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PS/lffi ATJISON 

. AIU-lAGH PIUSON PROTEST ACTION BY NON CONFORHING I'IU .sOllERS 

1. ', He now have on our hands a dirty protest at Al'mc:q;h PriGon. 

2. There a!'e 32 non conforminG prisonerD involved. They are ref1.:s:.ng to 
work and to ~ash and they nre throwing containcr~ 9f excreta, ~!'inc, 
rubbish and food into the ground floCj,~ of B l'l ing a nd into the exercise 
yard. As yet they are not fouling their cells. 

3. The p::-isoners nre no longer Hashing in the abluti ons. They r.':::' e thro',111 
their deodorants, soap, shampoo and face creams into the wings 2.nd tl:ey 
have handed back their to\olels to the wing staff [~nc. intimated t~at they 
do not 1·:ant to have them replaced. Uo sheets 't!er ~ handed out : ::r 
laundering. 

4. The prisoners are coming out of their cells to t nke their stat~~ory one 
hours exercise, to go to the ablutions and to coll ect their r.:e.::::'s fro!:'l 
the hot plate on the ground, flcor. They all att .:- ::ded mass on .s~Tld~y and 
whilst only staff and ~embers of the Board of Vi~i tcrs are bei~g 

'permi tted into the Wing at present, the Prison C}::::.plains are l-='.::~ e to BeG 
individual prisoners in the Chaplain's office. 

5. T:le normal punishment handed out to female pr0t:e ~~ing prisoners- ,is loss 
': ::;:;-~f remission (1 day' for each day Epcnt on protet=:;t) I loss of . pri "-=-lege 

visi ts and parcels, loss of associfltion with otLe :' prisoners n:: '~!'~ek':nn.-; ' 
nndtban on attendance at weekly film sho'fls. 

6. The pri.::;oncrs a1 e beif,s offered assccilltic:1 but :;.:. : 1-:ough they ':e.i,d join 
in lissodation on Fr:i day If.lst they declined tc do s o last ni r;:·.t and 
presumably will continue to do so. 
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7. Yesterday six of the protesters passed most of their clothing out of the 

prison to relatives during their statutory monthly visit. It is 

understood that other protesting prisoners have their clothing packed 

' in black plastic bags ready to be handed out. 

8. There aro some 10 rr.ale prison orderlies at Armagh. They have refused to 

clean up the mess in the wines but we were able to recruit volunteers 

from the staff to do this after lock up last night and they did a good 

job in getting rid of the refuse and mopping up the ground floor of the 

wing. 

9. Almost every time a cell is opened up for any reason the prisoner throws 

something into the wing. ~otwith6tanding this we are continuing to allow 

t .hem out of their cells to go to the ablutions, collect meals, take 

exercise, go for visits etc and to take evening association if they are 
prepared to go so. 

10. This intensified protest action would appear to be a reaction to the 

search operation carried out in the prison on Thursday last \.,.hen a number 

of prohibited articles including raramilitary uniform dress, flags etc 

were recovered - there had been a full F·;ale paramilitary style parade in 

the exercise yard on the previous Sunday 't!llen prisoners 'dore black berets, 
\ 

glasses, black skirt6~ etc and carried ~ flags. 

1l. ,; -We are taking s.teps.:to organise a cleaning team and \"e are examining the 

feasibility of moving the protesting prisoners from B wing where they 

occupy cells on two upper floors to A wing where they could be locate~ 

on the ground floor. 

12. A full account of the events at Armaeh Prison over the past fe vI days is 

contained in l1r Gibson's report of t:oday's date (copy attached). 
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