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A tape of secretly recorded conversations with Real IRA leader Michael 
McKevitt may be heard in public for the first time, it emerged yesterday. 

A multi million pound civil action being taken by relatives of six Omagh 
bomb victims took a dramatic turn yesterday after the tape of five 
alleged telephone conversations between the convicted terror boss and 
two MI5 agents, was presented to the High Court in Belfast. 

Retired Scotland Yard detective, John Pearce told the court he believed 
the tape could connect McKevitt, one of five people being sued over the 
1998 explosion, to the Real IRA. 

It was compiled to be played at the 2002 trial of three Real IRA 
members accused of bombing Woolwich Crown Court but when Finton 
O'Farrell, Declan Rafferty and Michael McDonald pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to cause an explosion in the UK and Republic of Ireland, the 
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What are these?tape was never heard. 

Mr Pearce, a detective Chief Superintendent with the Metropolitan Police, confirmed that in February 2002 
he played the recordings to FBI spy David Rupert, the American businessman who infiltrated the Real IRA. 

He said Rupert identified the voice as belonging to McKevitt. 

Mr Pearce told the court he had sought advice from the security services’ lawyers before bringing a copy of 
the tape to Belfast. 

He said he believed it showed McKevitt as a “co-conspirator and leader of the Real IRA”. 

Much of yesterday was dominated by legal argument over the admissibility of the tape to the civil case. 
Lord Brennan QC, a barrister for the families, claimed the tapes were taken from conversations security 
service agents had between January-April 2001 with a man named Karl, who would be identified by voice 
recognition as the alleged terrorist mastermind. 

But Michael O'Higgins QC, for McKevitt — who is being sued along with Liam Campbell, Seamus McKenna, 
Colm Murphy and Seamus Daly — claimed disclosure of the recordings was unfair and argued Scotland Yard 
had no right to hand over what was the property of MI5. And he raised further concerns over the origins of 
the material which he suggested used interception techniques. 

“This is information obtained covertly by the British intelligence services and in respect of which there's a 
bar disclosing it to third parties, save in criminal prosecutions,” he said. 

A ruling on whether to allow the tape to be played will be made later this month. The case was adjourned 
until October 15. 

Post a comment

Limit: 500 characters

View all comments that have been posted about this article

* Name (only this field displayed)

 

* Email

 

* Town/City

 

* Country/State

 

* Required field

 Remember Me 

 

Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address logged and 
may be used to prevent further submissions. In submitting a comment to the site, 
you agree to be bound by BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's Terms of Use

Also in this section
●     Thousands log on to see farmers' pay

●     Aer Lingus to cut fares

●     Peaches Geldof flees House of Fraser launch

●     BBC dilemma over nuclear attack on UK

●     Reynolds in 'private' meeting with Gusty Spence

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/court-may-hear-tape-of-real-ira-chief-13992259.html (2 of 3)03/10/2008 11:25:27

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/belfasttelegraph.co.uk/static/_bookmarks.html?KeepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=500&width=400
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/court-may-hear-tape-of-real-ira-chief-13992259.html?startindex=-1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/usergenerated-content-and-postings-terms-amp-conditions-13892126.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/thousands-log-on-to-see-farmers-pay-13992660.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/business-news/aer-lingus-to-cut-fares-13992667.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/peaches-geldof-flees-house-of-fraser-launch-13992448.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/bbc-dilemma-over-nuclear-attack-on-uk-13992439.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/reynolds-in-private-meeting-with-gusty-spence-13992432.html



     Go  

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter 

 

Court may hear tape of Real IRA chief - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

Query:

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/court-may-hear-tape-of-real-ira-chief-13992259.html (3 of 3)03/10/2008 11:25:27

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/legal-terms-amp-policies-13886487.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/contact-us-13907191.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/sitemap-13907081.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/rss-feeds-13907147.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/group-websites-13886498.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/newsletter/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Court may hear tape of Real IRA chief - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk


	IDLANJEJDNGKPPNLCGLKKANNGMKEDANF: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: relevance
	f3: search
	f4: simple


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 26
	f2: 13992286
	f3: /news/local-national/article13992259.ece?postingType=posting&mode=thanks
	f4: /news/local-national/article13992259.ece
	f5: /news/local-national/article13992259.ece?mode=error
	f6: 13874732
	f7: posting
	f8: field(name),email,field(city),field(country),body
	f9: ArtID-13992259:Court may hear tape of Real IRA chief
	f10: 13992259
	f11: 
	f12: 
	f13: 
	f14: 
	f15: Off

	f16: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all





