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PRIVATE OfFICE 

23 .Jl!ne 1981 

A$ you kQow. the Irish Ambassador called on lh~ Prin~ Minister 

this evening to deliver I. message. of which I enclo~e a COPY. 
froln tbe Taolseach to the Prime >.Iinister about tbe hUl'lg(~r titrike. 

For the most part. )lr. Ke~n edy COn fj ned him!-l(~l r t<) r~peat ing 

tht: contents ot the Taolseach's me~s .age. I do not. ther~fore. 

propose to record hi~ remarks in dt~tail. However. ont-! or two 

points may ~ worth noting~ 

(a.) Wr. Kennedy said that if it were J)C!>sible foX" lP.tG lo 

look aga.in at the regime in the - ~ta7..e Pritwn. 'lnd the 

other prisons, no~ was the time to do 60. There was a 

slight lull. Once the next hunger striker died, th~ 

si tua t ion ¥IOuld deterio r i\ tE" at~a ln; 

--, 
; 

(b) The Irish Government SGn se d from thei r conta(~ (s in the 

North that the:ro was at present a ~CnSt of b e wl J cier-ment 

an d pU2'.z l e-ment among the r(.'lativcs or the hun{!< ~ r str.1 Jce rs 

a bout wh at exactly the f uture held, This waS al~l) shared 

b}' SOi"!'l~ of tht: pri so nt::l's. This wa.g s ome thing wh ic h could, 

perbaps. be explo ited; 

(c) The c o nti nua tion of the prese nt stal ema te u'ould e nsure 

a c o nti nuous 1 ncrea.s~ in the pr-opnga. nda ~ uppor t fc) r the 

IRA. The y migbt f Ail to win political K[utu~ hut they 

would win the p r opa.g-aJ'l da victor )". The y had alre ady 

ga ined a ,reat deal sin ce la~t Octob€r; 
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(d) The Tao1$eac.h believeO that it would lx: possible, e.g. 

through the lpproacb advocated by t.h~ 1 rish C(unl'.:ission tur 

Justice a.nd Peace l to "~l iminate" gc)me of the tloinlS 

beln. made by the IRA. Even if this failed La ~nd the 

hunger $trike, it wQuld help in the propaganda war. 

The Taoiseacb. who was very anxious to help. stood ready 

to discuss the situation with the VrinK~ ~lnistcr on tbe 
telephone. 

The Pri~ Minister ~aid that th~ failure of the hunf;(~r strikers 

to compla.in to the European Commission on Huma.n Right~ :nade it clear 

that they in fac·t ha.d DO genuine compl~1nts about the pri ~nn r-egime. 

Th~ir obj~ctive wa$ Quite different. They would no\. be diverted by 
Coneessions. The difficulty with the approach advoc.ated by the 

Taoiseach ~as tha.t it wont along \With the' salu.mi tactics or the 

JHA lea.dersl\ip. 

The problem in Northern Ireland had not been crc1ted by BMG. 

Rut tbere was a general expectation th~t l~ should solve it. 

t t was not clear how. and in any case if HUG did ~uct;eed in :::.01 vlng 

the inmediat~ problem. they would slv.pl}-' M IH'esented wi th another 

prl,")bl~1'I to solvfI Vthieb further concessions would b~ sought. The 

recent ~tatement by th~ Irish nishops had bC~fl eKcellenl but it 

s~~roed to have had little effect. The IRA was in the hands of 

left-wing extremists who were not greatly intere:::.tcrl 1n the views 

of the Church. 

In conc.lusi()D, the Prime Minislt:r said that she WQvld of C-OUl"se 

consider the TaQisea ch's l e tter but it was not easy to see what 

HM G could do. It "-'as lor others to move. 

You should be awa.re that the Prime Minister mcnt ioned, in pass­

ing, tbe coroplalnt which one or the hunger st.rik~rs had ;lpparently 

inu~nded to address to the Europea.n Commission on Human Rights but 

\I.,t: ich. a~ you know. seems never to have been d ispatchE-d. On the WR}' 

Ot.t, 1 tried to indlcate to Mr. Kennedy tbe s~nsitivity 0f thi~ 

piece of lnformation. However. be seemed not tl) have real ised tbe 

l-3 i gn 1 fieanoe of what the Prime l.!in istcr had said. and 1 judged it 

hetter not to pu~sue the matter. 
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The Prime Minister also lnfor~d Ur. lennedy. V~TY briefly. 

of the Oo-vernment' $ intention to amend the Representation of the 

P~ople Bill so as to extend dlsqualificat-ion to prl~r\er.s serving 

a sentence of more lh.Q 12 ~tbs iQ the Republico! Ireland. 

Wr.Kenlledy welcomed this Be"s. He thought \.he amendment would re­
MOve a potentially serious source of embarrassment ~o the Government 

in Dublin. 

I ant sending copies of tbis let.ter and eflclosure to Ruderic 

Lyne (Foreign a.nd COJ'ZlD)Onwealth Office) and Da.vid Wright (Cabinet 

Office). 

No~l Corhick. £Sq .• 

Northern Ireland Office. 

I~ s;~ 

f1i ~ A£; tt~~I'\J 

CONFIDENTIAL 
••••• a .~ ............... ... . . . t.,.\ ..... . ... tt •• • •••• "' ,t ............ , . ............ 01 . ............. , ......... a .. .. ....... , .................... . ... . I i'."", ,.. 1.'« •• t ••••••••.• i ,,,,, I J .... - .n .. "'" 

© PRONI NIO/12/202 



) 
17 Grosvenor Pl ace 
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1 bave beltD asked by the Teoiseacb to convey the following ~~8s&g. & 

Dear Priae Minister 

I ebould like to reter 8g(lin to the 81tuation in the XU. Prison. 

Tbe hunger 8tr1kes there are 8 continuing source ot tenalol"), dltt1eul ty 

and danger. Tbe situation 18 e cause of deep and aerl~ CVnC8rD tor 

the lrlab Governm~nt. 

!be hunger strikes and the death$ are baving, inter a11a. the (ollowing 

Mu~ult8:-

1. !'hey have generated an entIrely nev level of support tor the 

IRJ. MlOng the nationalist community in Northern Ireland. TM1' 

haw widened and deepened. the polar.1sat1on ~ht"n the comauUt1ea 

t.ber-e • 

2. They bave already had 8 Gubstant1al impact on po11t1c~1 lite 

beret u the election of two prleo.ne rS and the r-elat1vely l"l'g~ 

vote ~or other hunger strike eand1~ate8 in the recent eeneral 

eleetlon indicates. Future developments 1n thla aN. 6re et 

pre~Dt impos sible to prediot but even at present, trom th. 

point rd view of securi tYt the situation is a ~ua. of graw 

anx.1_t,' . 

3. Vb.11e it 1s not ultimately for us to Judp,e the .situa tion it 

.-ould .~em tha t Great Br! tain 18 incurring some lDe.sure of 

dB.aat. to her standing on the interna t10nal scene, Ther~ 1_ 

elttarly a wldesp1'e'sd upsurge of aupport for the IRA aro\1l)d 

the ~r14 and particularly in the United States.. fbe .t.mplJ.c. 

atlona of this for the flow o~ material support tor vlolen~ 

and also ror security UletusureS . JJorth and South, a.re very SCtrJ.oUB. 
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.' The prospect ot pur suing i ncreasingly !rulttul Anglo-Iri sh 

rel a tlona 18 eerta1nly not enhanced. 

~ our point or view, we must e.apbasise that the tlncUng ot • 

s olution to the 8ituation Is of tundaaental and far-re,clllng 1aportanct 

Wh1le it 18 i mpossible to judge '11th certainty. there are some indic­

ationa _ that the present may ofter &!S ome hope that e wty !()rward c an be 

round. There a re circumstances which ere unlikely to Ntcur. It seems 

l mprobable that any eimilar r espite w111 offer if the deaths begin 

agele. 

Tour Govel"'nment ba$ expressed r eac1iftee,8 to keep all a8pe-c t s of prlaon 

condltlona under rev1e~. in the context of your c~ltment to • 

huzanl taran regime. I know lUld app~¢1ate your read1ne$~ to c0Zl41de r 

any further suggestIons by the European Commission or: ~sn Rights. 

Unfor\:UD$tely, my understanding 1a tb8t the pace at wb.1eh that Body'. 

we>rk 1- proceed~n.g means that it 16 unlikely to be of .ny" asalet.ellce 

. ,'\ 't1n& tbe preaent reep1 te. 

An approa ch on the lines we worked out in Dubl1n betore Chriataaa 

a1ght BuIt, that is. a straightforward and clear expoaJ. tion ot vba t 

Ja on o~~er. The substance m~t relate to further adjue Ument. tn.t 

aight be _ de throughout the Northern Ireland prIson 'y$t~1I which voul( 

not eou ti tute the grant of pol! tical .statua, or lapalr the a uthor1 t1el 

contl'Ol of the prisons. The recent 8ugge stions by the 1 .... 15)\ CoJai~8iOl 

tor JU8tlc~ end Peace say provide a b&eis for progreaa. 

1 appreci a te t hat y(}U may be con~rned tha t a. :t'Ntab 1n 1t1e tlve wl11 

not end the hunger strike and t hat t hose invol ved viIl Si mply explo1t 

t he e1tuat !on to fu r ther the ir c ampaign. There can, of c vur60. be no 

certtl l ntJ about the r esponse. Our assessment is tha t n¥3 verttMl e88. 

the ba l ance of advanta ge is s t rongly in f avour ot anotJle r initia t 1ve . 

11 tb~ .tt~pt 1e not . ade. f urther dea ths o£ hunger strlker s wi l l be 

exploI t e d in I RA p l'Opag8:nda. The res ul tant e cceas i (>D of Sl,tpport 1. 

1 1Jce l y ~.r to exceed what would nov to them it ChangttB were u d& in 

the prIs on rul es. Even if the attempt ",ere un5ucceaatul, ,i t could 

a oder$te the f low of 5upport ~nd lrOuld a l s o have f8 VO\Jrtlble eft. e ta 

on opl n1on in the RepublJc and throu,ghout the world. It would also be 
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01 benefit ror the fruitful development of reletlon$hipe ~ithln the s e 
ls1$nda vb.1ch I continue to hope can flow from the QUtt.otn6 of our 

•• -tins laIt December. 

It goes vtthout Baying, oC course, tNt we aro rea41 to belp in every 
-, poaaibl.. in finding an ncceptabl.e ~olutlon. 

Yours a1ncer-ely 

CHARLES HAUGHEY 
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