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Retired judge angry at Police Ombudsman's 
report 
 
A retired magistrate whose daughter was 
murdered by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 

has told friends that a report into her killing by the Police Ombudsman in 
Northern Ireland is a whitewash. 

 

 

 
In her last report before she leaves the post next week, Nuala O`Loan 
said she found no evidence of security collusion in Mary Travers` murder 
23 years ago. 
 
Mary Travers was shot dead as she left mass at a church at Derryvolgie 
Avenue in Belfast in April 1984. 
Her father, Resident Magistrate Tom Travers, who was the IRA`s target, 
was critically injured. 
 
 
A man identified by Mr Travers was cleared of the murder of his daughter. 
 
In 2004, Tom Travers complained to Nuala O`Loan that the police 
investigation into the shooting was flawed and that the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary (RUC) had colluded in the killing and protected the gunman 
ensuring he would escape conviction. 
 
Mr Travers subsequently withdrew his co-operation but Mrs O`Loan said it 
was in the public interest to complete the investigation. 
 
Today she said she found no evidence of collusion or that the police had 
any prior knowledge of the attack and that it could have been prevented.  
 
She said she was satisfied that the man identified by Mr Travers was 
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properly investigated by police and that she found no evidence that the 
RUC had colluded with the man to ensure he escaped conviction. 
 
Mrs O`Loan has offered to personally deliver a copy of the report to Tom 
Travers and to go through her findings with him. 
 
Mr Travers told friends the report is a whitewash and that Mrs O`Loan 
failed to address a number of salient points. 
 

  E-mail this story to a friend Post your comment 
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ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS Content provided by entertainment.ie 

FILM: SILK 
 
DIRECTOR: Francois Girard 
 
STARRING: Michael Pitt, Keira Knightley, Sei 
Ashina, Alfred Molina 
 
Details USA / 110mins (15A) 
 
RATING:  
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Christmas lights have already been turned 
on in many towns across the country and 
shops are busy preparing for the 
Christmas season. With Santa Claus 
coming to town earlier every year, will you 
be joining the festive party? Vote and 
leave your comments below.

 
 

 
Post a comment   [ 9 comments so far ]  

  

 
Browse through the online news, sport and 
entertainment archives.

 
Enter a keyword above and select the newsroom 
section to search.

 

 
Watch the latest UTV Live at 6 bulletin.
 
Select the quality of your version depending on 
your internet connection

 
Click below to browse through the archives of 
online streaming news.
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