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Mr Speaker | will, with permlssion, make o
stotement on politicol developments {n
Northern Irelond:

2. The Government has today oublished o %
White Paer setting out proposals for the '
election of on Assembly which would provide

o fromework within which @ devolved

government might ogain be set up in Northern
Ireland., These proposals are designed to

meet two objectives. First, to provide ot

once ¢ means for greater democratic :
participation by the peonle ofiNorthern Ire!ond%
In their own offairs. Secondly, to give them
the opportunity to evolve for themselves o
form of government occeptoble to them.
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3. The Governmant pProposes that there should
be an electlon later this year to a new %

Northern Ireland Assembly. While consideratior}

of the arrangements for a devolved aamlniatratt%}

will be 1ts most cruclial tosk, the Assembly
will from its first day have fmpor tant
scrutinising, dellberative and consultative
functions, It will be oble to réport on o

vide range of topics ond Its recorts will be
latd before Parlioment. The Assembly will
normally have the opportunity t¢ comment on
graft Crders §n Council and | om sure the

House will wish to toke careful occount of
those comments, The Assembly will establish
Cermittees corresponding to each of the Northern
Irelend Departments to monitor ond report on
thelr ooifcies and actlvities, The

composition of each Committee ond the olliocotion
of Chalrmanships ang Deouty Chofrmanships will
relfect, os for as procticoble, the overal|
party representation in the Assembly. |
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L4 The Assembly will from the outset be

_ empowered to recommend arrangements under

s _ Which the whole or part of the full ronge of

legislative and executive resoonsibilities

which were devolved in 1973, could be
exercised by the Assembly angd by a devolved

I administrotion answerable to |It. [f the

1 Assenbly send to the Secretary of State

' proposals which have the support of 70% of the i

total membership of the Assembly he will be

;# required under statute to lay those proposols :
before Parliament for {ts considergtion, He %

would aiso have discretion to oresent to '

Parilament proposals which did not commong

70% suppor: but which in his view enjoyed the

support of both sides of the community {n

Northern Irelond. 1 would llke to moke two

things clear: first, the partfes in Northern

i Ireland wiil have wide discretion about the

basfs on which g devolved administration ong

—

Assembly might be formed and onergte -
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Her Mojesty’s Government s not seeking to
impose any porticulor systems -secondly, the
| . Government would not recommend any arrongements
| to Parlioment unless they believed them to be
acceptable to both sides of the Northern
Irelond community, Stable government can only i
come ‘from such gcceptability. If Parlioment f
] ; . androves the Assembly’s recommendat{ons, ?
|
l

pawers would be develved by Order.in Council,

; | 5. The Assembly will have the ootion of g
% _ moving to full devolution of powers from the ouﬁ
set or, If It seems easier to achieve ogreement |
: on derIVInQ the responsibllitiles of only

: : scre Northern Irelond Departments, to make i
| proposals for partiol devolution, [n reoching
the ogreement on which Its proposals ore

5 | bosed, the Assembly wll! be able to consider

: appointments to head the Northern Irelond

Departments ond how executive powers shouid be

- —

exercised, In-moking executive aopoointments
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the Secretary of State will be gulded by the
agreement which led to devolutlon,

6. The orrangements will be flexible In that
partial devolution could lead on to further

or full devolution. And if the agreement on
which devolution was based collopsed and could
not be fe-estabilsheq,lt would be possible for
the Assembly to revert to 1ts-s:(9t1nisino.
consultative ond deliberative functions.

ﬁlth the Secretory of State tok!ng back other

responsibllities.

7. Dlrect rule has served Northern Irelond
well. It was, however, introduced ags o
temporary arrongement. It does not provide
satlsfactory politicol structures through
which o dlvided community in Northern Ireland
can make the necessary mutug) accommodat lons
to tackle I1ts special orobiems. For Northern

irelond requires new polftical arrongements

1
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suited to Its unioue chorocter., These must
reflect the history of the Province and Its
long expertence of devolved government and
myst recognise ond respect the differences of
Ident{ty and aspiration which ex{st there.
The proposols ‘n the White Paper take account
of these clrcunstances, At the some time
they cre firmly based uson Northern Ireland’s
bosition as o constituent part of the United
Kingdom for so long os thot is the wish of the
ceople of Northern lreland,

i
:

The Government is convinced that good relations
With the Reoublic of ireland ore of great
importance. These relations are for the
soverelgn governments ond Parlioment. [t {s
for the London and Dublin Parlfoments to
consider whether the governmental meetings

of the Anglo-irish Intergovernmental Council
should be comclenented by an Anglo-Irish body

at Porliomentary leve: i which monbers of
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an eleétea Assembly tn Northern [relond could
toke part. In oddition it would remain open
.t0 0 devolved odministation {n Northern ireland

- to make such bflateral arrongements and

agreements with the Governmant of tha Republic
os it wished concerning the matters for which
{t 1s responsible:;

Tae p-oblems of Northern Irelond are
formidable. The evil of terrorism has struck
at the l{ves ond expectations of ordinary
people, Cotholic ond Protestont allke, for
far too long, The economic decline |s more
accute ond more {ntractable than eﬁsewhere in
the Unfted Kingdom. The Government bel{eves
that the defeot of terrorism, the recovery

of the economy and the establishment of
effective political nstitutions go together
and support one onother., An end to the pollitical
deadiock of recent years offers the best hope
of g sustained Improvement in the economy ond

ARssbaLiRARannE




LRl S

© PRONI CENT/M/M11/24

1.i;ll. | /\/((?

Z

in securltY’///;; Proposals 1n ‘the White Paper

. ore folr ond firexible. Lixe all proposals for

Northern Ireland they Involve risk and
controversy. The Government in no way
underestimates the magn{tude of the task or
the stroins ony proposals will have to beaor,
But they also offer an opportunity which,
with time ond potience gnd the cont{nued
comnltment and goodwil] of Par!ioment, may be
explofted to the advantage and reljef of all
the people 1In Northern lrelond.
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