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I would welcome any help that comes 
to the UDR and their families

Wednesday, December 05, 2007 

By Claire McNeilly

More than 60,000 former soldiers are set to benefit from a new £2m care service that was 
launched today. 

The fund was set up to help ex-members of the UDR and home service Royal Irish Regiment to deal with 
the legacy of the Troubles and to re-adjust to civilian life. 

There will also be re-training available for around 2,000 soldiers who were made redundant earlier this 
year. 

Speaking to the Belfast Telegraph today, Jim Wright, a former Warrant Officer with the Fourth Battalion 
based in Omagh, welcomed the news and said the investment into an aftercare service was essential. 

"Anything that can help soldiers in their transition to civilian life has to be commended," he said. 

"It's a starting point. It's good to see something actually being done - and that it's accessible." 

The 45-year-old Belfast man, who left the Army in 2001 after 24 years of service, said that it is difficult for 
soldiers to re-adjust to civilian life. 

"It takes a lot of time - about two years - to get back into it," he said. 

"Military life is completely different to civilian life. You're in a routine in military life. You are working 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year and if you're told to do something, you just get on and do 
it. 

"It is particularly hard for ex-UDR and home service RIR soldiers to adjust because of the backdrop of the 
Troubles." 

The provision of the Aftercare Service fulfils a government pledge that a publicly funded welfare 
organisation would be set up after the RIR home service battalions were disbanded this summer. 

Its aim is to help former soldiers adjust to civilian life. 

Londonderry UUP councillor Mary Hamilton, whose brother-in-law, a part time UDR soldier, was shot dead 
at work in 1972, praised the fund's establishment. 

"I would welcome any help that comes to the UDR and their families," she said. 

"Those soldiers risked their lives and limbs. They risked their families' lives to protect the country and they 
seem to be forgotten about."

The Aftercare Service will offer advice on how to qualify for welfare and benevolent support, job training 
and access to medical care. 

The service will be based at Palace Barracks in Holywood, and 12 of its 25 staff will be located at TA 
centres in Coleraine, Enniskillen and Portadown. 

Colonel Mark Campbell, the last commanding officer of the home service battalions, said the service would 
help acknowledge the debt owed by the community to those who served in the UDR and the Royal Irish. 

"We must acknowledge the debt owed by the community to our colleagues with more than warm words," he 
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said. 

"We must do all we can to alleviate their suffering and meet needs arising as a direct result of their service 
to the whole community." 

During the Troubles, 271 locally recruited soldiers were murdered, and more than 600 were left physically 
disabled. 

The Minister for the Armed Forces Bob Ainsworth welcomed the establishment of the vital service. 

"I am pleased with the rapid progress that has been made in setting up this service," said Mr Ainsworth. 

"The Government's commitment reflects its obligations to treat these soldiers and their families with 
fairness and dignity." 

 

More articles in Local & National

●     Nobel prize scientist joins Ulster researchers

●     Pigeons off for charity

●     Old mills turned tide for energy

●     Allister to unveil new unionist grouping

●     Durkan takes stand to keep Freedom of Information

 

 

 
 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3223888.ece (2 of 5)05/12/2007 14:07:09

http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.irelandssaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/article3224157.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3224156.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3224153.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article3224150.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article3224143.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=11968596?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=11968596?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=11968596?


Former soldiers to benefit from £2m care service - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Comment & Blogs

Catherine Townsend: 
Sleeping Around 

Spending the 
Xmas holidays 
alone sucks 

Cooper Brown: 
He's out there 

I'm on heat 
thinking about 
Catherine 
Townsend 

Lindy McDowell 
Can chuckle all 
you like, we still 
hate each other 

Gail Walker 
The dark secrets 
that lie behind 
closed doors 

Pól Ó Muirí 
Marty Mc: a 
Deputy First 
Minister's blog 

Jan de Vries 
Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome 
affects everyday 
life 

Video

Omagh blaze tragedy
Special report on 
Northern 
Ireland's worst 
house fire

Belfast Telegraph 
Property Awards  

Celebrating 
excellence at the 
inaugural awards 
gala 

Best view in town
Special 
multimedia 
report on Belfast 
Wheel

Fashion Week  
Ulster struts the 
catwalk with a 
stylish confidence

Carl Verheyen 
Interview with 
one of the 
world's best 
guitarists

Final moments 
of Uboat diver  

The last dive of 
Dublin man 
Michael 
Hanrahan

Big Man's big fry 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3223888.ece (3 of 5)05/12/2007 14:07:09

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article3184927.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article3184927.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article3184920.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article3184920.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3179797.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3177162.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/pol-o-muiri/article3174958.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/article3174960.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/omagh_fire/gallery-index.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/multimedia/belfast-wheel.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3122392.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3053988.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2996796.ece


Former soldiers to benefit from £2m care service - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

First Minister's 
vision is outlined 
over breakfast 

Ulster's boy wonder 
Watch our 
interview with 
golf sensation 
Rory McIlroy 

Twelfth parades 
Watch the video 
of this year's 
parade in Belfast 

Paisley interview 
Exclusive: First 
Minister Ian 
Paisley talks to 
Ed Curran 

In Pictures . . .

News 
Ulster Fry event  
The Twelfth 
Bull Run  
Award-winners 
Flooded Ulster  
Sunny Northern Ireland  
Devolution Day  
Assembly Elections  
Maze tumbles 
Blair quits 
Last watchtower  
Carrick-a-rede 
 
Events 
Xmas: what a turn on  
Property Awards  
50 Cent  
Enrique Iglesias  
Halloween 
Fantasy Fest  
Rolling Stones  
Oxegen 07  
Beach Party 07  
Balmoral Show 
Razorlight 
St Patrick's Day 
Mardis Gras 
Justin Timberlake 
Brit Awards 07  
 
Sport 
Spain 1 Norn Iron 0 
Win over Denmark  
Windsor win  
Golf: Rory McIlroy  
British Open  
Copa America Final  
N Ireland v Sweden 
Six Nations 
World in Sport  
 

Eye on the World

Malise Ruthven
How the Saudis 
exported a 
hardline ideology

Apocalypse now?
Hersh predicts 
major conflict if 
US attacks Iran

Burmese junta?  
Knickers to that  

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3223888.ece (4 of 5)05/12/2007 14:07:09

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2800106.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2763722.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2628998.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3180103.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3133210.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article3136010.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3182248.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3174876.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3110757.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3107851.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece


Former soldiers to benefit from £2m care service - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

'Panties 
for 
peace' 
is latest 
ploy by 
Burma 

activists 

Conquering sectarianism
Can Ulster be 
the blueprint for 
Iraq's future? 

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Group Websites

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3223888.ece (5 of 5)05/12/2007 14:07:09

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2931745.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/group-websites/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Former soldiers to benefit from £2m care service - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	MACKBPKCDNIGJPOCLKJIJLJDJPHELFOA: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




