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This is a report on the maia developments ia the latest kl’b\}
round of Armstrong-Rally talks. :
31]‘0

Draft Agreement

| - The title “lntergovernmental Conference™ was agreed.

3. On the various amendments we were instructed to seek, we

ended up as follows:

Article 2(a): The 1rish side were reluctant to lose the

reference to Northern Ireland entirely.
They asked us to consider:
“an Intergovernmental Conference (heminafter

ey
xECEWVE referred as “"the Conference®) concerned with

((3s porthern Ireland and with relations between
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the two parts of Ireland, to deal, as set

ouvt in this Agreement, on a regular basis

with: *
\\\d/ or "an Intergovernmental Conference
thereinafter referred to as "the
Conference®™), concerned with relations
between the two parts of lreland, to deal,
_ as set puwt in this Agreement, on a regular
i basis and maiply in relation to Northern
f Jreland, with: *
' As Ministers had agreed that we had some
room for manecuvre on, and need not in the
final analysis insist upon, the amendment
1
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7€d):

Article
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that we had proposed, we undertook to
consider the revised avendments proposed by
the Yrish side, and report back after
discussion with Ministers,

Deletion of first sentence agreed

In order to make i1t clear that the
Conference could if necessary and agreed
meet at Ministerial level with other
Ministers than the two named joint Chairman,
the sentence which reads: "Other Bratish and
Irish Ministers shall attend meetings as
appropriate” is amended by agreement to read
"within the framework of the Conference

other British and Irish Ministers way hold

or attend meetings as appropriate.”
The amendments to the last sentence, to
delete “permanent® and add “on a continuing

basis™ were agreed,

"throughout the island of Ireland™ agreed.

Qur amendmenty, to delete *If full devolution

has not taken place”™ and to add “the

wodalities of bringing about devolution®,

were agreed.

The substitution for “"explanations can be
given®” of "information can be provided™ was

agreed,

The Irish were not keen on "The two
Governments agree on the desirability of
maintaining public confidence in the
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administration of justice®.
We eventually agreed upon:
*The two Governments agree on the importance !
of public confidence ia the administration |
.of justice.®

Joint Press Release

4. we agreed upon the following amendnents:

Paragraph 3: T0 be amended in line with whatever

amendment is agreed for Article 2t(a) of the

Agreement,

Paragraph 6: Delete "permanent®; remove square brackets

round "on a continuing basis®. Agreed.

Paragraph 12: First sentence to read "Both Governmwents

recognise the importance of public

confidence 1n the administration of I
justice®™, Agreed,

Joint Cosununigué

e We had a considerable discussion about how you and the
Taciseach could deal with guestions about the status of Northern
jreland without affronting the susceptibilities either of the
unionists or of the Irish constitution or of the Taoiseach's
likely opponents in the Dail. wWe concluded that the best way of
doing this might be to include in paragraph 4 of the communigué
an expanded reference to Article 1 of the Agreement, suitably }
drafted so that both you and the Taoiseach could refer back to

it in all subseqguent questions about status. Ne agreed, ad_
referendum, that the expanded reference should read as follows:
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"4. 1In the Agrecment the two Government recognise as
patters of fact that lreland {s not united and that
Borthern Ireland is part of the United Xingdom, Under the
farst Artaicle the two Governments agree that any change in
that situvation would only come about with the consent of a

®ajority of the people of Rorthern lreland; recogniese that
the present wish of the majority is for no change; and
declare that, 1f such conssent were to be formally given,
they would intsoduce and support legislation accordingly.
Tnis mcans that the vanificetion of lreland envisaged in the
Irish Constitution would only come about if a majority of
the p=ople of Northern I1eland consented to it; and that

consent does not now exist,”

There would then be a new paragraph, incorporating the rest of

the old paragraph 4, beginning:

| "5. Succeeding Articles of the Agreecent establish an

Intergovernmental Conference...®

[ The reordering of the indents in paragraph 7 which we
proposed was agreed. The new third {(0ld second) indent was

amended to read:

*- seeking measures which would give substantial expression
to the aim of underlining the importance of public
confidence 1w the adrinistatiovn of justice®.
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We made it clear that, if an
#greewent was signed, we should be pressing them to make
*significant and lasting® ixprovements in this area, In terxs
of the communiqué the furthest they vere prepared to 9o was to
amend the last part of paragraph 9 of the comsuniqué to read:
“...consider how the two Governments can most effectively
and durably develop their joint comaitment to combat

terrorismw, giving particular attention to the policing of
border ares™,

We said that we had no authority to agree to anything other than
the amendmest we had proposed, and would have to report back to
Ministers,

Presentation

8. I made 1t clear that, in presenting the reference to mixed
courts, you would have to say that you hsd made our position
Clear to the Taoiseach in the terms used in your letter of 4

October, Mr Nally said that there was no objection to this.

5. On the Furopean Convention on the Suppression of Terrorisnm,
1 sa1d that Ministers here had wondered whether the Irish
Government might prefer to say, in the communiqué that the
"would intcroduce legislation in the Dail enabling them to
accede to the Conventioon, rather than saying that they *intended
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to accede™ to the Convention., We could accept either
formulation. What was important for vs, whichever formulation
wvas vsed, was that it should not then or subsequently be
qualified by any condition attached to performance or progress
in the matters covered in the Agreement or any specific matter
in the Agreement. It would be acceptable to say no more than
that "having regard to™ or “in the context of" the Agreement,
the Irish Government intended to accede to the Convention®™; or
of course to quote the actval words of the communigué. Mr Nally
said that this was acceptable, and undertoak to discuss with the’

Taoiseach the alternative form of wording we had suggested,

10. I attach copies of the texts as they now stand, showing the
amendments agreed or proposed in manuscript.

11. X am sending copies of this minute to the Secretaries of
State for Foreiga and Comrmonwealth Affairs and for Rorthern
Ireland

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

3] October 1985
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