The letter, from Minister of State Tony McNulty, is the latest in a series of refusals to engage with the 
relatives about their intelligence concerns. 
 
Michael Gallagher, chairman of the Omagh group, said he believes the Government is trying to fudge the 
issue and keep MI5 "at arm's length" . 
 
The Omagh families have sought answers from MI5 and the Home Secretary ever since the PSNI revealed 
that the Security Service was warned about a possible dissident attack on Omagh four months before the 
bombing that killed 29 adults and children, and two unborn babies. 
 
MI5 acted on the warning - passed on by FBI informer David Rupert - and may have prevented an attack. 
But they did not tell the RUC that Omagh was a target, raising concerns about whether police could have 
responded differently to the attack. 
 
Mr Gallagher, whose son Aidan died in the 1998 bombing, said the families are concerned about MI5's 
accountability - especially since the Security Service took over responsibility for national security in 
Northern Ireland last week. 
 
"We are the first to recognise that there are areas that cannot and should not be talked about," Mr 
Gallagher said. 
 
"But there has to be some degree of accountability. All we are asking for is a meeting with MI5, so that we 
can make our own minds up about any deficiencies in the intelligence services with regard to Omagh. 
 
"I have to stress we haven't made our mind up - that's why the director of MI5 should meet the families, to 
discuss these matters. 
 
"We understand why they have to be secret, but because they are taking over a wider role in Northern 
Ireland we feel there should be some degree of accountability." 
 
He rejected Mr McNulty's suggestion that MI5's work is "not relevant" to the Omagh families. 
 
Mr Gallagher said: "We're not experts, but we've experienced terrorism. To me, it's saying we're not 
important, and that's demeaning of the people who've stood up to terrorism and been counted. " 
 
Last year, then director of MI5, Dame Eliza Manningham-Buller, refused to meet the families, and their 
requests for a meeting with previous Home Secretary John Reid also failed. The Home Office is directly 
responsible for the Security Service. 
 
When Jacqui Smith became the new Home Secretary this summer, the families tried again for a meeting. 
 
Mr McNulty responded this week, two months later. He offered to meet the families, but says he "will not be 
able to add substantially" to his comments in the letter. 
 
Mr Gallagher said the Omagh families will "meet and discuss the offer Mr McNulty has kindly made to us, 
but we tend to think it would be a fudge". 
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In his letter, Mr McNulty said he appreciates the work undertaken by the Omagh Support and Self Help 
Group. 

 

More articles in Local & National

●     The Duke's new band, a 30-strong orchestra 

●     Ian has designs on an 'Oscar'

●     4,000 illegal DVDs seized in sex shops

●     Twin ploughmen battle it out to be Ulster champion

●     Brave fishermen honoured 

 

 

 
 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3072132.ece (2 of 5)22/10/2007 11:08:20

http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.irelandssaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article3084730.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3084726.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3084724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3084716.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3079467.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=11930477?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=11930477?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=11930477?


Families of Omagh dead given brush off by Home Office chief - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Blogs

Sleeping Around: 
Catherine Townsend 

Two hot 
prospects, and 
only one day off 

He's out there: 
Cooper Brown 

Supercoop 
manages to track 
down a 'car 
vandal' 

Video

Carl Verheyen 
Interview with 
one of the 
world's best 
guitarists

Final moments 
of Uboat diver  

The last dive of 
Dublin man 
Michael 
Hanrahan

Kate Walsh  
Interview with 
singer who 
reached No 1 on 
iTunes 

Open House Festival
Bluegrass 
musicians come 
to Belfast 

Big Man's big fry 
First Minister's 
vision is outlined 
over breakfast 

FashionWeek
Gary Grattan 
reports from the 
launch of the 
show 

Snow Patrol
Ulster rockers 
play to home 
crowd in Bangor 

Ulster's boy wonder 
Watch our 
interview with 
golf sensation 
Rory McIlroy 

Twelfth parades 
Watch the video 
of this year's 
parade in Belfast 

Paisley interview 
Exclusive: First 
Minister Ian 
Paisley talks to 
Ed Curran 

Portrush Beach Party 
Basement Jaxx 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3072132.ece (3 of 5)22/10/2007 11:08:20

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article3002973.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article3002973.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article3002979.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article3002979.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3053988.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3027672.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3008057.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2996796.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2939490.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2922402.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2800106.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2763722.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2628998.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2728127.ece


Families of Omagh dead given brush off by Home Office chief - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

whip up a 
sandstorm in 
Portrush 

In Pictures . . .

News 
Ulster Fry event  
The Twelfth 
Bull Run  
Award-winners 
Flooded Ulster  
Sunny Northern Ireland  
Devolution Day  
Assembly Elections  
Maze tumbles 
Blair quits 
Last watchtower  
Carrick-a-rede 
 
Events 
Rolling Stones  
Oxegen 07  
Beach Party 07  
Balmoral Show 
Razorlight 
St Patrick's Day 
Mardis Gras 
Justin Timberlake 
Brit Awards 07  
 
Sport 
Windsor win  
Golf: Rory McIlroy  
British Open  
Copa America Final  
N Ireland v Sweden 
Six Nations 
World in Sport  
 

Eye on the World

911: Living amid 
the dust and debris 

Six years on, a 
health crisis 
threatens New 
York 

Conquering sectarianism
Can Ulster be 
the blueprint for 
Iraq's future? 

Forgotten  
holocaust

The haunting 
truth of the 20th 
century's first 
genocide 

Robert Fisk
Even I question 
the 'truth' about 
September 11 

Our boys 
deserve better 

Families demand 
a dedicated 
military hospital 

The surge 
Patrick Cockburn 
on the bloody 
failure 

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3072132.ece (4 of 5)22/10/2007 11:08:20

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2950807.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2950807.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2931745.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2901436.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2901436.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2898964.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2898867.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2898867.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2841478.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece


Families of Omagh dead given brush off by Home Office chief - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3072132.ece (5 of 5)22/10/2007 11:08:20


	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Families of Omagh dead given brush off by Home Office chief - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	GFJFKMCMMPHIOHGIJGGFKPCIDPLMOHNB: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




