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COECLUSIONS of Heeting 
held 8. t S'cormont Castle on 

Tue ~day , 29 A.ugust 1972, at 2 45 pm 

PRESENT 

'f he Rt Hon ,)lilliam ~jhi telaw }lIP 
Secreta ry of State for Northern Ireland 

Mr Paul Che.nnon MP 
Mr David Howell MP 
GOC 

Sir ~nlli8lIl Nield 
Sir David Holden 
Sir H~rold Black 
ll.1r F F C ~irncross Chief Constable 

Mr F F Steele 
Mr T M Roberts 

Secreta ria t 

Mr J T ;' Howard-Dra.ke 
Mr ) .. S Baker 
Mr D J Trevelyan 

Mr L S Duncan 
Mr R C Stevens 
Mr G- Clifford 
Mr J :Unrgetts 

COr-..'TENTS 

Item Subject Page No 

1 Bnct~rian Murders 1 

2 Bomb At t a cks on Claudy 1 

3 Case of liiss Anne Walsh 1 

4 illegal Ro r.d Checks 1 

5 _A rll\Y Occupation of Roman 
Ca:t;holic Schools 1 

6 Protection of Belfast City Centre 2 

7 Longer-te rm .&ppraisal 2 
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Before turning to some fundamental issues the meeting considered several short-term 

problems requiring e arly action. 

1. SECT."l.RIAN MURDERS 

The Chief Constable reported thQt since 1 July there ha d been some 48 cases of 

murder - 26 of Roman C9,tholics and 22 of Protestants - where politic~,-l or sectarian 

motives might be involved: it would be wrong however to ~ttribute all the murders 

on one side to the other .." s among the dead were several men with criminal records 

who might \7ell have been Idlled by those of their mm conununity. The very high 

number of these murders was indico..tive of the gener,q,l state of l s."Tlessness, the 

number of a rms held illegally o..nd the l a ck of co-operation by the public in bringing 

forrrard information. The Secre t :lI'IJ of st :,to .<. ccop-c ocl a suggestion by Sir David 

Holden that in a ttempting to allay public foal's ~bout in~ctivity in dealing with 

these murders he could, 'v7hen meeting the pross on the following d8y 2t least 

categorise these murders n s sect i.'\ ri an shootings of selected victims, r a ndom 

sect2Tian shootings and the elimination of renog,::.des by thGir mm people. He \7ould 

also mention the £50,000 a,YlO.. rd fund for informa, tion, the accoptance of anonymous 

information and the possibiliJey of direct communication with himself. 

2. BOVill ATT.ACKS ON CL.:l..UDY 

The Chief Constable reported that the RUC nished to interview 5 people - some 

believed to be over the Border - in connoction 'in th the c a r bomb attacks on Claudy 

village and the S: ('rot nr y of .. ~ t at e uclcomed. the opportunity of Hr Lynch's visit to 

Mr Heath on the follouillb MondlY to confront tho former \ i i th a direct request for 

oxtradi tion. 

3. CASE OF MISS .A.NNE WALSH 

The me e ting oonsidered the possibilit~T of bringing charges against Miss A.nne Walsh 

who had been detained for questioning a few d,lYs previously. The Chief Constable 

\7i.'\S to report back the followinG morning. 

4. ILLEG.AL ROAD CHECKS 

The GOC inforned tho Secrot~~7 of sta te th~t thore had bo on sane r eduction in the 

number of illegal CESA i.'\nd UDA road checks but tha t some fringe elements \,ere still 

crea ting a nuisance. 

5..ARlV:Y OCCUPA.TION OF ROMl~ C.!iTHOLIC SCHOOLS 

The GOC reported on the pro Gr e ss rae.de in va cating some school a ccommoo_""tion and on 

thG need for retaining the remainder until the onel of the yc ) r. A press stiltement 

'\1ould be issued the following doy on tho lines indicated. 

1. 
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6. P;:~OTECTION OF BELF~'..BT CITY CT~nTP.E 

The G·OC explained the c1ifficulties of balrmcing m2.ximum security precautions 

aga inst minimum interferemce with norme 1 life 8 no. urged thE'.t the Corporation 

and other bodies cO:'1cerned wi th the City Centre shoulcl keep i l1 close conta ct 

with the loca l Army Commander in the area rather than bring complaints at 

intervals to Stormont Castle. The Secretary of i3 t n te wi shed to have details 

for his press conference t he following dey of IRA penetrc:.tions of the security 

screen round the centre of Belfa st. 

7. LONGP.J{-TERM l..PPRLIS~:~L 

The GOC sew the i1ext f ew months as f alling into 3 sepB.r o.te pha ses each 

requi r ing a different security policy : 

1. The present p eriod lea ding up t o the September constitutional 

conference. 

2. The period of further negotia tions and plannin8 . 

3. The period during which the political solution would be 

implemented. 

In this present period the GOe said that the .Il.rmy we,s suf fering ca sualties 

which compered unfE.vourably with other interj.1al security operc,tiol1s such 8. S 

those in Borneo ano. Kenya but without the s pecia l processes of 1.3.w which had 

enabled effective t .ction to be t oken a gcd.J."lst t e rrorists in those thea tres. 

l .. ccure.te sniper f ire was particul~".. rly worrying :,s his troops felt th2.t they 

were prese;lting sitting t2.rgets without tbe YQH on the part of the authorities 

to retaliate against the Imown enemy. 

The run-down of internment Wo' S presenting its own p roblems. Of the 341 

'Provisionals' relee. sed so f e.r, 16 hc:.& been clu .rged with security offences but 

a further 64 (o t lec.st) were known to have becone actively reinvolved in IR.~ 

a ctivit i e s. In his opinion it woul d be dLllgerous to relee.se the haro. core of 

120 Provisionals still in inten1ment. 

Pha se 2, from the time of the Soptember cOi1ference until the announcement of 

the ultimate solution, would be the most difficult. The t wo communi ties would 

h8.ve adop t ed extreme positions, tensions would be high 8,:10 , in the absei1ce of 

any new legal proce sses to be.ck up an e. rrest policy , incr easing frustre, tion 

woulo. make Army more.le a serious f a ctor. 

2. 
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Phs. s e 3, durinG which the poli tic&.l s ol ution , ;oula. b e i mp lemel1te C!., W2.S, the 

GOe thought, the time wh en the fina l eff ort must be made to neutre lise the :r:R.:':. , 

using specia l Courts of some sort and with a n improvement in Army inte lligence 

and e dministra tive organis ~· tion. On the qu estion of intelligence he thought 

that at presei1t t here wa s an unnecess[,ry duplica.tion of effort betwcen the ).rmy 

a nd Police G.nd. suggested th8t while the Sp eCif\l Branch of the RUC should continue 

to b e em integrfl.l part of the t force it should f or operational purposes come 

under the overall control of a high-powered Director of Intelligence . A force 

leve l of 25 to 30 battalions suppl emented if possible by a full-time contingent 

of the UDR might be needed f or six months to finally demoralise and liquidate 

the I leA. On the other ha nd a forc e of 20 ba tt21ions might be suff icient with 

the best pos sible processes of l aw and tho right intel ligei.1ce orga nise.tion. 

Some 800 to 1,000 'Provisio~1als' 8.i.10. , if they be came. reinvolved, 400 to 600 

'Officials' would havo to be r cmovGd from the sconc . He WL1. S not a dvocating 

internment but in tho continUE- d. e.bsence of any n ew l ege..l proc ess it might be 

the only answer. Concluding, the GOC said that it vm. s essentie.l for a soldier 

to havo f aith in the orgc~lisation whi ch h e tlcx'ved ':;.nd t he t iL:e k:(; C 011ll .. t Ll c e;'.se 

a ctia g in a. civilised way agai;.lst a n Ui1Civilisod onemy. 

Sir Tdlliam ihold s <". id thc.t t he ma i n flc;" L1 thE. origin~~ l int r oduction of 

internment he.d be en its implemenb.tion by the Executive which had me..de it 

extremoly vuli1e r &.ble to press and public pressuros. Should a rd.l."1.troduction 

of internme:lt be cO:i.lsidered some qUi:; si-juclicia.l arr2.n~j 8me.i.1t would havo to be 

fOlli1d even at some risk of 8 hiGh r e j e ction r a t e of those rccoIlll.t1c :1ded for 

i !1ternment. Tho Secrc t8. ~J of State sEio. t lr t cO :lsidor2. tion ViC-, S b ei ;.1g given 

to th e pos sibility of introollcing s ome f orm of altOI'l1E1.tive jucliciE'.1 :;?roccss 

to ove rcome the diff iculties of proceeding a ga i :.l st t errorists throue;h the norme l 

Courts. 

The meeting then discussed thE- problem of tl18 mE.kin.:; of detention orders cluril1g 

the interim period in which the se 0..1 terae.tive proceourc s wor e u j,lclc r consider<"tion. 

It we.s a gr eed the, t considor a.tion could be given to sirp ing ck t ention 0 rders 

against those rr.embors of the Provisiom~.l IRA "ho ,',o r e conlJn,wdil1~~ off i cCl s ) 

edjute.nts, quartermasters, engine er officers ante inte lligc:::1ce officors; in 

exceptional Cci. s e s dc tc21tion orders couleJ b o consio.orcd L1 respe ct of other 

officers 2.i.1d. of volunt eer s nho coule:. be ShOW~l to be 8. s erious threa t to s~curity. 

In gei.1eral, the Secre tary of State wished arrests and applicatio:1s for detention 
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orders to be a s s€.lectiv8 as possiblo cmd r equ e sted thc .. t both documentary 

evio.ol1co, gna. if necoss2ry, the 8,ssistance of Spocial BJ.~::1ch 8-"1(3. Army officers, 

should continue to be ll'.[;de RVf'.ilable to him W~.l0:l cO:lsi c3erL1g p 2. rticul[ r ca ses. 

The Se cre tary of Sta te sa id thc-.t the s e mCP,sures should only b e con sider od a s 

a n interim solution pendi:1g f urther consideH',tion of alterl1c· tivc procedures 

ai.ld th8.t there should be no sudCe:.1 l ;:', rgc sca le incre~se i:il the number of 

detention ordors. 

The meeting wei.1t on to consider the cmb<.rr2,ssmo~lt ceu.se d by He.gistrc,tes .·:ho 

granted bail against Police ~dvice - ii.1c".;.eed 8. C8. S c.. was cited from tlv.t cJ.,:~y ' s 

local paper of bail being graated to (). r eside:lt of the Republic - and discussions 

centred round ways and rr.eans of easurint, c: . more r ealistic 2.pt)roach by 

Resic1.ent ~:b.gistr8. tes i1ithout :pr ejudic e to their il1dC:;:)c:1denco . Hr TrevolY8.:'l 

'W2. S to lot the Lord. Che.ncellor' s d(.pf, rtme ~lt kno'.! thc:. t t he Secr€.t,.ry of Sta t o 

wished to speak ]xrsonally to the Lord Chance llor on this mattc:::r in tho course 

of tho i.lsxt few d8.y s. 

Rofe rring to the impe:l0ing depa.rture of t Yro Battelions from Northern Ire12:1d , 

tho Secrct2, ry of Ste. t e r equested Sir ':Tilliem Nield to a dvis e the Mi:listr-J of 

Dof'e:l ce the'. t ho lIould not accept E.:ly further r eduction of the forc e l ev e l 

(ic below 25 Ba tta.lions) without a Mi;listeriu.l meeting. 

L S DUN CAl'{ 
4 Sep tember 1972 

This distribution of the se minutos hD.S been restrictod to the. following: 
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Se cretary of State 
Lord ~;!i:1cUesham 

Mr Paul Chcuclon MP 
Mr Davia. Ho,mll MP 
Sir William Nield 
Sir H2.rolc-:' Black 
Mr N F Cairncross 
Mr P J Woodfield. 
l1r J T A Howaro.-Dr8ke 

4. 

GOC 
Chiof Conste.blo 
},Ir F F Steele 
Mr K D 1vIcDo172.11 
Mr T C Hcthcri:18ton, AG's Dcpt 
Mr A Stephen , DS 10 MOD 
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