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Present: 

Secreta.ry of Sta.te 
Mr F Sylvester MP 
~r S W Boys Smith 

Dr Mawhinney 

Dr Mawh inney called at the See.retary of State's invitation to 
give a n account of his discussion ,,'ith the Taoiseach on 28 November" 

Dr Ma whi nney said be and tlr Michael Mates MP had t>een invited by 
the Taoiseach to a di s cussion. Senator Dooge. the Ambassador and 
the Amb assador's Press Officer were als(') pre senl. They ha.d 
discussed security. political affairs and CCtHH>mk and e-ducational 
co-operation. 

Se c uri tJ::. 
Dr ' (iwh i n ney said that the TRoisea cb bad 110t reacted with any 
",,'arrn th t o a propos al from Mr Mates tha.t there should be a " mu tual 
s e c urity zone" establishe d on t he bord(.'I' wn cl-c the ag(~nc icS of hOlh 
Governme nts could operat e a.nd could in t el-rogate suspects. Nor had 
the TaQisea ch been ready to talk ctboU l ex\.radilioll. Dr Ma\~"hinney 
ba.d n oted f rom the discuss ion t.ha t. the Tao j scac h ~f':f:-mt: d at a 
pol.ltical leV~lhto be ill-disposed tow~rd~ joint inl er ro~a tion 
sessions. but he h ad g1 yen t he impress-ion he was cons 1. rallled by 
"nat the Ga r da. were willing t o do . Th(' T:-t oiscach had referred io 
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a. general way to the g()()d state of cro~s bol"der ~e (' u r i l~' 
co-operation and had made no comment when Dr- Ma " hi nney referr ed 
to the belpful nature of tbe Irish Attorney General' s !' emarks 
on extradItion a-t the Br1tisb-Irish Association meet ing {,he 
preceding day; t.he Ambassador, however, ~vidently tho ught tha t the 
Attorney General had gOne a good de.l too far. The Taoi seach had 
enquired abou t tbe likelihood {)f making progress with an All Ire l a nd 
Court, pointing out th a.t the Re publi.c was r"p. a dy to a c cept that 
two of the three judges should be from the North. Dr Mawhinney 
did Dot however- feel from wha.t was sa.id that the Irish Go vernment 
would pres s h a rd- on t he Cou.rt. 

Political Af f a irs 

The Taoiseach bad talked of the i mpOsslhility of b u lh independence 
for Northern Ireland ai\d of integration. He had ma.de clear that 
devolution was the right wa.y forward and had taken witho ut comment 
Or Mawhinne y·s s ugges tion that for the time beiog d~",olution sho uld 
be presented as an end in itself r a ther th:\.o as a step towards IT/ore 
fundamenta.l cbange. The Taolseach had indica.ted llla t Dr M:a\l.'hinney· s 
plan tor progressive devolution was attractive. He fell that the 
plan met many or the necessary criteria in that 1 t was easily 
u nderstood; was as close as poss Ible to d(..~(;rati(: pr{)e(~dures as the y 
were normally perceived; and a llov.'ed progress to be ma.de at a. pace 
which suited the circums t ances of the da}t. In t.hp. Taoiseaeh' s 
view the SDLP would be rea..dy to go along with a scheme for devolved 
government on the lines Dr bwhlnne-y had already ske-tche<l OUL. Tile 

Taoiseach expected tbat they ltIould negol. j ale very hard hut wanted 
Dr Mawhinney to underst and t h~t discussions would in his view be 
genuine negotiations a nd not obstruc t l"'t~. Dr N'awhione~' ~lso formed 
the view that the Taolseaeh wou1d be ready to help bring the SDLP 
along should that be necessary. The Ta.oiscach had been cool 
about institutiona,11s1ng Parliame ntary links between t.he Republic and 
the me. suggesting that it would be right to pursue this theme only 
wh e n Northern Irel and had 1 ts o \v-n a.ssembly. Finally, lht~ Taol seac.h 
na d i ndica ted tha t he hoped- p r ogress could be made towa rds 
establis hing a. devol ved assembly wi t hin t.he next few mon t hs. and t ha.t 
it could be function i ng before the end of 1982. 

Economic and Educationa l Co-op era tion 

The Taolseach h a d said tha t he s aw li ttle scope 101' significa nt 
€-cor1Olni c c-o-opers tion, bea ring in mind partic.u l arl y tha t t he Repu b lic 
and Northern Ire l and wer~ in c ompetit i o n i n many TE'Spec ts. Ife bad 
recogn1"se-d , however, the value o f co-o~rR.tion o n su~h ma tt e rs as 
e nergy and tourism and ha d wondered wheth e r there coul d b e greater 
h a r monis a tion of t he t\\--o fisca l systcm~. The Tao i scac n ha.d pointed 
ou t tha t the Repub lic was shor t. of h ighe r educati ona l f 'l.c i1itle s, 
pa rticul a r l y in the sciences and t ec.hnology. Dr Mawhinne y f e l t tha t. 
wer e t he NUU to be a b le t o provide c ou rses o f tha t k i nd t h e 
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Government of the Republic might react favourably to a co-operative 
venture. In conclusion, Senator Dooge had referred to what he 
understood to be difficulties about surveying the stretch of the 
Belfast/Dublin road which crossed the border, and h~d hoped that 
they could he resolved:. 

s-~. T~JJ· .~ 
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S 1{ BOYS SMITH 
2 ffficember 1981 
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