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IRISH PUBIIC RELATICHS IN THE U.S.

You may like %o know that the Irish
sublic relations campaiga in relation to Horthern
Treland, which was anncunced towards the end of
Lumast, seems abcut to come o an ends I have
been talking to the Irish representative iz
7ashington of this campaigm end in discussion he
save me the following ocutling.

The trens-Atlantic part of the enter-
prise consisted of three people taken from semi-
sublic undertakings (he is Deputy Fublie Relations
lenazer of Lrish Airlines, Bart Cronin by name)e
They have been based in New York at the Irigh
Consulate-General frem which one of them has had «.
rovinz commigsion %o VYashingicn, one $o Boston and
the other to Canada,. There has beea no Irxish
press or informaticn work in the U.S. hithexto, 80
vars of their job has also been to launch a
wermanent informaticn efford orieanted as much or
perheps more to comumercial work rather than %o
politiecse Northern Irelamnd has bheen uppermost in
their minds, but especially over the pest few weels
these other aspects have increasingly teken over,
dronin snd at least cne of hig collezgues in Hew
York returned home permenently thie weekend
(44 November)s 50 far the Irish Covernment has
appointed no replacements, Lud Cronin expecied not
$00 long & lapse {bursauracy permitting) because
the ground work laid on the conmercial gide had to
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It was aifficult to get any real idex
epcm Crenin how much value he thought his wozlk hed
boen. He said that he had spent a lot of tine
czlling on mewspapers and had found them sympathe:l
lle gave the impressicn that he had been rushed of
his feet both in New York and Waghington, and fo:x
+his reason had to turn down most speoking
enpacenents, even thovgn he would have liked to lave
taken them upe By the sound of 1%, however, a 1ot
of these reguests were zt high school level, which
is herdly & worthwhile sudicnce and one that vwe
hardly ever accepts Aside from the illustrated
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panphlet on Horthorn Ireland issued in September in
time for the Ceneral Azsemdlys of which Cronin
kimself clearly took a dim view, the Irish effort
from his desceripticn has been conducted reascnably
and in fairly low Xeye. Cronin told me that he and
his colleagues had gone ocut of their way to be
balanced and nots for example, to be polemical aboui
Ian Paisley when he was here. (However, he made no
secret of his belief that the more Ian Paisley and
Unionist M.Ps. & la Stratton Hills and Robin Baillie
come here on visits, the betver the Irish view gets
over to American audiences.) Nevertheless, as one
would expect, thelr line has been that the Irxrish
Republic can never accept that the Six Counties
ghould not helong to them, although fully realizing
that it will tzke gome time before socialy politicnl
end econcmic conditiong sllow for a change of status.

Cronin himself did not make a particularly
good inmpression, but that may well be unfeir since cur
meeting was not & long ome. For all that he gaid Le
and his colleszues had been sympathetically received
here, we have scen no evidence of this in the press oz
on televigion. Coverage of Northexn Ireland has
naturally decliired very considerably since August, Lut
both in the press and con television it generally
continues to be balanced, if at timez rather sombre znd
ressinpistice It h2es certsinly not been gither anti-
British or pro-Irish Hepublic, and indeed, with the
comprehensive reform programme, the Unionist Government

‘(as opposed to the Party) emergzes more sympathetically
then for some time. A1l of thim confiime our view
(2egey our telezram No. 2408 of 4 Septomber) thot our
prover course was to ploy the problem in low keye
Certainly, despite the publicity it achieved when 4%
started, the Irish Rerublic's public relations
campaign hers has given us no real cause for worry.
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