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Ilia·.:.'; by Br ian Fd ulkner on 23 May on Le bc' 1 f of ·~.hc Exoc:ut i V ~? 

about the pha sed impl r:menta t ion of the Sunnir:gda:t e Agreernen ': f 

I s poke to th~ D~il and announced that in the present ext~G~81y 

serious situutian in Northern Ireland 1 was prepa~ed to accept 

t~e principles contained in the statement. I welcomed the 

opportuni t.y to co-operate in tl"l"~ Couricil of Minister! .. of the 

Council of Ireland - whose early establishment w.ill; th.r:ough it.:;; 

role in the appointment of the Police Authority, help to secure 

j.dentification of the Northe!'n jninori ty with the po~!.ice t and 

thus advance the C·.:lt.lSP of peace" The LGdder of t;I'C:' Oppcsit.L':Jn 

also agreed not to do anything to stay pr0gress to~ards p2dce 

in Northern Ir~land. 

It is naturally Cl source of cO:1siderable dj sappo..i.nt.ment here 

that the implementation of t;"1'2 Councj 1 cd lreldnr:i cJ.e:T1i"H1t oS 

originally ag:teed has neen pG ctponec..1; psr:'(?:ia.Lly as he remain 

cony in ccd thaT. the be st ctlance 1. () win th 2 su;::>port 0 f Cl r.Ll j (j ... '1 ty 

of the people of Northern Ireland far the concept of th~: Council 

i s ~o set it up and let it be seen iJ~ opr'rat.ion. The stdt'''ll,\..'nt 

made by Mr . FdulkDer represents a considcrab12 departure fr0m 

what was agreed at Sunningd~lao In ~nnouncing promptly our 

accnpt"'nce of" the> ph"'"'od l·...,.,pl· .... ''''''l·...,+a+io n ".Ihic~' h"'H b'-'0fl 
\,,;; u • , . __ .. I <':4~"" ~., ~~ ;'.'-.1 ......... f' ,,,. I_ ... J-. ' <I~ __ 

by the Northern I reJ.and Ex(~ cut i v\; \\li t hOllt cc-n sul tat ion vd th us , 

we \",1ere mot iva t00 !--'I'i.H!a.c.:.l y by the impo:ct~H!Ce of ensuring the 

survival of pC·:JCr"shd:l:"i.il, since it remains OILL' '/ir:w that this is 

Faulk· nr., ~ "e'-r.' 0.1 r'"v +'" '" N"r~·\l"·C·1"' T)." I:) ..... .,) r:.:-.eCl'.·\..; ·,n 
. '..:.J... Y '-J , ........ "...:1., ~'1 ... \,,,,_.(.,tC, .... ' .,.". }\\J , ~ - ... '-
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e understood that at the scJme time your Govern,lent would take 

immediate and resolute action to break the m~c strike and in 

PcJrticular to restore without further dela v the norm21 oeneration 
1 _ ,.,;,~ 

and distribution of electrid.ty 0 The strike is now in its ~ 

day and we are greatly disturbed by the fact that ~ne necess2ry 

action has not yet been taken to deal effectively with the 

situation which has arisen. 

We have also been shocked by the open usurpation of power by the 

UWC with its system of bar~icades and issue of passes through 

which they hcJve controlled life in many parts of Northern 

Ireland. The acti.on taken by your Government in respect of this 

aspect of the problem, far from bringing an end to this 

intolerable situation has, cJS a result of the frequent consultatic:. 

and discussion with the lawless gangs involved ond the foilu rc 

to a}~l';:'~ t any of those responsible s had the effect of COnflY.'i":lng 

the public impression that the ultimate control rests with the 

UWC, subject only to a limited and tempor-3ry deference to the 

security forces when they are on the spot. 

Wc rC9~rd the continuance of t h,c- s;+"a+l'on as deCTro,,;nrt ·;· h.:. 
,.~..., .... ..,"" w. ..." ..... -. 1-."'':j .......... 

pro~ppct of peace and the authority of the Northern Ireland 

Executive, which is thus being rendered incapable of exercisin~ 

its responsibilities for the economic and social life of 

Northern Ireland. The Executive has been under treme ndoLls strain 

and in reaching agreement on phased implementation, all the 

parties involved made considerable sacrifices. Indeed the SDLP 

sacrifice was such that we cannot rule out the possibility that, 

should the control by the strike leaders not be ended and the 

authority of you~ Government and the Executive not be restored 

promptly, the SDL!=' may find their support diminished to the 

point where the minority population might swing over to the l~\~ 
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Fa ilur.e to take immediate Cl ction to doa 1 once and f Ol.~ all with 

the problel11 which llcs led to the ero::;ion of the st-ndin9 of the 

Executive endClngE:rs in our view tile continued existence of the 

Executive which we in the Republic and the :DLP yesterday made 

such sacrifices to preser'e and whose survival is, as we both 

agree, essenttal for peace in the Northn A continued failure 

also threatens the survival of the revised basis of the 

Sunningddle Agreement which we yesterday accepted with great 

reluctance and disappoiotment. 

I have to ask therefore that your Government will take immedlate 

cJction, with whatever forces prove necessary for this purpose, 

to end thi~ intolerable situdtion in Northern Ireland and to 

gual\.lnte~ yesteruuy's agreclilent and the survival of the [xecutiv ...: < 

At the same time 1 propose th,·t the formell conference and the 

first meeting of ~he Council of Ministers of the Council of 

Ireland should be held without delay in a matter of days at 

vvhatevel' lo(:ation lS most conveniAnt 0 J. found 8rian faulkner 

receptive to this move when 1 spoke to him yesterday evening o 
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