
 

FBI’s mole in Real IRA ‘was dishonest as the day 
is long’  
Tuesday, 24 March 2009  

An FBI spy who infiltrated the Real IRA was involved in picking 
up runaway teenage girls to sleep with and “keep like puppy 
dogs”, the Omagh bomb civil action has heard.  

Lawyers for jailed terror chief Michael McKevitt likened David 
Rupert to an iceberg, with nearly all of his treachery unexposed 
beneath the surface.  

Rupert was a con-man prepared to do anything short of murder, 
and anyone who tangled with him came off badly, it was 
claimed.  

Michael O’Higgins SC delivered a withering critique of the 
American trucking boss-turned-undercover agent during his 
closing submissions at the multi-million pound compensation 
trial in Belfast.  

McKevitt, who is serving a 20-year-sentence for directing terrorism, Liam Campbell, Seamus 
McKenna, Colm Murphy and Seamus Daly are being sued by relatives of some of the 29 people 
killed in the August 1998 Real IRA attack on Omagh. All five men deny liability.  

Mr O’Higgins also accused Rupert’s intelligence service handlers of directing Rupert to perjure 
himself when he appeared as a star prosecution witness at McKevitt’s criminal trial in Dublin in 
2003.  

“That is a serious and shocking allegation I have made against a government agency,” the 
barrister acknowledged.  

“It would not just be irresponsible but an abuse of Counsel’s position if there was not some 
material to support it.”  

He pointed to alleged attempts by a senior MI5 operative to get a Garda Chief Superintendent 
to tell lies to back his argument.  

Mr O’Higgins questioned what impact the alleged perjury plot would have on Rupert, who he 
described as being “as dishonest as the day is long”.  

He added: “I’m thinking more days in northern Norway in June than December 21 in 
somewhere like here.”  

During a detailed exploration of Rupert’s character, the court was told how he “recalibrated” 
after being raised in a household with a strong Protestant ethic.  

Describing Rupert’s outlook on business dealings, Mr O’Higgins said: “Short of murder you 
could take them to the cleaners for as much and as often as you liked and you could sleep well 
in your bed.”  

He went through decades of |incidents, including an alleged money laundering scam involving a 
Mafia lieutenant from New York, and times when Rupert was |declared bankrupt.  

After one of these occasions he went to live in Florida for a year, driving a Porsche car which he 
claimed was being “held together by dirt”, the court heard.  

Casting doubt on the spy’s |account, Mr O’Higgins suggested another possible scenario was 
that he was living it up on money he spirited away from creditors.  

He then set out an incident |about which Rupert was questioned when underage girls were 
allegedly taken across state lines.  

The barrister said the businessman at first claimed he was just picking up hitch-hikers, before 
blaming his fellow driver for sleeping with a girl aged 15 and wanting to take her home after 
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the trip to “treat like a puppy dog”.  

But Mr O’Higgins continued: “There were in fact two people in the truck.  

“That is a reprehensible thing to have done. For truckers to be carrying 15-year-old girls to 
sleep with and to keep like puppy dogs, from one side of the United States to another, is in my 
submission reprehensible to the highest |degree.”  

In his submissions he claimed Rupert “spent every waking hour of every day with his eye on 
the main chance” of taking money from people. He described the series of incidents listed to 
the court as being the tip of the iceberg.  

The hearing continues today.  

Also in this section 
Belfast Telegraph compact revolution: a message from the Editor  

Daft, Smeille, Cocks - UK names facing extinction  

Decision time for IFA  

Blanchflower Stadium: plan for aiprort train station  

Complex will be major boost for homeowners  

VIOLENCE RETURNS 

BOOK OF CONDOLENCE: Victims of terror  

Two guns found near murder scene  

Plans for military parade in Belfast halted  

PSNI quiz nine over dissident murders  

Hundreds attend vigils to show support for families  

Only 300 dissidents but they are a danger: Orde  

Rioters pelt police after murder suspect arrests  

Republicans and unionists side by side at funeral  

Police hunt for bomb in bid to stop Real IRA attack  

Bodies of murdered soldiers flown home  

Loyalist praises McGuinness but warns of ‘Real UDA’  

Thousands attend peace vigils  

PSNI widow: They’ve taken my life  

Patrick Azimkar: A fun-loving friend to all  

Mark Quinsey : A charismatic young soldier  

You know you're from Belfast when . . 

-isms: 'Yous should click here - it's class like' 

Northern Ireland Troubles Gallery 

Holy Cross Primary School protests 

In Pictures: Northern Ireland 

 

Urban Planting By Reids 
Interior Landscapers, 
Design, Install & Maintain 
Interior Landscapers  

CLARKE CONTRACTS 
Remmers Floors, 
Plastering & Dry Lining, 
Insulation Systems 
Flooring Services  

K W M Wines & Spirits 
Award Winning Specialists 
Since 1984 Shipping 
Vintage Wines & Spirits 
Worldwide 
Off Licences & Wine 
Merchants  

Federal Electronic 
Security 
Security Services And 
Systems To Suit All Your 
Commercial Needs. 
CCTV Installers  

GLAMOUR 
Specialising In Ladies 
Shoes, Handbags, Hats & 
Accessories 
Shoe Shops  

Results by 

Page 2 of 5FBI’s mole in Real IRA ‘was dishonest as the day is long’ - Local & National, News - Be...

25/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/fbirsquos-mole-in-real-ira-lsquow...



Nightlife 

Had a big night out? Click here to send us your pics 

In Pictures: Fashion & Showbiz 

Tesco unveils new lingerie range  

In Pictures: All Our Yesterdays 

1. The 50 Best Computers and Gadgets  

2. In Pictures: You know you're from Belfast 
when . .  

3. Google Maps Street View ‘may be a security 
threat’  

4. In Pictures: Funny football chants  

5. Plans for £128m city stadium unveiled  

6. Teen in court on officer Carroll murder 
charge  

7. Stars out for Boat That Rocked premiere  

8. Jade Goody and Natasha Richardson - dying 
in the spotlight  

9. Dad's shock over NHS rubber penis  

10. Stormont’s grand idea: Victory party for 
Ireland's rugby heroes  

Most popular 

Page 3 of 5FBI’s mole in Real IRA ‘was dishonest as the day is long’ - Local & National, News - Be...

25/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/fbirsquos-mole-in-real-ira-lsquow...



 

Valu Van Hire 
Van Hire Short & Long 
Term Hire 
Van & Truck Hire  

ABC Locks NI 
24 Hour Emergency Local 
Locksmith, Reliable & 
Profesional Service 
Locksmiths  

Dial-A-Bus 
Corporate luxury coach 
hire company, chauffeur 
driven limousines, 
extensive luxury fleet 
Coach Hire  

Bracken Blinds 
Specialist suppliers of 
Curtains and Blinds to all 
commercial premieses, 
deigned and fitted 
Architects  

Brodericks Grass 
Machinery (N.I) 
Sales, Service, Parts. 
Ramsoms Jacobsen 
Machinery - Ego Golf Cars 
- Kawasaki Power 
Products ... 
Lawnmowers & Garden 
Equipment  

Results by 

      Search

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter  

Page 4 of 5FBI’s mole in Real IRA ‘was dishonest as the day is long’ - Local & National, News - Be...

25/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/fbirsquos-mole-in-real-ira-lsquow...



 

Page 5 of 5FBI’s mole in Real IRA ‘was dishonest as the day is long’ - Local & National, News - Be...

25/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/fbirsquos-mole-in-real-ira-lsquow...


