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POLITICAL SETl'L3113Wl' : THE If IRISH DIJOCIWION " 

SECRET!\RY OF STATE 

1. On 7 Augus t and 25 AU{;us t respective ly, Sir David Holden Dubmi tted to you 

Papers prepared by Nor thern Ireland Permanent Secretaries, under the umbrella of the 

Future Policy Group , on "P- Devo l utionary ;J olution ll and "An Intc.:;.r.ation ~)olution" . In 

Sir David I s absence, I nOll s 'J.bmi t a third Papcr (Political SettleJ:lent : The" Irish 

Dimension" ) \-Thich completes this phase of our i'lork. 

2. In doine so, my colleaGues i-rish me to uJlderJ.ine the very great importance ithic h 

they attach to 'this final il3pe'ct of their study. ' .. Jhother, in the end, arranGGr,le~i.,s for 

the internal government of iJorthern Ireland are maJ.e on devolutionary or on inteGration 

lines, ,·Te are "Tholly persuaded that no settlement 'Nill "stick" for more t han a brief 

period if it does not tacl:le the fundament a l and underlying problem of the relationGhi}.l 

beh-Teen the United Kingdom a nd Ireland, of Ifhich the Northern Ireland probleLl is an 

aspect. 

3. You \-Till see tha t our proposals involve the use of future plebiscites. \TEl ha ve 

not dealt directly Hi th the more or less i mminent plebisci to to vThich you are 

commi tted , but it is i.nherent in what vie say that many of us feel deep anxiety about 

a plebiscite on a Simple "Yes or No" basis. \-le may "Tish to take the opportunity to 

express further vie1-ls on this aspect. 

4. NOVT that the three Papers have been circulated, a ll of ue:; ,'Tould greatly iTo1co:.10 

an opportl.A.nity for a discHs oi on ~'Ti th Y0ll; and fTith the other NI Office H:i.nistcrs or~ 

the ground vThich viC have sought to cover. 

H BLACK 

8 September 1972 

Centra l Secretariat 
Stormont Castle 
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