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Davj.d Mi t chell and I recently discussed very briefly the poss i bi I i ty 
of an increase in some of his programmes such as housing , roails etc 
t o try 8.nd improve the unempl oyment si tuat ion j.n the construct ion 
industry. 

I also raised this sub j ect with the Secretary of Stat e after you 
had both left the PQ briefing and said I woul d be discussing the 
matter further with you both to see whether or not a jo i nt 
presentation should be made to him. 

I t may be we could show that some 8[ld.i ti onal expendi ture in t hilB 
area rat her than elsewhere , could be more cost effective . I t wou l d I . 

therefore be mos t useful to have a cost per job f i fSUTe fo r some of 
th e construction projects i.n the DOE roads and housine proerammes . 

J hes itate t 6 suggest some thing which might Tesul t i.n a r eversal of 
decisi.ons t aken only last summer , but the unemployment posi tion in 
the construction industry is very serj.ous i ndeecl . . I t W8.S s i.gnificant 
t hat at the first formal meeti.ng I had wi th t he CBI, the Chairman , 
Sir Phillip Foreman specified increa sed public spendinG in support 
of the construction i ndus try as a pri ority . 

If you aeree that some furt.her examination of this propos al. wou1d be 
useful perhaps offici a1 s j.n our departments could produce a paper , 
but with some ureency. 

ADANr BUT LER 
12 February 1981 
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