
 

New evidence found in 1977 murder of village 
sergeant 
Wednesday, 25 February 2009  

New evidence has been uncovered by a team 
reinvestigating the murder of a policeman shot 
dead in a small County Antrim village more than 
30 years ago, it was revealed yesterday.  

The Police Ombudsman has called on people in 
Cushendall with any information on the murder 
of RUC officer Joe Campbell to come forward.  

The father-of-eight was shot dead at around 
10.30pm as he locked the gates of the local RUC 
station on this date 32 years ago.  

After his office received a number of complaints 
alleging police misconduct in issues relating to 
the murder, the Police Ombudsman’s Office 
began investigating the murder.  

Although the office will not disclose the nature of 
the new evidence discovered in the course of its 
investigation, today they are making an appeal 
to people in the town for information.  

A spokesman said he accepted some memories 
will undoubtedly have faded in the 32 years 
since Sergeant Campbell’s murder, but said: 
“Cushendall is, and was, a small and close-knit 
community. It is my hope that this appeal will prompt a 
memory, any memory, of anything unusual in the area on the 
evening of 25 February 1977.”  

It is understood there was a bingo session and a theatrical event 
being held in the village on the night Sgt Campbell died.  

“Sergeant Campbell walked the short distance from his house to 
the Police Station. The person who shot him must have had to 
lie in wait. Did anyone see someone acting suspiciously in the 
village at around 10pm?  

“Sergeant Campbell (49) was well regarded by all who knew him 
and rarely had to wear his service weapon it has been claimed, 
but his behaviour changed in the days leading up to the 
shooting.  

“We want to know if he confided in anyone about what may have 
been on his mind, and in particular if he thought his life was at 
risk.  

“Sergeant Campbell locked up the police station, even though he was off-duty. Did he mention 
that he was planning to meet anyone at the station?”  

No-one has ever been convicted of the murder A spokesman for the Ombudsman yesterday 
said of  

ongoing speculation about police involvement in the murder: “It is in the interests of both the 
Campbell family and policing in Northern Ireland that we do all we can to discover the truth 
about whether or not there were any police issues related to the murder.”  

Anyone with any information should speak to Police Ombudsman investigators who will be at 
The Old School House in Mill Street, Cushendall between 9am — 9pm until Friday, or phone the 
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Police Ombudsman’s Office 0800 032 7880.  

Also in this section 
Abduction bid on boy - PSNI took 2 hours to respond  

P1 pupils in attacks on teachers  

Girl (8) killed in farm accident  

Immoral behaviour leaves a bad taste in mouth  

Scientist tackles three marathons  

Limit: 500 characters, left: 1000 

View all comments that have been posted about this article 

Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address 
logged and may be used to prevent further submissions. In submitting a 
comment to the site, you agree to be bound by BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's 
Terms of Use.  
 
Posts submitted in UPPERCASE letters will be rejected.  

* Name (only this field displayed) 

  

* Email 

  

* Town/City 

  

* Country/State 

  

* Required field 

 Remember Me 
 

  Post

Post a comment 

In Pictures: All Our Yesterdays 

Park life. Victoria Park boat lake  

In Pictures: Fashion & Showbiz 

London Fashion Week  

1. In Pictures: Rio Carnival  

2. In Pictures: Funny football chants  

3. IRA were some of the nicest people that I 
ever met, says actor  

4. In Pictures: Real Madrid 0 Liverpool 1  

5. The Ten Best Car Gadgets  

6. 'Radioactive' paedophile on the run  

7. £500m Belfast rebirth is unveiled  

8. Midwife who cleared baby's airways sued by 
film dad  

9. Belfast gridlock as bomb scare seals roads  

10. Woman tried to strangle internet lover  

In Pictures: Northern Ireland 

 

House Of Vic-Ryn 
Upholstery, Occasional 
Furniture, Dining Room, 
Bedroom, Pictures, 
Mirrors, Lighting, 
Contemporary 
Furniture - Retail  

Martin Phillips Carpets 
Carpets, Wooden Floors 
And Laminate 
Carpets & Rugs - Retail 
& Repair  

Xtreme Paintworx 
We specialise in all forms 
of automotive and 
custom / specialist 
painting and re-spraying. 
Car Body Repairs  

K W M Wines & Spirits 
Award Winning Specialists 
Since 1984 Shipping 
Vintage Wines & Spirits 
Worldwide 
Off Licences & Wine 
Merchants  

nibc ltd. 
Northern Ireland Business 
Communications Corporate 
Mobile Solutions, Fleet 
Management Solutions 
Mobile Phones & 
Accessories  

Results by 

Most popular 

Page 2 of 3New evidence found in 1977 murder of village sergeant - Local & National, News - Belfa...

27/02/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/new-evidence-found-in-1977-mur...



 

Nightlife 

Had a big night out? Click here to send us your pics 

 

Bikedock 
Bikedock is a bike shop 
and cycling specialist 
based in the UK, extensive 
range of ... 
Cycle Shops & Repairs  

DANNY OTTERSON 
MUSIC 
Guitars & Amplifiers, 
Keyboards Microphones, 
Violins, Bodhrans Mail 
Order, Folk Instruments 
Musical Instrument & 
Sheet Music Shops  

Woodford Medical 
Services 
Microdermabrasion, Agera 
Medical Skin Care, Thread 
Veins & Mole Removal, 
Facial Line Softening.. ... 
Beauty Salons  

Bracken Blinds 
Specialist suppliers of 
Curtains and Blinds to all 
commercial premieses, 
deigned and fitted 
Architects  

US SPAS DIRECT 
Leading Supplier Of Luxury 
Hot Tubs Gazebo's Sauna's 
& Swim Spa's In N. Ireland 
Hot Tubs & Spas  

Results by 

      Search

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter  

Page 3 of 3New evidence found in 1977 murder of village sergeant - Local & National, News - Belfa...

27/02/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/new-evidence-found-in-1977-mur...


