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No 10 a bou t a ~Jnth ago , 
. . ' ~ " . 

I raised the pOssibility or 1ee-di ng t he huo P-B rstrUcers intra-venously . 

tfe ca." not make' conces s ion s to the d emand..:.; of the IRA and 1:heir 

sympsthi sers . ~i nce to do s o wou ld a l most c e rtainly l ead to rurtber 

demands . Al l tha t a c oncess i on would ·p r obably do Fould be t~ bri n g 

u s cl ose r to grant i ng polit ical st.atus_ 0 0 the otber hand any more 

detiths will d o gre. t damage botb in I~land a nd &bro~d. wit h 

cons equencEs that can no t he fu lly tore~een . He , c e a c on t inua t ion 

01 the h u.nger s tril:. -e c.arr i es con.siderab l e oa..'ig~ :rs· for us in Ulster 

i.ftd elsebwere. yet any conces s l onsto bri O y' it to an end .are i..tnpossib 1 e . 

Th e _ o nly way o u t of thj s i mpasse . it s e em..<o to me . is t o stop the 

hunger strikers from killi n g t h€:mse l ves . Th i s c0uld be done either 

. hy i a t r~-ve lH)US i't"'-eding or by fl..lrt.b~"f r o2>S tr"l c t j c ~~S; (HI thu"->e Whoel th e 

strike rs a re ~11owed to see. a po!nt which 1 raised at Cabine t l ast 

week. I ndeed a coroi n.a tion o.f these things wou ld prob abl y be 

necessary s ince any rel a tions a nd priests allowed 1n ~~~ t wel l b e 
-

_ fa natical enough to wr e nch ou t 'the drip' an d s~h t he equinme nt. 

Forced f e e d ing Vi'as abandoned. as I r eDembe r. v art ly b e- cause 1 t was 

dangerous an d r e pu l s ive , a.n d p a rtly b e c aus e it was tcouRh t that i1 

peopte lrM ted t o d i.e the y shou 1 d be Rl) owed to do so . 

TIle Rt Bon Humph r e y Atki ns HP 

S ~cretary o f State f o r ~or therD Ire l an d 

G r~At C~oree S t r e e t 
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1'h~e reasons h~.e now lost their torce. Int ra-\,enO\1S :teedlnc 

is .not repulsive - euy of u.s have UDde~.one-"it: - - - DOT I thiD~ 18 it 

d~nge~us; Lnd the avowed political objectives of these hunge r 

strikers r emove · thei r e!.se.s from therealm.o! pure.l y. p.e rsontt i deci sion . . 

Th e Ir1!s.h Roman Ca.t.holic Bishops re f erre d to 1 tbo'·'e who direct th$' 
~ 

and . to the· 'ooD.te:mptfor h l,lma1'l. life, the ' incitement to reve nge, tbe 

exploi t~ti Ol\ of the hunger strU:~ rs t o Curt.h e r a c ampa lgu oC ~u r-d er. 

the i ntimidation of th e i nnocent'. To i nterfere wi t h the ( part l)') 

se it':"tmpOsed JPaTtyrdam. ot these p eop le woul·d -not· infringe any 

pl"inc1pl~ that '1 'Kno-w o1 desp1t€ ' the"so-'cilled 'tokyo Dec l ilra. t ·1.oll 'of 

1915. 

The IRA wou ld certainly be enra.gedby our fi{opp i 'ng their supp ly · 

of marty rs , and wou ld undoubtedly c ause trouble in the prisons ,and 

ou ts ide . But I think th~t any such troub le would be f a r l es$ tha a the 

u~ tf1.cul ties c aused by a. further successiop o:f deatb s j n prison. 

renewed violen ce lUl d rea.tly inc.re &.Sed t.ension Oft b-oUl 8 ides of the 

border. An d the d~igjon coul d be easil y justifj e d ~s the log1c~1 

. extension ot. our presen t poli c ), : "'e have been thorougb ly re~8-0nabl e 

t hrouebout and ha.ve produced a r e.rua.rkably lIberal prison regi&e ; but. 

as this has had no effect on the jntransiee nce of UJe IRA. we have no 

alternative but to r;top the strikers ayipg . Ip ooiog :50 we would 

surely have the support of the Irish Bishops and ~st oth e r reason~ble 

people. 

o t course ~f the relat ive s of the present str~kers re~lly are 

P.K>!'e s ensible th8. n thei r predecessors and y'ou are able to r e ach an 

agreemen t with them , none ot this will be necefi sa~ . Or t here roay be 

i ns uperabl e technical objections, in ,,11 ich c a-~ e 1 apo logise for 

intruding. But, if no such e.gre€ mentis l -ikcly 8.l'.I. d l.he t e c hn ical 

difficulties Cb B be oye rcoRe , t~ec I thirlk wha t. I ha. ... · €' suggested is 

prei erable bot.h to sUrrender, ,,;h jch is unthink.a b le, and to Jl 

c o ntinui n g s e r1.es of deaths, v;-hic.h will b~ highly dangerous . 

I I a..'!l 
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I UI sending copies of this l~ttcr to tbe Prime Minister. the 

Home Secretary. the Lord Cha nCf?llor, th&.- Fotei~ and Comnonll'ealtb 

' Secretary, t he Chancellor of the Duch y of Lancas ter, a nd to the 

A tto r ney-,-GenerAl. 
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