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1} have been asked by our Foreigs Minister, Mr Peter Barry 10,

u\_to send you the followlng message today:

The Bt Hon James Prior NP
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland

bDear Jim

1 kxnow that you are awarc of the view of the Irish
Government on the Irish jmplications of the possible
reintroduction of capital punish;ent soog to be
debated in your House of Commons. I relt nevertheless
that I should statec our view very brigrly in writing

ap as to ensure that you and all your Governaent

colleagues would be in a position to state, if asked,

that you have been made aware of our concerf.

The execut{on of Irish people under Britiah law for
politically isspired offeaces would zlmoat certainly
create a situation worse than anything our two
Governments bhave experienced during the past thirkteen
years and would adversely affect the climate of our
relations. The IRA, the INLA and other terrorist
organisationa would take full advanlage of their
opportunity. 5

1 feel that with yogr.dir.ct experience of the
situation im Rorthern freland you are fully aware of
the seriousaess of the position and that you can aee-

that our fears are not in any way exaggerated.
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( In suggesting that you might consider memtiouning to
your Government colleagues the grave anxiety we feel
in Dublim, 1 should stress that the Irish Government
will scrupulcusly respect the fact that the voie ©on this
motion is 2 matter of conscience Lo be decided upon by
the individus) Members of the House of Commons. You
will have moted therefore that, despite our anxiety
on this matter, we have carefully refrained from taking
any action which might give the nppearancg‘of lobbying

" ar Westminster.

1 am sending a copy of this letter to Sir Geoffrey Rowe MF.

Yours sincerely

Peter Barry
Minister for Foreign Affairs

A letter sligned by Mr Barry and containing this text is om
its way and will be delivered to you on arrival.

1 have also been asked to send a3 copy of the message to
The Rt Honm Sir Geoffrey Howe MP, Secretary of Stale for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs.
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Eamon Kenonedy
Ambassador

Pl The Rt Bon James Prior NP
Secretary of State for Morthera Ireland L -——
Korthera Ireland Office '
Covernment Offices it
Great George Street
London SW1P 3AJ
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