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Journalist murdered by loyalist gang for exposing 
dealers 
 
A Northern Ireland journalist was gunned down in the 
street for exposing the drug dealing activities of a loyalist 
paramilitary gang, an inquest has heard. 

By:Press Association
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Martin O`Hagan, 51, a reporter with the Sunday World, was shot three 
times as he walked hand-in-hand home from a local pub in Lurgan, 
County Armagh, with his wife. 
 
Over five years later the killers have not been charged, although a senior 
police officer told the inquest in Armagh that he was satisfied eight people 
interviewed following the murder were responsible. 
 
 
Coroner John Leckey said the bravery of journalists seeking to expose 
criminals must be recognised. 
 
He said he was satisfied with the police theory the murder of Mr O`Hagan 
was "related to investigative journalism in relation to drug dealing by the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force in the Mid Ulster area." 
 
Branding the LVF a sinister organisation he said a number of newsagents 
in the area, fearful for their own safety, had stopped selling the Sunday 
paper after being threatened. 
 
Mr Leckey said: "There were widespread threats not only against 
journalists like Mr O`Hagan who was seeking to expose these criminals 
but also against those who distributed the newspaper which contains his 
articles." 
 
He noted Mr O`Hagan was the first journalist to be murdered in such 
circumstances in Northern Ireland but he said it was something which 
happened worldwide and pointed to the recent murder of a Russian 
investigative reporter. 
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He said Mr O`Hagan and others were "bravely seeking to expose 
criminals and sometimes with dreadful prices paid. 
"Their bravery needs to be recognised," said Mr Leckey. 
 
The murdered journalist`s wife Marie said they were walking home 
through Lurgan after visiting a local pub when she noticed a car slowing 
beside them. 
 
She said her husband pushed her into a hedge and she heard a number of 
shots. 
 
She turned and his last words to her as he slumped to the ground were: 
"Marie, get an ambulance." 
 
She said she ran to her nearby house and got one of her children to make 
the call and returned to her husband. 
 
"I ran back and Martin was lying on his back. I knelt down to speak to 
him, he seemed unconscious. I continued talking to Martin but got no 
response." 
 
He was declared dead by an ambulance crew which quickly arrived at the 
scene. 
 
Mrs O`Hagan told the inquest she didn`t know exactly what her husband 
had been working on before his death but was convinced it was 
something in connection with his work as a journalist. 
 
 
She told the inquest that in the early 1990s her husband had been forced 
to move to his newspaper`s Dublin office because of threats made against 
him in Northern Ireland.  
 
She had remained in Lurgan and he had returned to her after the IRA and 
loyalist ceasefires were announced. 
 
Chief Inspector Charles Patterson told the inquest that Mr O`Hagan`s 
killers walked the streets freely despite him being certain who was 
responsible. 
 
He said eight men had been arrested and questioned in the weeks after 
the murder and he was confident they were behind the killing. 
 
"These people are associated with the LVF in the Lurgan area. 
Unfortunately despite extensive investigations I don`t have the evidence 
to proceed against these persons." 
 
The coroner appealed for anyone with information to pass it to police and 
Mr Patterson said he was prepared to take any information, however 
trivial it might be. 
 
He said the inquiry into the murder remained alive but admitted it was 
not actively being worked on. 
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However he said the case would be internally reviewed by the PSNI in the 
New Year and the O`Hagan family would be informed. 
 
The unsolved case had not been passed to the Historic Inquiries Team - 
set up to re-examine many hundreds of unsolved murders - because the 
team`s terms of reference limited it to covering murders during the 
Troubles from 1968 to the signing of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. 
 
Martin O`Hagan`s boss, Jim McDowell, Northern editor of the Sunday 
World, called for the review of the case to be held urgently. 
 
He said: "It should be thorough and done with vigour and rigour." 
 
He said it was an exceptional case, the killing of a journalist trying to 
protect the freedom of speech - five and a quarter years on no one had 
been convicted and that was appalling. 
 
He said: "If the case has hit a brick wall bring in fresh faces, open a fresh 
file and let`s get Martin O`Hagan`s killers where they belong - behind 
bars." 
 
He likened the killing to something which happened in the United States. 
"A drive-by drugs related murder like something off the streets of Chicago 
or New York." 
 
He added: "I have to believe we will see them in court because if these 
people get away with this, where do the rest of us stand?" 
 
He said the police had eight people in custody for questioning including 
two brothers and he wanted the review team to question them again." 
 
He said if a review didn`t work he would be asking the Secretary of State 
and the Chief Constable, Sir Hugh Orde, to make an exception of the 
O`Hagan case and refer it to the Historic Investigations Team. 
 
"The police know who did it but they don`t have the evidence, I know 
who did it." 
 
He said the paper had come close to identifying those responsible but had 
pulled back in case it prejudiced any future case. 
 
National Union of Journalists official Ronan Kelly called for the murder 
case to be resolved to remove the continuing threat to Mr O`Hagan`s 
journalistic colleagues. 
 
He said: "The NUJ has called on the chief constable to call in assistance 
from an outside police force to bring this to a head. 
 
"I believe there should be assistance from outside - if a case like this is 
not solved then enough has not been done." 
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