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!J~ t. ~ ' . Ib(C( I 

!J~ ~~J / Dear~ 4 . 
ft; . cf· I"" 

I attach a copy of a report on a visit to Pomeroy made on 12 August 1974 by Mr . Martin Burke of this Department in which he investigated the killing there of Patrick McElhone on 7 ugust . 

Yours sincerely 

Gearoid 6 Broin 

Mr . Dermot Nally 
Assistant Secretary 
Department of the Taoiseach 
Government Buildings 
Dublin 2 
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Vif.it to P9...m~roy on 12th Auau st 1974 

During a visit to Pomeroy I spoke to Fr. baul and to the family of 

Pat rick Mc El hone who w~s shot by the Bri t i s h Army on 7 . 8 . 74. 

Al t hough theJ.c has bcnn very little IRA uctivity in the area the 

British Army we r e ve r y active in Pomeroy for the two weeks 

pre cee ding t he s hoot i ng. On the day the s ho oting took place 

Patrick Mc El hone had bee n working at hay in a field nea r to the 

Mc i.:l hone home . He was the only merr.ber of the f amily wh o live d a t 

home beside s the pa r ent s . One br ot her, Ba rn ey, was in Engl and, 

Mic hae l worked for Cl build ing contra ct or and stayed a t home on 

occas i ons and ~ary is marr i ed to a ma n called Michdel McCour t wto 

incidentdlly sold the Lar he o~n~d jn Trillick to Mr . Kel Jy who was 

IcC'"ntl y murdered ~ afi.(~r hG hc:d received threats to his life. 

3.00 p.m. and. cJt :>.UO p.m requc:r-;ted per.m~.r,sion f )'om his fathpr to 

sGC!rch the outhouses. Pcrmi~;sioli was qi\,f~n cJJld i n his presence' .::11 

were thorougLly scurchcd and nothin(J '.hl:.> fou:ld. 

soldi .rs on his ~~y. ~;ho:ctly afi,c"\'urds t\,:c 

1"I,d (t this cc L<Jgt I C nv 0 I' n t I 

f'l'ld • 1 l • 
1·1 • 1I '. ..._ 

.J(T.~. ranq 

< rlel I\ltrick 1 r: ·lhon,. [c) 1 de. Clo 
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soldiers and was forced for hi s own safety to return to the 

hou se . 

I attach a statement made by Fr. McGirr and Fr. Faul on this 

shooting. Fr. Faul also took statements from a man who pas sed at 

this time (a Mr. McAleer) and from the father of Patrick McElhone . 

He has promised to forwdrd copies of these statements to me . It is 

interesting that Mr. McAleer was stopped by the soldiers before 

the shooting happened and ou~ of sight of the field. The soldier 

said to Mr. McAleer when the shot rang out "that's one of your mdtes 

gone" and made a remark to the effect that the soldier in question 

would get £200 for it. He expressed no surprise at the shot and 

seem~d indeed to have exp~cted it. 

It \'IIoule l)ppr~l)r that the sol.dier vJLa shot Patrick ~l.cElhone was the 

onc who push.d him into the field as the polict h~ve told 

M:ichdcl McElhone th,Jt the shot entered the siue of his chest ut h:i.s 

right arm and cr"Jrne out thr,nuqh his heart at the front. and bQ fe J.] 

Fr. Faul has h 'ard from a confidential Armv source that tl1e who1 e 

affair WIS supposed to be ~ bluff pldnned by the group of sol li~rs. 

AccoJ.'(;ifig to this they were ~JojnJ tc tell r\,t:;:,icl~ t/;c -J.hoJ)e thcrL '~r.coy 

woulG CX( cute 1 im if he did not giVe wl itover informdtion tne,{ \','Ere 

seeking dnd then: Uwy werlt trll ough \o,rit h this plan but. t clt it 

b3ck-fir~d when one of tile.! soldie.cs accid02ntdJly shot him. It. ~ s 

not 1) 1 ClUSj bl e hovy' 'vcr. thut Cl troi.llcd ~~oldier cOllld take deCldl.y dli'!l 

::nd the cJccidcntally pulJ t.he t.rigCJ"':r. 

]t i~) hdrd to unc.lerstand v'hy thes soldi~'rs bCr.t1111f so ..i.nte;r ~~J ~" in 

po~·. ies or the lnA cJJ1d indee d ",'d!, clightly buckward, this bein the 

rT1 n "LIl .Y''';:O SOIl \",'Y hp, , .... f 't.t1 "_ -:- '1ree h i \ 1 ,. , ~. <.,; .. ' v 'J ,- wl ... ·ro(,.v::r", \i3S ··~p'c d ·L. home ~l' lOa. 

zf'Lcr tile ('a rn, and the pdrents. The cottage they U.ve in hiS no 

'Le)evisio[IS lectric';' y or v [) Cl r'djo • .Lt L, po~) ... ible LhJf. it 
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may hJve something to '0 \'.Jith Burney ~,kElhone 1 his brother t who 

departed for E~9]~nd three weeks before the shooting and who has the 

reputation of being a bit of a'hothead: However this is only a 

~uspicion on my part and has no beoring on the facts of the incident. 

The R.IJ.C. appDr~ntly behaved in a very sympathetic ~anner and stated 

that the case agJinst th~ soldiers would be pursued vigorouslyo 

The local peopl e and tte parents feel that all the soldiers involved 

shoulc be cbarg f.:d as (lc--:essor:i.es as the whole incident was 

orchestr'ated by dll thE! soldiers . This is unlikely however. 

Padci,' Duffy, tlw SDLP n,-3n l has bE-en engaged as the family's solicitor 

in -Lllis rlltte C1nd they svy tn,rL re9(lTdle~)s of compensation they 

v.Jj,sh .0 SGe jusU cc eon-'. 

13.e.'fL'l. 
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