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Rt. Hon. RoyJenkins, MP , 
Home Secretary 
Home Office 
Whitehall 
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We are disturbed by the wor~ening condition of Mr Frank Stagg, an inmate 
of Wakefield Prison. While Amnesty International has not worked for Mr SB,agg 
as a prisoner of conscience, we cannot help but regard the possibility . of (,his 
dying on hunger strike as a matter of legitimate concern for Amnesty International 
on humanitarian grounds. It is our understanding that he has indicated that he 
would terminate his hunger strike on condition that assurances were given him 
that he would not be returned to solitary confinement. We are further informed 
that Mr Stagg was prior to his hunger strike subjected to prolonged solitary 
confinement as a form of punishment. If this is the case, there are strong 
grounds for believing that this demand by Mr Stagg is reasonable and should be 
acceded to as the possible price of saving Mr Stagg's life. 

Knowing that there are precedents affecting supporters of both sides in 
Northern Ireland wher.e-conditions of detention have been .the subject of 
government decision, I urge that on hurnanitarian grounds your office give 
assurances to Mr Stagg that he will not be returned to solitary confinement. 

Secretary GeNeral: MARTIN ENNALS 

Respectfully yours 
I ~.~ 

VL,~ ~~,--~ 

Hans Ehrenstrale 
Deputy Secretary General 

...... ' 

PATRONS: The , Archbishop or Cnn\crhllry, (ire,,1 nril" in ' Ro~er 1IlIllIwin, I're~hknl of Ihe Inlemali(,,!,,1 Leaglle ror Ihe Righl, or ~(nn. U.S.A, 
Danilo Dolei. SI, IIy , I' ro r~NRor ur ic/) 1'1'00101, N~w York 111141 Mg~ i cil ' '_,AICI1 , Sir 11 rill 11 II l1rmck~. (i rrn l Ilrililll1 • J CIl I1 . ri~vic~ I.nlivo. Swillcr. 
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, 't, , 'Thank you fOt'l your letter of 2Jrd January about 'Frank 
" st(igg. , , ' 

I , 

, : J , 'He' Has convicted \Ji th three others ' on 1st t',10v8mber, 
" 1973 of conspiracy t6 commit arson and criminal damage; he 

. :' .' Has sen tonced to ten years I imprisonrnen t. Prior to his . ' " : :, pr'8sr.nt hUl19o,r strike; \~hich br-gem on 13th Dr,c8mbor, h~ has 
! ( J ' , ', I"efusad food ovr,r three pfwiods 'for various t"8anons. On 

, , " ~ , ", occasion thes8 have included a Hish ,COt" "political status",. , 
', .. ;,:, the central r,lement of \'Jhich S80r;1S..t0 havo been eX8mrtion 
", H ' from the \:for'k roquirement. Bin ,pr8sent demands are apparently 

" ' " 'd' that he should be transfel'lrr.Q from Hakefielcl prison immedia'CRly 
" ' and then - if not no\:, - moved ~o a prison in lJo/"thp,rn , Ireland; 

. .. .. . " L that he should no·.t b? r~~lIi I'ed l ~o lIork; . and that ho ~hbUld . 
. "" ,i ,nevqr be held ~9~ln 10 v8grr.ga 'IL1on . , 

, • 1 ' ' I, 

" " Hhile I have no \'!ish for Franlc St3g9, or' any othnr 
1 ' i , ' hunger striking , p~isonor, to s80k to take his O\'m lif~ in 

, ' this way, there can ba no questiori of my npgotinting with 
" " ,hunger striker!). Indeed I have made r~y position on hung r. r 
" ',striking cl oar as long ago no\'! as 17th July, 1974 in a st8te-

· " '. ment to the I'louse, a copy of v:hich I rmcl OS8 • 'Frank stagg 

'. ' 

, has boen tr~atod fully in accordancevitht~~ procRdurcs laid 
, ' dO\m at , that timo and is thet"eforo . ~H.are qf the' conSGquonc€s . 

, I of a continund rr.'fusal 'o·f 'food " "",:~, ~ " " . , 
"'1".' ... 

. ";'1 ' . 

I t \~6uld be ~ui te vlrong fof rile to di ffr.rr.ntiatn bnhfor.n 
, those to whom mont attention has hr.on dravn while trr.aiing less 

. " 

, favow"ably thona vho'"hnve obr.yod ,the rules. There i,s no 
,proviGion' for flpoll'tical status" ' in our prisons; , all convict8d 
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;' . . ...., . pI' is onO!' B ClI'e trail lr.d ali ko, and it ;'!ollld not uo po:-ni. bIn 
., :~. to administrr n penal system on any other basin. fhis 
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" ':'0 hasal\.Jays ,boen made clear to Fr'an~< st2.gg and that .is tho . . 
' . i ' . reason \,rhy it Hould not be right for me to 9i ve any under'-

'. ,":' .'." taking 3bou,t his not being rcquir'od to \~ork. . 
, .' 

, , 

. , ' 
. " I am not · SUt"8 \'Jhat you mean about rlorthr)t"n Iroland 

:. '.' . precedents, but v/hat is c18al" is that Ft"ank Sta99 has 'no . 
" connection \'Iith Northern Irel2nd. He \'[as born in th8 Irish ' 

Republic in 1941 and c'ame to 'England in in 1959, \',hnre hn 
'I sottlod in Coven,try,' married a' girl 'from Co. r.1ayo and bOl/gh t 

(~) . ' a house. I t has, hO\~ever, br-on made cloar to him that I ?m 
~ ' . ' willing to transfer him ,to ~ prison ' that is nearer his home 

,iI ' 1 in ' Covr.ntr'y. , ' , ' I ' , : 
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I , . Finally, you mention fioli tary confinomfmt. Franlc Stagg 

, , 
l " • 

, , 

' .. 
': has been aHardod periods of collular confinement by tho18oal'lQ 

,of Visi tors at Hakefield under the prison I'ules. They h2.d , 
... '", . ',:' found him guil ty . o·f refusing to \·/ot"k. This fOI"m of ~unish- . 
, '" , ,': , n18nt, among othors, hns been appl"oved by Parli a~ont and undr.r 

tho prison .rules . l' cannot prospec'ti vely suspend the a\'fard, o'f , ' 

it or any pther. pprmi~sabla punishment ,for a particul~r , 
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