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1 . I do not propose to recapitulate the newspape r a ccounts 

01' editorials about the commendably firm stand tak en by the 

Irish Gove rnment to"l8.rds the P I RA I S attemp ts to turn the funeral 

i nto a propaganda exercise, or about the funeral itself . But 

you may be interested in the following comments about the affair . 

2 . Gene r a l O'Ca rroll, the Irish Chi ef of St aff , was cock - a-hoop 

las t nigh t a t the Australian Ambassador ' s Pa re vT e llHecept ion, 

about the way his troop s ha d helped trump the Provos' ca rds. I 

a s ked. him vrh ether h e ,vas not concerned about the television 

coverage g iven to Irish Army soldiers in full riot gear the day 

after the funeral ; had th ese been our troops in the North, I said, 

there wOlJ_ld no doubt have b een allegations of provokation , a geression 

and "looking bruta l ". The General tho 1.-\r;h t tha t the attitudes 

and appe ar an ce of his soldiers had been just what the public 

vrant ed , adding th a t he had given specific instructions that if 

anl Co~nande r on t he g round felt he needed fixed bayonets a t 

Bal lina , he ~vas instructed to order them vd thout hesi tation . On 

CI'01vd fi gures he said he t hought his helicopter pilot s were better 

judges t han the Garda a nd be r e ckoned the crovld to have bee.n 4 , 50 0 . 

I ma nr:l{sed to s peak to t he Commission er of the Garda at the same 

party and ask ed if he had any v iews on wh at percentage of the " 

cravld in the cemetery had come from t he North ; Ga rvey t hought 

aboll t 75%. Unfortunc1. tely vie 'vere interrup ted befo re he could give 

me fulle r details . 

3 . J ournalists who vlere present a t Ballina las t Sunday agree d 

that the crowd d id not ex c eed 5,000 and tha t this ,.was h eti c 

figure fo r such an occas ioniand in so ar as lS poss ible for us 0 

judg e tIle reactions of " ord :mary people " t he view seems to be th a t 

the Governm ent were absoluteJ,y rilr;ht to handle the affai r the vlay 

t hey did, particlJlarly because they did rjght by the vlidow - a very 

i mportant c onsider a tion in Irish terms . There seems 1i ttle doubt 

t h a t despite r,Trs Br idie s t a C:g ' s weakening in her "no military 

i'une r a J " ' r esolve af t er the de :~,th of Fra nk s t a gg , the gene ral pu blia , 

helT> e d by minis t erial and nevrspape r comment, believed th a t she 

r r:8.1 1y cUd \mnt a quiet fun e r a l and n o threa ts of reveng e for h er 

hns band ' s death, and t h at it viaS t h e ~1'ovisional IRA w'ho , h :ving 

11' Is i s ted on Stagg ' s marty rdom 'lhen they could very eas i.ly have 

a to pn ed it, were determined to extrac t the last ounce of propa~and R 

l r nm the dea t h of a stubborn , b r a ve but foolishly mis guided ~an . 
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4. One further small item. Senator }lUcky Nullen, the Irish 

Transport and General Vvorkers Union Leader, "rho has strong 

Republican leanings, and "rho tried to meddle in the · e a rly 

stag es of Stagg ' s hung er · strike, told me he \Vas infor rred by 

; Nrs Br.l36)·g e Stagg ( wi th a we a lth of four letter words ) that he 

shou1d mind his own business . i~heD he was asked to organise 

a strike. by care;o handlers a t Dublin AirDor t in protest a g ainst 

the Government's treatment of Stagg ' s body, IVlullen said he was . 

delighted to be able to tell her that he had considered her ear1y 

remarks careful1y and decided to . t a ke her advice ! 
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