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Before turning to some fundamental issues the meeting considered several short-term

problems requiring early action.

1. SECTARIAN MURDERS

The Chief Constable reported that since 1 July there had been some 48 cases of
murder - 26 of Roman Catholics and 22 of Protestants - where politicsl or sectarian
motives might be involved: it would be wrong however to attribute all the murders
on one side to the other s among the dead were several men with criminal records
who might well have been killed by those of their own community. The very high
number of these murders was indicative of the general state of lawlessness, the
number of arms held illegally and the lack of co-operation by the public in bringing
forward information, The Secretary of St:lc accepted a suggestion by Sir David
Holden that in attempting to 211ay public fears about inactivity in dealing with
these murders he could,when meeting the press on the following day =t least
categorise these murders as sectariaon shootings of selected victims, random
sectarian shootings and the elimination of renegades by their own people. He would
also mention the £50,000 award fund for information, the acceptance of anonymous
information and the possibility of dircct communication with himself,

2, BOMB ATTACKS ON CLAUDY

The Chief Constable reported that the RUC wished to interview 5 people - some
believed to be over the Border - in conncction with the car bomb attacks on Claudy
village and the S crotary of . tate welcomed the opportunity of Mr Lynch's visit to
Mr Heath on the following Monday to confront the former with a direct request for
extradition,

3. CASE OF MISS AFNNE WALSH

The meeting considered the possibility of bringing charges against Miss Anne Walsh
who had been detained for questioning a few days previously. The Chief Constable
was to roport back the following morning.

4. ILLEGAL ROAD CHECKS

The GOC informed the Secerctarvy of State thut therc had been some reduction in the
mumber of illegal CESA and UDA road checks but that some fringe elements were still

creating a nuisance,

5. ARKY OCCUPATION OF ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

The GOC reported on the progress nade in vacating some school accommodation and on
the need for reteining the remainder until the end of the year. A press statement
would be issued the following day on the lines indicated.
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6. P:OTECTION OF BELF'ST CITY CILITTRE

The GOC explained the difficulties of balancing meximum security precsutions
against minimum interference with normel life end urged thet the Corporation
and other bodies concerned with the City Centre should keep in close contact
with the local Army Commander in the area rather than bring complaints at
intervals to Stormont Castle. The Secretery of Stete wished to have details
for his press conference the following dey of IRA penetrations of the security

screen round the centre of Belfast.

7. LONGER-TERM &APPRAISAL

The GOC saew the next few months as fzlling into 3 seperate phases each

requiring a different security policy:

1. The present period leading up to the September constitutional
conf'erence.

2. The period of further negotiations and planning.

3. The period during which the political solution would be

implemented.

In this present period the GOC said that the Army wes suifering cssualties
which compzred unfzvourably with other internal security operetions such as
those in Borneo and Kenya but without the special processes of law which had
enabled effective cction to be taken ageinst terrorists in those theatres.
sLecurete sniper fire was particularly worrying zs his troops felt that they
were presenting sitting targets without the will on the part of the authorities

to retaliste against the known enemy.

The run-down of internment wes presenting its own problems. Of the 341
'Provisionals' releesed so fer, 16 hed been cherged with security offences but
a further 64 (st lezst) were known to have becoie actively reinvolved in IRL
activitics. In his opinion it would be dzngerous to release the hard core of

120 Provisionels still in internment.

Phese 2, from the time of the September conference until the announcement of
the ultimete solution,would be the most difficult. The two communities would
have adopted extreme positions, tensions would be high end, in the absence of
any new legal proccsses to back up an arrest policy, incrcasing frustretion

would make Army moralec a serious factor.
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Phase 3, during which the politicel solution would be implementec, was, the

GOC thought, the time when the final effort must be made to neutrelise the IR:,
using special Courts of some sort and with an improvement in Army intelligence
and sdministrative orgenis-tion. On the question of intelligence he thought
that at preseat there was an unnecessary duplication of effort between the ~“rmy
and Police gnd suggested that while the Specisl Branch of the RUC should continue
to be an integral part of that forece it should for operational purposes come
under the ovecrall control of a high-powered Director of Intelligence. A force
level of 25 to 30 battzlions supplemented if possible by a full-time contingent
of the UDR might be needed for six months to finally demoralise and liquidate
the IiiA. On the other hand a force of 20 battelions might be sufficient with
the best possible processes of law and the right intelligence organisetion,

Some 800 to 1,000 ‘'Provisionals' and, if they becamc reinvolved, 400 to 600
'0fficials' would have to be removcd from the scenc. He was not sdvocating
internment but in the continuecd absence of any new lcgel process it might be

the only answer. Concluding, the GOC said that it wes essenticl for a soldier
to have faith in the orgenisation which he served and the tiie had come to cecse

gcting in 2 civilised way ageinst an unciviliscd encmy.

Sir William Niclé szid that the main flew in the original introduction of
internment had been its implementation by the Exccutive which had made it
extremcly vulnersble to press and public pressures. Should & rcintroduction

of internmeunt be cousidered some quzsi-judicisl arren;emcnt would hsve to be
found even at some risk of z hizh re¢jection ratc of those rccommended for
internment. Thc Secrctery of State szid th-t consideration was being given

to the possibility of introducing some form of alternative Jjudicial process

to overcome the difficulties of procecding agaiust terrorists throusgh tho normel

Courts.

The meeting then discussed the problem of the meking of dctention orders during
the interim period in which these alternetive procedurcs were under consideretion.
It wes agrecd thet consideration could be given to siziing detention o rders
against those members of the Provisional IRA who were commsonding officcis,
edjutents, quartecrmasters, cngineer officers ané intelligenec officcrs; in
cxccptional cascs detention orders could be considercd in respcet of other
officers end of voluntecrs vho could be shown to be a2 scrious threat to security.

In gencral, the Sceretary of State wished arrcsts and applications for detention
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orders to be as selcctive as possiblc and rcquested that both documentary
cvidence, and if necesscry, the sssistance of Special Bianch and Army officcrs,
should continue to bec made available to him when coasidering particulsr cascs.
The Secerctary of Statc said thet thesc measurcs should only bc considercd as
an interim solution pending further consideiation of altern:tive proccdurcs
and thet there should be no suddea large scele increese in the number of

deteation orders.

The meeting went on to consider thc emberressment ceused by Megistrates who
grantcd bail sgeinst Police advice -~ indeed 2 casc was citcd from thet day's
local papor of bail being granted to & rcsideat of the Republie - and discussions
centred round ways end means of casuring ¢ more rcalistic approach by

Resident Magistretcs without prejudicc to their independence. Mr Trevelyen

waes to lct the Lord Chancellor's departmeat know that the Sceretary of State
wished to spcak personally to the Lord Chancellor on this matter in the course

of the next few deys,

Referring to the impending deperturc of two Battslions from Northern Irelend,
the Secrctary of State reoquested Sir 7illiem Nicld to edvise the Ministry of
Defence that he would not accept eay further reduction of the foree level

(ie below 25 Battalions) without a Ministorial meeting.

L S DUNCAN
L September 1972
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