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For John Allen any proposal that (22 Print =] Email Related Articles
might help him find closure over the
murder of his son, who was shot dead Search

by the UVF five years ago, would be :I e

welcome.
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. . Bookmark & Share
Mr Allen said the recommendations by

the consultative group on the past
might help him achieve that longed
for closure, but added that he is
concerned that terrorists who are
granted immunity to provide Facebook
information on historical murders may

use this for their own gain and not out
of a genuine desire to help victims’
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families.

) 3 What are these?
His son, also named John, was shot in

the head and legs by the UVF at his brother’s flat at Rashee Park, Ballyclare, in November 2003. He was
taken to Antrim Area Hospital but died a few hours later.

The 31 year-old’s family believe he was murdered because he stood up to UVF thugs and because he was
friends with a man on a witness protection scheme in a court case involving UVF members.

Although 10 people were quizzed about Mr Allen’s killing, no has ever been charged.

“l am not really sure how | feel about these recommendations at the minute. The proposal to give terrorists
immunity in exchange for private information — is that not just another form of informers? Does it mean
they can carry out an act of terrorism, admit it and then walk away free?

“I would have concerns as well about what they will get in return for this information. If they come forward
and give information then there must be something in it for them?”

Mr Allen added that no matter what action is taken by the authorities to try and address the past, nothing
will bring his son back.

“John is never coming back. If the perpetrators had been charged and brought before the courts | could
maybe have moved on. But when those responsible are still walking about free in Ballyclare it is difficult.

“I would like to move on, so if someone admitted what they had done then that would help me,” he said.

Mr Allen added however: “It would have to be out of genuine repentance, not just because they are getting
something in return for this information. If they came forward out of genuine repentance | could accept

that. | would even be prepared to meet them myself so they can tell me they murdered my son but are
sorry. FOR A FAST AND EASY
“l do not want to be bitter. It eats you up. You have no idea over the past five years the number of people WAY TU NEW YURK

GO TO CONTINENTAL.COM.

telling me to forgive. But you have to ask for forgiveness before it can be granted.

“So if this is about those responsible admitting what they have done and saying they are sorry then yes, |
think it might bring me some closure. But if they are just doing it to get something in return then no.”

Post a comment

Limit: 500 characters

View all comments that have been posted about this article o . I .
Continental Airlines
* Name (only this field displayed)

* Email

* Town/City

* Country/State

Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address logged and - )
may be used to prevent further submissions. In submitting a comment to the site, * Required field
you agree to be bound by BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's Terms of Use

D Remember Me

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/politics/troubl es-commission-heartbroken-father-fears-killers-coul d-be-rewarded-14008840.html (2 of 3)21/10/2008 15:06:05


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/belfasttelegraph.co.uk/static/_bookmarks.html?KeepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=500&width=400
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/troubles-commission-heartbroken-father-fears-killers-could-be-rewarded-14008840.html?startindex=-1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/usergenerated-content-and-postings-terms-amp-conditions-13892126.html

http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3760/0/0/%2a/c;207649961;0-0;0;29750456;4307-300/250;25941218/25959072/2;;~fdr=207646684;0-0;0;14452755;4307-300/250;28401811/28419690/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.continental.com/web/en-GB/default.aspx?POS=GB

Troubles commission: Heartbroken father fears killers could be rewarded - Politics, News - Belfasttel egraph.co.uk

Also in this section

. MLA backed consultant in probe .... then sought out her help
. Second TD quits coalition over medical card fiasco

. Labour still trailing Tories in latest British opinion poll

. Retreat on UDA funding denied

. Releasing secret files on Omagh bombing 'will damage security"

Advanced
[ 1 msain

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/politics/troubl es-commission-heartbroken-father-fears-kill ers-coul d-be-rewarded- 14008840.html (3 of 3)21/10/2008 15:06:05


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/mla-backed-consultant-in-probe--then-sought-out-her-help-14009591.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/second-td-quits-coalition-over-medical-card-fiasco-14009233.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/labour-still-trailing-tories-in-latest-british-opinion-poll-14009121.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/retreat-on-uda-funding-denied-14008851.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/releasing-secret-files-on-omagh-bombing-will-damage-security-14008843.html

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/legal-terms-amp-policies-13886487.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/contact-us-13907191.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/sitemap-13907081.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/rss-feeds-13907147.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/group-websites-13886498.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/newsletter/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Troubles commission: Heartbroken father fears killers could be rewarded - Politics, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk


	MGAGBHADCHCMHAKLHMDEFMDAMDHHJFFMDALI: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: relevance
	f3: search
	f4: simple


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 26
	f2: -1
	f3: /news/politics/article14008840.ece?postingType=posting&mode=thanks
	f4: /news/politics/article14008840.ece
	f5: /news/politics/article14008840.ece?mode=error
	f6: 13874732
	f7: posting
	f8: field(name),email,field(city),field(country),body
	f9: ArtID-14008840:Troubles commission: Heartbroken father fears killers could be rewarded
	f10: 14008840
	f11: THREAD: ArtID-14008840:Troubles commission: Heartbroken father fears killers could be rewarded
	f12: Thread: ArtID-14008840:Troubles commission: Heartbroken father fears killers could be rewarded
	f13: 14008840
	f14: 
	f15: 
	f16: 
	f17: 
	f18: Off

	f19: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all





