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Eames: State allowed 
innocent people to die
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By Brian Rowan

Innocent people were allowed to die because elements of the State acted outside the law, Lord 
Eames said today. 

In a keynote speech delivered at Belfast's Titanic Quarter this morning, the retired Church of Ireland 
primate and his co-chair in the Consultative Group on the the Past, Denis Bradley, issued a hard message 
to republicans, loyalists and the State. 

Mr Bradley spoke out on the wider issues of unsolved killings, warning that as "each day passes securing 
justice becomes less and less likely" . In some quarters those comments will be interpreted as a signal that 
the book is to be closed. 

Speaking before an invited audience including the Chief Constable Sir Hugh Orde, politicians and the 
victims commissioners, Lord Eames and Mr Bradley challenged the IRA to prove it will never take up arms 
again and loyalist paramilitaries to decommission. However, Lord Eames also had a damning assessment 
of the role of the State during the Troubles. 

"Elements of the State, on some occasions, acted outside the law and through handling of intelligence it 
could even be said innocent people were allowed to die. We cannot ignore that ... In fact the State 
sometimes acted illegally," he said. 

"If we are to move out of the past in a healthy way then the State itself needs to acknowledge its full and 
complex role in the last 40 years ... Having to confront the State about acknowledging its wrong doing must 
not take away from the majority of men and women in the RUC and UDR/RIR who did their duty and 
suffered appallingly and unjustly as a result." 

This speech, some months before the Consultative Group delivers its final report and recommendations, 
had many messages and challenges: 

●     the IRA was told: "Apologising to non combatants just isn't good enough ... Republicans need to convince their 
neighbours that they will not take up arms again to advance their political cause. They have to say — it must 
never happen again"; 

●     UVF and UDA leaders were warned: "In 1994 the loyalist paramilitaries announced their ceasefires and 
offered their innocent victims abject and true remorse. During our consultation we heard from those victims — 
but loyalists need to follow this through and match those words with action, including on decommissioning ... 
We also want to hear from them — that it must never happen again"; 

●     and there was a message for victims: "Victims and survivors have many health and welfare issues — we are 
not convinced all these are being met" 

But the Consultative Group also has concerns that the victims issue is being used by some to "score 
political points". 

"Sometimes it seems as if the conflict is now being fought through victims and survivors," Lord Eames said. 

Denis Bradley's comments on justice were clearly designed to be heard by a much wider audience. 

Don't Miss . . .

In Pictures:  
Boyz are back

Reformed 
Boyzone thrills 
the crowd at 
Odyssey 

In Pictures:  
Wacky races 
at Stormont

Downhill all the 
way for the kart 
racing daredevils 

Beckham's wonder goal
David's amazing 
strike from 70 
yards for LA 
Galaxy

Paying the penalty
The most 
notorious spot 
kick misses in 
football history

In Pictures:  
Champions 
of Scotland

Celtic score SPL 
hat-trick with win 
over Dundee 

In Pictures:  
Kings of Europe

Fergie and Man 
U team arrive 
home with trophy 

In Pictures:  
Fan-tastic final

Ulster footy fans 
in party mood as 
they watch game 

In Pictures:  
Robert Dunlop

The tragic loss of 
a motorcycling 
legend  

In Pictures:  
Big screen riot

Rangers fans 
clash with police 

Loadzajobs | Propertynews | Sunday Life | Community Telegraph 

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3748267.ece (1 of 4)29/05/2008 20:26:14

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=728x90;pos=Banner1;ord=12120881?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.nicarfinder.co.uk/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/adsforfree/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/technology/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/breaking-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/calendar-2008/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/shopping-directory/
http://competition.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.here2learn.com/
http://belfasttelegraph.parship.co.uk/
http://www.getminted.com/
http://www.foxybingo.com/
http://www.independentshopping.ie/default.asp?refr=BT&Curr=4
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/hi-life/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/rss/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/thefacts
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3748267.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3748267.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3748267.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3748267.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/article3748311.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3748118.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3739002.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3739002.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3738970.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3738970.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3738970.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3741778.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/european/article3730716.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3730703.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3730703.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3730703.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3723750.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3723750.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3728284.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3728284.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3706399.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3706399.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3703658.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3703658.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/



Eames: State allowed innocent people to die - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

❍     Sunday Life

❍     Community Telegraph

❍     Ireland's Saturday Night

"Many people have put their faith in the criminal justice system delivering for them," he said. 

"Even while knowing people would only serve a maximum of two years under the early release scheme, it 
was important for them that justice was seen to be done. 

"We sympathise with this desire for justice," Mr Bradley added. 

"However it is difficult for us not to listen to those experts who are telling us that the reality is that as each 
day passes securing justice becomes less and less likely." 
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