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'Police officers were charged with murder 
and acquitted' 
 
The Northern Ireland Police Ombudsman is to 

investigate one of the most controversial shoot-to-kill allegations against 
the security forces. 

 

 

 
Nuala O`Loan has been asked by the Government to re-open files on the 
1982 killing of three unarmed IRA men by Royal Ulster Constabulary 
officers after a chase through a check point in County Armagh, the 
Guardian newspaper reported tonight. 
 
Gervaise McKerr was killed alongside Sean Burns and Eugene Toman 
following the pursuit near Lurgan.

 

 
Their car was riddled with 
bullets and the case has 
been subject to the highest 
courts in the UK and Europe. 
 
"The Government has asked 
us to look at McKerr. But 
it`s quite complex whether 
we have the legal power to 
investigate or not," Mrs 
O`Loan told the paper. 
 
The Government has always 
denied that the security 
forces had a shoot-to-kill 
policy but the families have 
campaigned for a re-
examination. 
 
"Police officers were charged with murder and acquitted," Mrs O`Loan 
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added. 
 
"The law says you can`t reinvestigate if there has been a previous 
hearing. 
 
"But it may be there are other issues that need to be investigated." 
 

  E-mail this story to a friend Post your comment 
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ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS Content provided by entertainment.ie 

FILM: SHERRYBABY 
 
DIRECTOR: Laurie Collyer. 
 
STARRING: Maggie Gyllenhaal, Giancarlo 
Esposito, Brad William Henke, Ryan Simpkins. 
 
DETAILS: US / 96mins (16) 
 
RATING:  
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Acoustic Session... 

 THEATRE 
Annie... 
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Neil Delamere... 

 CLUBBING 
Storm Nightclub... 

 FESTIVAL 
Crossmolina Festival 2007... 

VOTING POLL SEARCH ARCHIVES UTV NEWS ON AIR

 
Are Harry Potter books worth all the hype? What 
is your favourite?

 

 
Browse through the online news, sport and 
entertainment archives.

 
Enter a keyword above and select the newsroom 
section to search.

 

 
Watch the latest on-air news bulletins.
 
Select the quality of your version depending on 
your internet connection

 
Click below to browse through the archives of 
online streaming news.
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 Harry Potter and the Philosopher's 
Stone 

 Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets 

 Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban 

 Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire 

 Harry Potter and the Order of the 
Phoenix 

 Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince 

 Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 

 None of them 
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