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The Rt. Hon Roy Mason Hi' 
~cretary of State 
!tortbera. Irel.and Of"t'ice 
Grea~ Georg~ Street 
LoDdon 5~1P ).AJ 

1b.ank you Cor your letters of" 11 and t) July about the sporte 
car aaa~ly project Cor West Be1r.at. I note that yo~ baye 
publ..i~ e~ndi.tur~ prortdnn to COTer the a.ount o£ f'i"_Qcial 
hel,p you propo8e to oCfeT. 

v. a.po.ke brieCl.y about thie c ... by tu.pbo~ ea 27. JUDe, and 1: 
a**' you.. then exact.ly 1Ifbat propert.taa .r ~ t .ot.&l. inv •• taent. 
:1-. t.IM Be1£eat project .000d b. coai.I:ls n--o. pr!Yate aouree.. We 
al.so trpOb ~1l1.n in the House OIl Tbur~. 

All it DOW sta.nda. the Northern XrelaiJd aaauf'aQtur~ operation 
ia eatianted to COBt about £50 8illioa. LacludtD! the £5 .111ion 
o~ extra site co~tb which YOQ .eatiOD 1R your l.test letter, and 
your proposa.l. 18 to finance this 1~ trot. pub~ic fUnds. (The 
inYe.t..,,~t 01' £8.5 aillion atellt.1Q1led .ill p.u-a.&caph 6 of your 1etter 
o"r 11 July ia re1a ted to dea1iq Vi th operatiOD. and po~uJi.ble 
d~~lop.ent r1.~htll in the US). It ie boped that .it ~d create 
2.000 jobs aCter 5 year",. 

A. I .&. it, th~a is an extre.e1y T~~ project, which you propo~e 
to 10eate in lie8t Bel1'aet. It:1. ri.q iD. the ael18& t.hat. a Dew 
c~ i.a ·t.o carry it out, aQd that .it an UQt.at~d car which i. to 
b ... auCact~d. 

So tar al) t:he loc6tion Ie cODCeraed. you wrote to ..e 0J:l ) July 
about • .aDuCacturing project - SLratheArD Aud10 - which was 
a~ed rr~ scratch in .197) 011 a 1arae .cal. iA Vest Be1Caftt. 
'that project had ~en. intended .to pronde 1,~ jobs:: up to the 
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end of' June 1978 "e had illveai-ed. over .i10 ai.ll.io"Q in. it "h1cb 
-e ehall cert.inly not ge~ back. I~ i. e.p1oyins 150 people, 
expect$ to aake a 10 •• or over £1 .i11ioll thi.1I year~ ~d h4U!t 
sutCered persisteut1y fro. prob~eaa over productiv1ty, hi~b 
~Abour t.~oyer aDd absented... 'Ibis ' i. a rery UDpr'CMli~ 
precedent ror iJlve.~i.I:a& Ci". ~ ••• _ch in the "...e area. 

The a.r~ent8 Cor l.a.aiat.ing on eo.e private &ect.or part.icipation 
i.n proje.cts of' this kind are oC courae -that .it 1.11 only ntaaonable 
to 6XJH"C t the proaote.r. to cOJltribut.e t.owardaI il2ve8taent which i~ 
intended to l!';ive the. a prot'~t.J ~t it help. to bep down the 
cost to the taxpayeri a.Qd, in Y"e.ry risky e.aae., a ti..u..:ulcial stAn 
by the private sector i8 an indicator that a private c~cjal 
jUd~e.eDt regards the risk &8 worth iuYestiQa ita own 80ney Ln. 

1 1Ully appr.c.iate the polJ.t~c.al. f'actora which ~e you keen to 
&et a project, and preterably a 1ar~ project, ~or West Belra&~. 
But ~he 8ca1e of the public ~~~t~.~ is yery large. and the ri~~ 
.~t.cbed ~o the project v.~ h~. and I .. sure .. should not 
be JU1'ItiCied in g-oing ahead OIl t.he ba.u you reeo.aend. If' you 
l"Rlccee<i ift replacins 'the. tl •• Ulion ;vh1-eh appeared .t an earl.ier 
8t~e to be avai1ab1e fro. priYate source. but was later withdrawn. 
we c.ou..ld. of" CO'llT~e, con~ider :it p.aJ.n • 

.I not. also that tilere .18 • COItt~e.Dt prob1_ .. bout the 
count.ervai1i.n~ duty being u.poaed by the W) Govern..ent. 
~ Dell .i11 ca..ent GIl tlaa~ a.pect • 

. ' 
.' 

risk o~ 
No doubt 

r .. eopyin.« thilS l.ett.r to ....tJ.r. or D. 'to Kd..uAd Dell and to 
Sir John. Hunt.. 
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