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LOCAL NEWS 

The Disappeared

Tuesday 01 July 2008 14:10 
 
Families of Disappeared to receive government help 
 
Families struggling with the unresolved affairs of the Disappeared IRA victims are to receive government help. 
 
The High Court will be allowed to declare a missing person presumed dead and issue a death certificate, Nigel Dodds said. 
 
The Finance Minister`s Presumption of Death Bill will help relatives dispose of the homes of those abducted and have savings or 
insurance policies paid. 
 
Mr Dodds said: "I know that for the families of the Disappeared and other missing persons that this bill cannot make up for the loss 
of a loved one or the continuing anguish which comes from a body not being recovered for burial or cremation.” 
 
"I hope, however, that it will help them to address some of their concerns and the problems they may encounter." 
 
There were 68 people listed as missing from Northern Ireland earlier this year. 
 
Last November relatives of the nine so-called Disappeared carried a black wreath with nine white lilies to Stormont to remember 
them. 
 
They include 17-year-old Columba McVeigh, kidnapped and murdered by the IRA in 1975 near his home village of Donaghmore, 
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County Tyrone. 
 
37-year-old Jean McConville, was abducted by the IRA from her home in 1972, after she went to the aid of a fatally wounded British 
soldier outside her front door. 
 
In 1999, the IRA offered to help locate the bodies. Three victims were found in 1999, one in 2003. 
 
In 1999, gardai recovered the bodies of Eamon Molloy, left in a coffin in a graveyard in County Louth as well as the remains of 17-
year-old John McClory, and 23-year-old Brian McKinney, whose remains were found after weeks of digging in a bog in County 
Monaghan. 
 
However, the IRA was unable to give precise enough information to locate the other bodies. 
 
Seamus Wright was interrogated and murdered by the IRA in 1972. Kevin McKee in 1972. Brendan McGraw in 1978 and Danny 
McIlhone, in 1981. 
 
The material for this story has been provided by PA 
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