
Victims' families hit back at Hain - Daily - Northwest Edition - Belfast Telegraph 

Monday, April 23, 2007    Weather:  Hi: 16°C / Lw: 11°C 

  

Belfast Telegraph - IPR Website of the 
Year Search Site    Advanced Search 

●     Loadzajobs.co.uk

●     Propertynews.com

●     Belfast Telegraph TV

●     Family Notices

●     Belfast Telegraph

❍     Home

❍     News

❍     Breaking News

❍     Northwest Edition

■     Daily

■     Weekly

❍     Business

❍     Business Telegraph

❍     Sport

❍     Health

❍     Features

❍     Columnists

❍     Entertainment

❍     Homefinder

❍     Weather

❍     Archive

❍     Calendar 2007

❍     Telegraph Travel

Inside Belfast
●     Jobs
●     Training
●     Dating
●     Gaming
●     Reader Offers
●     Diners' Club

●     Services

❍     RSS

❍     Media Kit

●     Other Titles

❍     Sunday Life

❍     Ireland's Saturday Night

Home > Northwest Edition > Daily 

Daily

Victims' families hit back at Hain

●     Email 
Article

●     Print 
Version

●     Search

●     Most 
Emailed

●     Most 
Read

 

Thursday, April 19, 2007 

Families of the victims of Bloody Sunday today 
reacted angrily to comments by Northern Ireland 
Secretary Peter Hain that too much money was 
being spent on public inquires into the past. 

Quizzed over budget pressures faced by the PSNI, Mr 
Hain told MPs that more than £200m was being spent 
on investigations and around half of that was on 
lawyers' fees. 

While agreeing that inquires had to be carried out, he questioned whether the province wanted to continue 
paying out to examine events over recent years or if it wanted to invest in the future instead. 

He told Parliament's Northern Ireland Affairs Committee: "We are spending an awful lot of money on the 
past. 

"One hundred and seventy six million pounds has gone on Bloody Sunday so far and half of that is lawyers' 
fees." 

Spokesman for the families bereaved on Bloody Sunday, John Kelly, whose brother Michael was among 
those killed, said he thought the NI secretary's comments were scandalous. 

"We have heard these sort of comments before but the fact of the matter is that you cannot put a price on 
life and you can't put a price on truth," he said. 

"My brother is lying in a cemetery. This inquiry is about our future. We need the truth so we can move on 
with our lives. 

"The point is that if my brother and the others hadn't been murdered on that day there would be no need for 
a public enquiry. 

"Frankly, I think Mr Hain should apologise for these comments." 

Mr Kelly also revealed that a recent letter from Lord Saville predicted the inquiry would not be completed 
until late this year, or likely 2008. 

Tony Blair announced the inquiry in 1998, saying: "Bloody Sunday is different because, where the state's 
own forces are concerned, we must be sure about the truth." 

The SDLP's Alasdair McDonnell agreed it was "unfortunate" that the cost of the public inquiries was being 
"played off" against the budget pressures. 

He added: "Most of these inquiries are very necessary. 

"There is a need for some sort of closure for people. 

"I would be concerned if we try to bury the past and put our heads in the sand. There are certain aspects of 
the past that need to be dealt with."

The Telegraph revealed the £300m cost-cutting plan for policing services in the province earlier this year. 

The proposed savings for the PSNI budget for the period 2008-2011 are part of the Government's UK-wide 
Comprehensive Spending Review. 
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