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Mr Soeaker 'wlll, with permlss1on, make a . 
stotement-- on oo11tlcol {1evelooments --ln .. 
Northern Ireland: . 

2. The Goverrvnent has today published a 
White Paoer setting out proposals for the 
election of on J 

Assembly which would orovlde 
a frallework wi thin which 0 devolved -
government mlg~t ogain be set up/ 1n Northern 
Ireland. These proposals ore deS1gned to 
meet two objectives. F1rst, to orovide at 

? 
l· 

once 0 means for greater democratic 
OQrtlclootlon by the peor)Je of Northern Ire!and l 

I 1 
1 

t n ttle t r own of1'o 1 rs • Second 1 y, to CJ 1 ve them I 

the ODPortunltv to evolve for themselves 0 

rorm of government occeptable to them. 
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3. The Gove.p~nent prODOses that there shou Id \ 
be an elect10n toter this year to a new \ 

~ j Northern Irel.and Assembly. WhlJe conSlderotJOI'\ 1 
of the orranoements for 0 devol ved oaml n11tratf r~ 
wtll be Its most crucial toskl the Assembly 
Will from.l ts " J rst doy hove ImDortant 
scrut 1 nl S;1 no" de 11berot I ve and consu 1 tot I ve ...--

..-funct1ons, It wIll be oble to reoort on 0 

w'ae range of toolcs and its reports will be 
IOld before parl1oment. The Assembly will 
normalJy hove the opoortunlty to comment on 
draft Cr~ers in CouncIl and I am sure the 

i 
House will wish to toke careful account of 
tnose comnents. The Assembly will estoblJsh 
Committees corresPOnding to each of the Northern 
lrelondDePOrtmehts to monItor cnd report on 
their oo11cles and octlvities. The 
comoosltlon of each Comm1ttee cnd the oJlocotlon 
of Chat rmanslli os ana Deouty efl01 rmonshlps wIll 
relfect , os for os oroctlcObl!1 the overall 
party representation in tile I\ss(~nblv. 
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".: " 4. ' the Ass~lY wi1 J from the outset be i 

.' 

empowered to ~ecommend arrangements under . i 
which the wholre or Dort of the full range 0' ~ 

: legislative and executive responslbllittes i 
whiCh were devolved in 1973# could be 
exercised by the Assembly and by a devolved 

i 
11 
! 
~ I 
1 adm1nfstrotlon answerable to It. (f the '11 

Ass~nbly send to the Secretory of State ~ 
proposa! s "/hl Ch hove the support 01 70% of the 1\ 
total meMbershIp of the Assembly he wilt be r 
reQul red under statute to loy those proooso 1 s ~ 

before Parliament for 1ts consIderation. He 
would olso have discretion to present to 

." 
Par J lament proposo Is wh1 en did ndt coornond 
70% SUODort but which 1n his view enjoyed the 
support of bOth slaes of the community in 
.Northern Ireland . . I would like to moke two 
thtngs clear: first, the parties In Northern 
Ireland will have wide discretion about the 
basts on which a devolved administration ana 
Assembly mIght be formed and ouerote -
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. ... . Her MoJesty.'s ·Governnent is not 5eeklng to 1 

1 mpose anv part 1 cu 1 or system) -second 1 y, the ! . 
- ! Government would not recommend any arrangements I 

I 

to Parliament unless theY believed them to be 1 
acceptable to both sides of the Northern ~ 

1 
Ireland coomunlty, Stable government con only ~ . 

come *f rom such ~ccePtab 111 ty • If Por) t oment ! 
j onoroves the ASsembly's recorrmeoootions, 

DO'ff'erS' would be devolved by Order/ In Counc11.. 

{ 
5, The Assembly will hove the ootlon of J 
moving to full devolut1on of DOwers from the out 
set orJ If It seems easier to ochleve ogreement 

, " 

on devolving the resnonslbll1t1les of only 
1 

some Northern Ireland DePOrtments, to make i 
prODosals for oortlo1 devolutton. In reaching 
the agreement on which Its proposals ore 

bosedl the Assembly will be oble to cons1der 
appointments to head the Northern Ireland 
Departments O~ how executive powers should be 
exerCised. In ~maKlno executive OPpolntments 
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the -Secretory of State wi 11 be ooIded bv the 

agreement Which Jed to -devo!utlon, 

'. 
&, Ttle orronO!meMts wfl J be flexible In that 

oortlol devol-ut1on could lead on to further 

or full devOlution. And" the ooreement on 

which devOlution was based cOllapSed and could 
'-

not be re-establIShed/lt would be POssible for 

the AS~embly to revert to ItssCrutlnlsino, 
.; 

conSultative and del1berot1ye functtons
l 

with the Secretory of State taking back other _ 

resDonslbJlltles. 

7. DIrect rule has served Northern Ireland 

well. It waS J however, IntrOduCed os a 

temporarvarrangement. It does not provide 

sotlsfactory POI'tical structures throUOh 

which a dlvldea communltv In Northern Ireland 

can make the necessary mutual OCCOmmodctJons 

to tackle Its sDeciol orOOlems. For Northern 

Ireland reQUires new ,poll tical arrangements 
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suited to It's unloue character. These ~st 
reflect the history of the PrOvInce arid Its 
long experience of devolved government and i 

i 
} 

must recognise end respect the d1fferences of t 
~ 

identity and asolration which exist there. i 
: 

The proposals ~n the Wh1te Poper take account ~ 

Of these circumstances, At the -"'Some tIme 

they ore f1rmly based upon Northern Ireland's 
Dosltlon as 0 constituent Dort of the Un1ted 
Kingdom for so Jon~ as that Is the wish of the 
Deople of NOrthern IreloncL ." 
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~ 
The Goverrvnent 1s convInced thot good relotl~ns ;~ 

.:' 
{I 

wittl the Reoublic of ireland ore of great ,i 
Importonce. These reictlons are for the ~ 

sovereIgn 90verrvnents end Parliament. It Is 
for the london and Dublin Parlloments to 
conSider Whether the governmental meetlnQS 

of the Anglo .. lristl 'lntergovernrnentot CouncIl 
ShOLJlcl he cor;n;lc:nertted by 011 Anglo-frls'l O()cJv 
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Qn elected Assembly in Northern Ireland could 
toke oart. In addition It wou16 remain open 

,to 0 devolved odmlnlstotlon In Northern Ireland ! 
, to make such blJateral arrangements and 
agreements with the Goverrvnent of the Republic 
as it \~lshed concerning the matters for whIch 
1 t is responsible'; 

--T~e p~oblems of Northern Ireland ore 
formidable. The evil of terrorism hoS struck 
at the lives and expectatIons or ordinary 
peopleJ CatholiC and Pr~testont allke, for 
for too lonQ. The economic decline Is more 

I occute and more Intractable than elsewhere in 
the United KlnOdorn. The Government belIeves 
that the defeat of terrorism, the recovery 
of the economy and the estobllshment of 
effective oolltlcal instltuttons gO tOQether 

; . 
~ ,: 
: 

j 
..:~ 
,:. 

i 
i and SUPOOit one another. An end to the polltlCOJl 

" 

dead loct< of recent years offers the bes t hope 1; 
. j of 0 sustained improvement in the economy and ~ 
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10 securlt~ The proposals In·the White poper~ 
ore folr and fJcex1ble. Like oIL proposals fori 
Northern Ireland they Involve risk and 
controversy. T~e Government In no way 
underestimates the magnitude of the task or 
the stratns any proDOsols will hove to bear. 
But they o)so offer an oDoortunlty whIch, 
with time end Patience and the con~1nued 

explOited to the advantage and relief of olJ 
the oeople tn Northerr. Ireland . 
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