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Paisley warned over La Mon anniversary 
 
Victims of one of Northern Ireland's worst IRA 
terrorist attacks have told Stormont First 
minister Ian Paisley to stay away from planned 

30th anniversary commemorations of the atrocity. 

 

 

 
Some of the survivors of the La Mon hotel bombing, which claimed the 
lives of 12 people in February 1978, say Mr Paisley is not welcome at the 
memorial service because of the DUP`s decision to go into government 
with Sinn Fein. 
 
It has been alleged that senior members of Sinn Fein were involved in or 
had knowledge of the IRA plan to target the Belfast hotel. 
Billy McDowell, who was badly injured in the attack, said the DUP 
leader`s new relationship with Sinn Fein made him feel sick. 
 
"Paisley should stay away from our commemoration," he told the Sunday 
Tribune. 
 
"He`d probably want to bring (Martin) McGuinness with him if he could. 
Seeing them chuckling at Stormont turns my stomach." 
 
Mr McDowell`s wife Lily also suffered extensive injuries in the La Mon 
bombing. The majority of those killed or injured were attending the Irish 
Collie club`s annual dinner dance. 
 
The club`s then vice chairman Hugh McGucken said he could not stand to 
see the First minister at the memorial service. 
 
"If Paisley comes to our commemoration, I`ll walk out," he told the 
Tribune. 
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The commemorative event is being held in Castlereagh Borough Council 
offices on February 17. 
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ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS Content provided by entertainment.ie 

FILM: NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS 
 
DIRECTOR: Jon Turteltaub 
 
STARRING: Nicolas Cage, Jon Voight, Helen 
Mirren 
 
DETAILS: USA / 124mins (PG) 
 
RATING:  

 

 
 

NOW SHOWING AT...  
Select from the following:  
 

  
 
 
 

 

 GIGS 
Paint It Black... 

 THEATRE 
Next To Skin... 

 COMEDY 
David O'Doherty... 

 CLUBBING 
Scotts Nightclub... 

 FESTIVAL 
Galway International Rally 2008... 

VOTING POLL SEARCH ARCHIVES UTV NEWS ON AIR

 
The Stormont budget has been announced, 
do you think Peter Robinson got it right? 
Which department do you think needs the 
most money? Vote and leave your 
comment below. 

 
 

 
Post a comment   [ 8 comments so far ]  

  

 
Browse through the online news, sport and 
entertainment archives.

 
Enter a keyword above and select the newsroom 
section to search.

 

 
Watch the latest UTV Live at 6 bulletin.
 
Select the quality of your version depending on 
your internet connection

 
Click below to browse through the archives of 
online streaming news.
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