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IRISH POLICY T<J\IfARDS SIlm FEIN 

You asked for 4 note on the attitude of the Irish Government towa~ds 

Sinn Feln. The !ollo1..'ing 1s bilsed both on appIoaches to the Irish 

and published inforpation. 

to 
2. Sinn Fein curren~ly holds f seats on county councils and 

~q..0u~\5eorPOlalions, the .upper tier of loc&l 90verrunent in the Republic. 

.'") 

Tt. has a lar~p."nroh9T, on the lower tier district councils but no 

figures are i~iately available because Sinn fein is not a rec09nised 

political p«rty and statistics are not kept by the Irish Department of 

the Enviro~nt. The Sinn Fein component Is ncvcrtheles$ ~re dilute 

than it: now i$ in Northern Irel.,nd. Their total share of t.he vote ""a$ 

l.St in June t.hls year compaZ;ed with 11.P\in Northern Ireland in 

Kay. Sinn Fein is lcss radical in the Republic ~nd has less desire 

to dis.rupt 1(X;c!l1 government than in Northern lreland. Ne\'ert.helcS5 the 

Ir1.sh Government has encountered the same sort of difficulties as we 

expect to face. The DFA acknowledge that while lrish Ministers have a 

clear policy of having no dealings with Sinn Fe!n, in practice things 

are not 50 straightforward. 

3. Irish Ministers have been largely successful in ~pplying their 

policy of refusing to see local authority delcg~tions if th~y conta1.n 

Sinn Fein Member.. They even declined to receive a delegation froz. 

Le1.tri~ County Council whose Chairman is a member of Sinn F~1n. ~he ,.. 
Irish have c~nted that in practicQ .thc position is well understood 

so that any council wi&h1n9 to do scr1CU5 business would not usu~lly 
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Include ~ Sinn Fein member in its delegation. But despite thes~ 

pre~ut1ons now and again Irish Ministers do come across Sinn Fein 

ruembe.rs .... he.n meet.ing delegations. 1 f th is happens, ~pp2nently, 

l.:ish Ministers do their best not to l:l~co9nls~ the l-,re&ence of 

Sinn Fein representatives or, 1n some c~ses, if it can be done. 

ex~ricate themselves from the en9age~ent. 

4. Irish Ministers do visit ,councils wit.:.h Sinn Fcin members. But 

we h.!ive been told they refused to greet lhe II€!!bers: depending on 

the personality of the Minister s~e were ruder in the ~ay they did 

this than others. But Sinn rein councillors h~vc man~ged on occasions 

to be phologl"~phcd ,d th Ministers and the Secretary of St~te may have 

seen from an Irish Tipcs article on 27 Apri.l that ~\r Quinn, the 

Ktnister for Labour. attended B n-.eetin9 llt ,,-hich hm Sinn Fein Councillors 

also spoke. 'The Irish said that this ~as a'rnistake~ 

s. One problem for the Iris.h Government \o:as the election of a Sinn 

Fein Vice-President, Phil Flynn, to the t:)tecut.ive Council of the Irish 

Con9ress of Trade Un10ns. Flynn ~a~ .Iso General Secret.ary of the 

Local Government dnd Public Services Union. f'lynn resigned his Sinn 

t'ein Vice-pp""'3dency ~ he ha.s not however had any dealings wi th thn 

Government and has Jl'talntained a very low profile altogether. He has 

not exploited his position for publicit.y as ~iqhl have been expected. 

6. We have pursucc I with the Irish. the question of ,,-hether the 

Irish Governl1\ent has a policy on Sinn rein and public appointments 

and "'hat. discl:et.ion t.heir Minist.ers have in deciding ""hether to 

accept Council's nominations for public bodies. The £rnbass}' have 

told us that this question caused the DFA some difficulties. 'l'hey 

a.t first took the line that there lire no Knmm examples of Sinn 

Fein people being dpPointeci to statutory bodies. They then Jnentioned 

t:.he possibl1 i t.y th3t S inn f 'ein member S lnily have been unw! t tingly 

apPointed appointed to Health Board~ and they undertook lo investigate 

thi6. loJe have not yet had is further reply. 
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7. The Irish have therefore undoubtedly tried to m4int~in their policy of no ~i$terlal contay~c wl~h Sinn rein but it has not been so easy In practice. The Irish practice parallels ours but the scale of their difficulties are less. The Irish hav~ already suggested that we tAke tham into our confidence before our policy towards Sinn Feln i$ hardened up. There would be advantage in continuing to pursue parallel policies. and pArtic~lar advantage, U we t.oc»t legls.lative Action, 1n persuading the Irish to do the same. 1 would $u9ge~t therefore that, in the lightof "ond~Y'B discussion, we ask the reo to ins~ruct lhe Embassy to 9iv~ th~ lrish an indication of the Secret8ty of State's thinking. \fe could also take the opportunity to. make further inquiric~ about Sinn Fein appointments to Health noards··. We will subJt.lt draft t:ele9ralll$ for tile Secretary of State's approval for the peetinq next Monday. 

P N BELL 

20 September 1985 
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